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Friends & Colleagues of the Department of Surgery:

Philanthropy literally means “love of humanity.” The 
Philosophical Dictionary contains a similar definition: “A state 
of educated habits stemming from love of humanity that benefits 
both the giver and receiver.” The Fall 2014 issue of Surgery Synopsis 
focuses on philanthropy and provides vivid examples on how it has 
helped our Department. We dedicate this issue to our donors and 
we thank them for their confidence and trust that together we can 
craft a better future for humanity.

Without the generosity and love of humanity – in other words: 
philanthropy – of our friends, patients, alumni and current staff 
and faculty, our mission would be constricted; discoveries, not 
made; and work for the public good dramatically diminished.

All the stories behind those inspired to give to our Department 
would fill a book: A patient, grateful to be alive after a difficult 
operation decides to show gratitude with a gift – large or small; 

the family of a patient, in gratitude or in memory, sets up a fund to advance research in a 
particular area; an alumnus is grateful for the outstanding education they received and gives 
to make sure great medical education continues; a young person who yearns to be involved 
in medicine in some way, “pays it forward;” a staff member who is proud of the mission and 

(continued on page 2)

“endowed Chair: A shared and Rewarding experience for the 
donor and Recipient”  by Alexander W. Clowes, Md

(continued on page 2)

Carlos A. Pellegrini, MD, 
FACS, FRCSI (Hon.) 

The Henry N. Harkins 
Professor & Chair

I am fortunate to have been recruited by then Department Chair John Schilling in 1980 and to have spent my entire career in the Department 
of Surgery at the University of Washington. I have enjoyed the camaraderie of my academic colleagues and the sense of shared mission and 
collaboration not only with them but also with my patients. 

I am a firm believer in collaboration. Collaboration between physician and patient, collaboration between and among physicians, and 
collaboration among the team of health care providers. Physicians make their best effort to cure patients, who in return express gratitude. 
That gratitude sometimes is expressed as a gift. A gift that is made sometimes as payback to medical science, to society, or simply to express 
appreciation to the physician for the care they received. Sometimes, it involves a desire on the part of the patient to know more, to understand 
the mysteries of the particular disease, or to contribute to the development of a cure. This curiosity combines with a desire to contribute and 
to be a part of the discovery process.

In the course of this collaboration, all involved come to recognize the importance of the special, shared process that takes place; a process that 
can include giving of financial support, but goes well beyond.

Chairman’s Message: 
Philanthropy in the department of surgery
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demonstrated expertise in this Department, gives. All of these are unique 
and wonderful stories that deserve telling. We hope to tell you more stories 
in subsequent editions of Surgery Synopsis. For length and impact, we have 
highlighted only a few in this issue. We also present you with statistics of 
giving for FY 2014 in aggregate.

One story highlighted in this issue relates to Dr. Alec Clowes, Professor and 
holder of the V. Paul Gavora and Helen and John Schilling Endowed Chair 
in Vascular Surgery. In his own words he tells us what endowment funding 
has meant to his long and productive research career. Similarly, Nicole 
Gibran, MD, Professor and Director of the UW Medicine Regional Burn 
Center at Harborview, and holder of the David and Nancy Auth-Washington 
Research Foundation Endowed Chair for Restorative Burn Surgery, relates 
what the endowment has meant for her professional development and how 
it has advanced her research and the ability to successfully restore to society 
burn victims that would have become permanently disabled or died in the not 
too distant past. I know you will find both of these stories of great interest.

Three years after I joined our Department I was awarded the first chair 
our Department had ever created, named after the first chairman, Henry 
N. Harkins, MD, Professor. I began to see the extraordinary benefits 
provided by the additional funds from this Chair that included allowing us 
to recruit a top liver cancer researcher (Raymond Yeung, MD, Professor), 
and allowing me and the team that works with me to unravel some of the 
mysteries associated with esophageal diseases, bringing new knowledge 
and potential solutions to esophageal problems. Seeing the benefits led 
me to set myself a goal to try to raise a professorship or a chair every year. 
Today, our Department has 18 chairs and professorships deployed at UW 
Medical Center (UWMC), Harborview Medical Center (HMC) and Seattle 
Children’s Hospital (SCH). 

These chairs and professorships provide their holders with the same 
exceptional support I have experienced. We take this opportunity to provide 
a brief overview of many of these endowed chairs and professorships in our 
Department. These endowments have allowed us to recruit and retain faculty 
of the highest caliber in every area of our Department and have pushed their 
patient care, research and academic interests forward in amazing ways. 

We also review some of the gifts not devoted to Chairs or Professorships, 
but to important parts of our mission: resident training and research. For 
instance, The Schilling Lecture fund was established so that every year the 
Department is able to plan an event that showcases and advances resident 
research. Funds that Helen and John Schilling donated for this purpose 
provide us with the means to put together an extraordinary day and a half of 
research presentations, thoughtful discussions, networking opportunities and 
a challenging lecture from a distinguished visiting lecturer. These kinds of 
gifts are critical to the continued academic prowess of a Department.

When you come away from reading this edition of Surgery Synopsis, I hope 
you all understand how much these gifts have meant and mean to our 
Department. And for those of you who are our donors, I express to you how 
much we honor your giving and thank you for your gifts.

Our next issue comes out after the beginning of the year, so I take this 
opportunity to wish all of you joys of the up-coming holiday season. 

Sincerely,

Carlos A. Pellegrini, MD, FACS, FRCSI (Hon.) 
The Henry N. Harkins Professor & Chair 
Department of Surgery 
University of Washington

Chairman’s Message 
Continued from page 1

endowed Chairs 
Continued from page 1

(continued on page 3)

In my case, the chair I hold, the V. Paul 
Gavora and Helen and John Schilling 
Endowed Chair in Vascular Surgery, is a 
result of a strong desire on the part of the 
Schillings and later the Gavoras to support 
the Vascular Division and my own research 
on the biology of vascular injury and repair. 
John Schilling himself had devoted much of 
his own career to the study of wound healing 
and wanted to see this line of investigation 
continue in the Department. He also was 
keenly interested in supporting the careers of 
young faculty.

Paul Gavora, a patient of mine from 
Fairbanks, Alaska required extensive vascular 
reconstruction with a vein bypass graft in 
one of his legs. When we first met, he was 
fearful that he was about to lose his foot from 
diabetes, ischemia and gangrene. Even after 
surgery he was concerned that scarring in the 
graft with narrowing of its lumen, through 
which blood was supposed to flow, would 
occur. He knew I had devoted my life to the 
study of why that narrowing occurs after 
surgery and how to prevent the scarring from 
occluding the new blood vessels.

Both the Schillings and the Gavoras 
recognized the need for innovation and 
for further investigation of vascular wound 
healing if limb loss was to be prevented. The 
research and pursuit of novel approaches 
to making vascular surgery more successful 
would require the effort of scientists and 
surgeons working together.

The support provided by a permanent source 
of funding, in my case derived from an 
endowed chair, has made it possible for me 
to undertake lines of research that otherwise 
would be impossible without such private 
financial support. For example, in mid-career, 
I was able to take a sabbatical and become 
trained in molecular biology. More recently, 
I have been able to use modern molecular 
genetic approaches to test the hypothesis that 
there is a pre-determined genetic basis for the 
arterial response to injury, restenosis, and 
ultimately in some circumstances an increased 
need for more surgery. The success that we 
have had is the result of a shared venture that 
reflects a strong desire on the part of everyone 
involved to know more about the problem at 
hand and to contribute to the quest for better 
treatment.

My own experience with the Schillings and 
Gavoras is not unique and illustrates the 

http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/alexander-clowes
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/gavora-schilling/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/gavora-schilling/
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/nicole-gibran
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/nicole-gibran
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/auth
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/auth
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/raymond-yeung
http://www.uwmedicine.org/uw-medical-center
http://www.uwmedicine.org/uw-medical-center
http://www.uwmedicine.org/harborview
http://www.seattlechildrens.org/
http://www.seattlechildrens.org/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/gavora-schilling/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/gavora-schilling/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/gavora-schilling/
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endowed Chairs 
Continued from page 2

(continued on page 4)

nature of the physician-colleague-patient partnerships of 
other faculty holding endowed chairs and professorships. 
I take this opportunity to thank the Schillings and 
the Gavoras for their vision, their generosity and their 
contributions to the betterment of humankind.

Dr. Clowes: The Receiver Becomes the Giver

In the preceding article, Dr. Alec Clowes, Professor, 
Division of Vascular Surgery, describes his experience 
of being the recipient of generous giving and how that 
profoundly impacted what he has been able to accomplish. 
Philanthropic giving benefits both the giver and receiver; 
Dr. Clowes beautifully explains how recipients and donors 
have a “shared and rewarding experience.”

Dr. Clowes’ amazing academic career has been highlighted 
frequently in past issues of Surgery Synsopsis, and includes 
31 years of continuous funding from National Institutes 
of Health (NIH). His significant research discoveries in 
the detection and understanding of the factors, including 
genetic differences, that stimulate and inhibit the growth 
of cells in the vessel wall, have led to new strategies for the 
pharmacological control of intimal hyperplasia and luminal 
narrowing after vascular injury.

Dr. Clowes is the consummate academic surgeon with his 
passion for clinical excellence coupled with the personal 
touch in patient care; his outstanding research career, 
teaching the next generation; and his many generous actions 
of responsibility toward this Department. He has held 
many positions within the Department over time: Division 
Chief of Vascular Surgery; Interim Department Chair; Vice 
Chair for Research; member of the Leadership Council; 
and long-standing member of the Department’s fund-raising 
committee.

Dr. Clowes has not only been a recipient of generous gifts 
in his professional life, but also a donor of note to the 
Department of Surgery. In this issue, we focus on this 
aspect of his professional life. Guided by his own passions 
for research and teaching future generations of surgeons, he 
has given gifts to the Department of Surgery every year since 
1985. He has long since gained the status of “UW Medicine 
Benefactor” for his cumulative support of UW Medicine. 
(A UW Medicine Benefactor is someone whose cumulative 
giving is $100,000 or more).

Believing as strongly as he does in training future 
generations of surgeons, one of his primary funding 
designations has been to the Harkins Annual Fund for 
Surgery Resident Education. Dr. Clowes, in his tireless 
efforts to train and mentor the next generation of vascular 
surgeons, inculcated this drive into the entire Division of 
Vascular Surgery. Therefore, it was a fitting tribute that a 
library was built and named for him: “The Clowes Library 
for Vascular Surgery at Harborview Medical Center.” While 
funded by many, the library is an exemplar of his passions 
and work.

We take great pleasure in announcing that most recently 
(October 2014) he committed funds to create the 
“Alexander Whitehill Clowes, MD Endowed Chair in 
Vascular Surgery.” The purpose of this Chair will be to 
attract, retain and support the Division Chief of Vascular 
Surgery. The creation of such a Chair is typical of Dr. 
Clowes’ desire to give back and make it easier for those 
who come after him. The Division of Vascular Surgery, 
The Department of Surgery, UW Medicine and the world 
at large will benefit from this loving gift for years to come. 
We want to thank him for his generosity in all things; both 
tangible and intangible and to say a special “thank you” for 
the endowment of this Chair.

The UW Medicine Regional Burn Center at Harborview 
is the only center in Washington State that is verified 
by the American Burn Association (ABA). It provides 
care to burn victims within the states of Washington, 
Alaska, Idaho, and Montana. The Center sees over 1,500 
patients every year; approximately one-third are children. 
Astoundingly, for every 100 patients treated, 97 survive. In 
addition, most of the Center’s seriously injured patients are 
back at work within just a few months.

At the core of these successes are not only exceptional 
clinical care and education, but also a commitment to 
cutting-edge research in burn care. Since the Burn Center 

David and Nancy Auth-
Washington Research 

Foundation Endowed Chair  
for Restorative Burn Surgery 

(Auth-WRF)

http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/alexander-clowes
http://www.nih.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/
http://www.ameriburn.org/
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was founded in 1974, its faculty members have obtained 
over $25 million in grants from the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), National Institute on Disability and 
Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), industry, and local 
firefighters grants. Funding from national sources is still 
sought and awards given; however, national funding has 
been shrinking for several years and continues to worsen. 
Given this scenario, funding from generous donors becomes 
increasingly critical. Since becoming Director of the Burn 
Center in 2002, Nicole Gibran, MD, Professor in the 
Division of Trauma, Burn and Critical Care, has worked 
with Department leadership and the Office of Advancement 
to develop endowments dedicated to the mission of 
excellence in clinical care, education and research in burns.

The Department is indeed fortunate to have one such 
endowment established in 2008: The David and Nancy 
Auth-Washington Research Foundation Endowed Chair 
for Restorative Burn Surgery (Auth-WRF). The Auth-WRF 
endowed chair was created to enhance the University’s 
ability to recruit and retain distinguished faculty in 
restorative burn surgery at the UW Medicine Burn 
Center at Harborview Medical Center and help patients 
return to their pre-injury functional and psychological 
state so they can re-enter society. Dr. Gibran, a premiere 
and internationally respected burn surgeon, admirably 
fulfills the qualities sought as the holder of the Auth-WRF 
endowment. Proceeds from this endowment have allowed 
her to create new avenues of research, particularly into 
the quality arena, as well as broaden and supplement the 
research already underway.

Dr. Gibran’s basic and translational research efforts focus 
on wound healing and cutaneous responses to injury. 
Examples of where the Auth-WRF endowment has provided 
essential supplementary-to-NIH funding for her research are 
as follows:

1. Her NIH-funded project “Risk Factors of 
Hypertrophic Scarring” examines genetic 
factors involved in hypertrophic scar 
formation. Her research team’s significant 
findings include the discovery that there is 
a twelve-fold increase in the likelihood of 
scarring for the Native American/Alaskan 
population, and that mutations in the gene 
melanocortin 1 receptor (MC1R), which 
regulates human cutaneous pigmentation, 
are associated with increased scarring. The 
Auth-WRF endowment funding has allowed 
additional analysis using a genome-wide 
association study to assess correlations between 
other DNA mutations and scar formation.  
 
With these data, her research team collaborates 
with investigators in Perth, Australia who are 
engaged in a parallel study. This international 
partnership will maximize the robustness 
of the data and increase the likelihood of a 
substantial contribution to understanding the 
pathophysiology of hypertrophic scarring. This 
expensive and collaborative analysis would not 
be possible without the support of the Auth-
WRF endowment.

2. A second basic science NIH-funded project 
focuses on metabolic memory and epigenetic 
effects on wound healing. This study 
examines the effects of chronic and transient 
exposure to hyperlipidemia and hyperglycemia 
on cutaneous wound healing responses 
and correlates these results with DNA and 
chromatin modifications. These results will 
be critical to understanding common peri-
operative complications that patients with 
diabetes sustain.

Nancy and David Auth

http://www.nih.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/nidrr/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/nidrr/index.html
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/nicole-gibran
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/auth
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/auth
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/auth
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In addition to her basic science and translational initiatives, 
Dr. Gibran and her team maintain an active clinical 
research program.

One extraordinary effort is a study that involves long-term 
follow-up of patients with burn injuries 10, 15 and 20 years 
after injury. This project, funded by NIDRR for over 20 
years, identifies barriers to functional and psychological 
recovery that patients endure after burn injury. In addition 
to understanding areas that can improve independent 
community living, the project emphasizes dissemination and 
knowledge translation. This has led to, among other things, 
development and maintenance of a website that educates 
patients, families, employers and case managers about issues 
related to employment after a burn injury. These efforts are 
in keeping with the Auth-WRF wish to enable patients to 
re-enter life.

Dr. Gibran is a recent past president of the American Burn 
Association (ABA), and the first female holder of this 
office. With the support of the Auth-WRF endowment and 
in keeping with its goal of helping burn patients re-enter 
society without physical impairment or embarrassment, Dr. 
Gibran has promoted a quality agenda at the national level 
and has been the prime mover behind the development 
of a national Burn Quality Improvement Program (BQIP). 
BQIP allows for the identification of areas for clinical 
improvement in burn care, gaps in knowledge, and new 
research opportunities. An important component of this 
work was the development of metrics to measure quality 
of burn care. Dr. Gibran also leads the American College 
of Surgeons/American Burn Association Burn Center 
Verification Program, a system that evaluates national burn 
centers and validates their quality of care. 

Dr. Gibran continues planning for new inroads into the 
care and quality of life for burn patients. A long-held vision 
is to build a funded Wound Repair Research Center that 
facilitates conduction of interdisciplinary basic science, 
translational, clinical and outcomes research in the areas 
of response to burn injury, scarring, and wound healing. 
Funding for such an enormous aspiration will need 
visionary donors as well. 

So much of this has been made possible with the support 
of the Auth-WRF Endowment. As Dr. Gibran wrote in 
a summary letter to the Auth-WRF in May, “…we (the 

UW Burn Center) are at the cutting edge of clinical, 
translational and basic science research. The Auth-
Washington Research Foundation Endowed Chair will 
continue to be essential to the future success of all of our 
burn programs…I thank you again for your tremendous 
generosity.”

the department receives donations of many amounts, from 
various sources and for a myriad of purposes. We thank each 
donor individually, but wanted to present a whole picture 
of the generous gifts given to the Department in fiscal year 
(fy) 2014:

Our donors # Amount

Resident and Fellow Alumni giving: 28 $25,852

Current UW Medicine Faculty and  
Staff giving:

20 $49,320

Friends/Grateful Patients giving: 215 $624,792

Organizations giving: 23 $131,898

total: 286 $831,862

Donors giving $1,000 or greater: 114

Donors giving up to $1,000: 172

total number of donors: 286

endowments #

Total Department Endowments 52

Total Department  
Endowment Amount

$43,236,490

Annual Distribution FY 2014 $1,752,427

Endowed Chairs and Professorships  
Across the Department

Division of General Surgery

The Byers Endowed Professorship in Esophageal Research 
was established by Brook and Shawn Byers in 2010 to 
enhance the University’s ability to recruit and retain 
distinguished faculty in translational research – research 
that speeds the application of medical discoveries into 
therapies that help patients - that are related to esophageal 
disorders. Brant Oelschlager, MD, Professor and Chief 

Byers  
Endowed  

Professorship

http://burnrehab.washington.edu/work
http://www.ameriburn.org/
http://www.ameriburn.org/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/byers/
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/brant-oelschlager
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of the Division of General Surgery and Director of the 
Center for Esophageal and Gastric Surgery, is the holder 
of this Professorship. In a recent update letter sent by 
Dr. Oelschlager to the Byers, he summed up the areas of 
research their extraordinary gift is facilitating. An important 
and fruitful area of research has been the surgical treatment 
of achalasia (esophageal motility disorder). Dr. Oelschlager 
described that the research he and his team are conducting 
supports a particular surgical approach used here for all 
three sub-types of achalasia. He wrote that “we recently 
concluded an analysis of our laparoscopic extended Heller 
myotomy for all subtypes. While most centers around the 
world have found inferior results for surgery in patients 
with Type III achalasia, we have found (using the techniques 
we use here) uniform success for all types.” He concludes, 
“we continue to investigate the esophagus and its related 
diseases since it is our passion to not only provide excellent 
care, but to do it better in the future….Thank you, not 
only for your support of the Byers Endowed Professorship 
in Esophageal Research, but more importantly for your 
continued interest and involvement in our lives. It is an 
affirmation of the importance of what we are doing that you 
continue to care so deeply.”

Division of Pediatric Surgery

Established in 2008, the Herbert E. Coe Endowed Chair 
in Pediatric Surgery is to be held by Chief of Surgery at 
Seattle Children’s Hospital (SCH). Dr. Herbert Coe was 
a ground-breaking pediatric surgeon with over 60 years at 
SCH who did much to gain recognition for the field of 
pediatric surgery. Endowing this chair was a dream of the 
Coe family and friends, and their generosity has brought it 
to fruition. 

Robert Sawin, MD is a Professor in the Division of 
Pediatric Surgery, Surgeon-in-Chief at Seattle Children’s 
Hospital and a Vice Chair of the Department of Surgery. 
Clinically, Dr. Sawin is highly regarded locally and 
nationally. He is an attending in pediatric general and 
thoracic surgery and in pediatric transplant surgery. As 

such, he helped to establish the pediatric liver transplant 
program and the Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation 
program (ECMO) at Seattle Children’s. As ably as Dr. Coe 
led before him, Dr. Sawin leads the way to face the current 
challenges. He leads SCH Surgery efforts in developing 
health care systems: systems that respond to today’s 
environment and ensure high quality, safe and cost effective 
care.

Division of Transplant Surgery

In 2011, Mary Pigott established the Roger K. Giesecke 
Professorship in Transplant Surgery to honor her late 
husband, Roger Kent Giesecke. In 2013, with more 
generous support from Ms. Pigott, the Professorship was 
elevated to the Roger K. Giesecke Distinguished Chair in 
Transplant Surgery. Jorge Reyes, MD, Professor, Chief of 
Transplant Surgery and Director of the Transplant Surgery 
Service at UW Medical Center was appointed to the Chair. 

Throughout the last five years of her husband’s life, Ms. 
Pigott felt that “every day was a gift.” Her commitment to 
honoring him through this endowed Chair has “created a 
foundation which provides additional resources to deepen 
learning in ways that will impact patients broadly during 
their entire transplant experience — before, during and after 
transplantation.” 

Herbert E. Coe Endowed Chair 
in Pediatric Surgery

Roger K. Giesecke Distiguished 
Chair in Transplant Surgery

Dr. Jorge Reyes and Ms. Mary Pigott

http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/herbert-e-coe-endowed-chair-in-pediatric-surgery/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/herbert-e-coe-endowed-chair-in-pediatric-surgery/
http://www.seattlechildrens.org/medical-staff/Robert-S-Sawin/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/roger-k-giesecke-distinguished-chair-in-transplant-surgery/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/roger-k-giesecke-distinguished-chair-in-transplant-surgery/
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/jorge-reyes


Surgery SynopSiS 19:4 • fall 2014 • page 7

Ms. Pigott’s goal in creating this Chair was to provide 
transplant faculty with the resources they need to do their 
best, most comprehensive work, while also allowing the 
University to retain and attract the finest faculty for the 
Division of Transplant Surgery. Ms. Pigott is delighted that 
UW Medicine chose a visionary leader like Dr. Jorge Reyes 
to be the first holder of this Chair. Dr. Reyes received his 
medical degree in 1979 in Brazil. He went on to complete 
a trauma surgery residency, a general surgery residency 
and a surgical pathology residency. He completed his 
final fellowship – a fellowship in transplantation – at the 
University of Pittsburg. He was recruited to the UW as 
a professor in the Department of Surgery in 2004. He is 
internationally known for his clinical abilities, his academic 
scholarship and for pushing forward the frontiers of 
research in transplantation. 

Trauma, Burn and Critical Care Surgery

The Jane and Donald D. Trunkey Endowed Chair in 
Trauma Surgery was upgraded from a Professorship to a 
Chair in 2005 with the generous gift from Jane Trunkey 
and Dr. Donald Trunkey, an alumnus of the UW School 
of Medicine and renamed to recognize them. The Chair 
was established to attract and retain a distinguished faculty 
member in the field of trauma surgery.

Ronald V. Maier, MD, Professor, Vice Chair of the 
Department of Surgery; Chief of Trauma, Burn and Critical 
Care Surgery; and Surgeon-in-Chief at Harborview Medical 
Center was named as the first and current holder of this 
Chair. Dr. Maier abundantly fulfills the qualifications for 
holding this Chair. He is nationally and internationally 
known as a leading trauma surgeon – a surgeon’s surgeon. 
He has led the Division of Trauma Surgery at Harborview 
Medical Center for many years; making it a premier trauma 
center within the country. He has mentored over 120 basic 
research and clinical trauma fellows, NIH researchers, 
medical and pre-doctoral students and international 
visiting scientists. He has a special knack for recruiting 
gifted young faculty and mentoring them until they are 

clinical and academic stars as well. He has built a strong 
cadre of well-trained clinicians, successful researchers 
and outstanding teachers that will last well beyond his 
years at UW Medicine. Young faculty in the Division of 
Trauma, Burn and Critical Care are provided direction, the 
benefit of his years of experience and wisdom, while at the 
same time encouraged to be independent clinicians and 
academicians—a difficult achievement for any leader.

Dr. Maier’s academic career is simply outstanding. His 
research has been funded by NIH and industry for over 20 
years, he has contributed to or has been co-author on 59 
book chapters and has been a contributing or co-author on 
over 300 published peer-reviewed articles. In October 2013, 
he delivered the ACS Scudder Oration on Trauma. He has 
received many awards, including: The John K. Stevenson 
Award for Teaching Excellence and Dedication to Resident 
Education; the Flance-Karl Award from the American 
Surgical Association; the ACGME’s Parker J. Palmer 
Courage to Teach Award; the prestigious Sheen Award; 
and the UW Medicine Award for Excellence in Mentoring 
Women.

He has held numerous leadership roles in both national 
and international medical organizations. Among others 
he served as President of the Shock Society; President 
of the American Association for the Surgery of Trauma; 
and President of the Surgical Infection Society. He has 
also been involved in the ACS Committee on Trauma. 
The distributions from the Trunkey Endowed Chair have 
helped to make Dr. Maier’s influence strong and indelible 
throughout UW Medicine Department of Surgery, but also 
well beyond to the world of trauma surgery and critical care 
at large.

Division of Plastic Surgery

The Jamie A. Hunter Endowed Professorship in 
Reconstructive Plastic Surgery was established in 2008 
to enhance the University’s ability to recruit and retain 

endowed Chairs 
Continued from page 6

(continued on page 8)

The Jamie A. Hunter  
Endowed Professorship in 

Reconstructive Plastic Surgery

The Jane and Donald D. 
Trunkey Endowed Chair in  

Trauma Surgery

http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/jane-and-donald-trunkey/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/jane-and-donald-trunkey/
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/ronald-maier
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/hunter/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/hunter/
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distinguished faculty in plastic and reconstructive surgery 
at Harborview Medical Center. Nicholas Vedder, MD, 
Professor and Chief of Plastic Surgery, is the holder of this 
Professorship. The Hunters established this endowment 
in gratitude to Dr. Vedder and members of the plastic 
and reconstructive team who treated their daughter, 
Jamie, after she was struck and seriously injured by a 
boulder while climbing Mt. Adams. You can watch the 
inspiring video of her story here. Dr. Vedder is expert 
in plastic and reconstructive surgery, hand surgery and 
reconstructive microsurgery. The support he receives from 
this Professorship has helped him to build a plastic and 
reconstructive team and program that is second to none, 
with a national and international reputation. 

The Marlys C. Larson Endowed Chair in Pediatric 
Craniofacial Surgery was established in 1997 by Chris 
Larson and Julia Larson Calhoun with the intention of 
attracting and retaining a distinguished surgeon to promote 
excellence in pediatric craniofacial surgical care, medical 
education and research. Joseph Gruss, MD, Professor, 
Division of Plastic Surgery, is a pediatric craniofacial plastic 
surgeon and holder of the Chair. He abundantly fulfills all 
of the requirements and qualifications for this Chair. He 
receives rave reviews from his patients and is sought out 
as a teacher of younger faculty. As a sample of his patient 
interactions, one of his patients recently posted this about 
him: “Three of my four children have cleft lips and palates 
and have had the privilege to have Dr. Gruss as their 
surgeon….Dr. Gruss has deeply impacted our family with his 
skills and kindness.”

Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery

The Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery has several 
endowments that are vital to moving forward the work of 
patient care, research and education in this Division. This 
Division combines surgical intervention for heart and 
thoracic disease from babies to the very elderly and includes 
heart and lung transplantation and mechanical devices. To 
support this Division in its mission to be on the leading 
edge of clinical care, research and education we have found 
an incredible cadre of donors who wish to partner with us. 

The endowed Chairs and Professorships in the Division of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery include:

The Endowed Chair in Lung Cancer Research was 
established in 1999 to enable the University to attract 
and retain a distinguished faculty member in lung cancer 
research, with a special emphasis on clinical research 
directed at identifying new approaches to the diagnosis and 
treatment of patients with lung cancer. Douglas Wood, 
MD, Professor and Chief of Cardiothoracic Surgery, was the 
initial recipient and continues to hold this endowment. As 
Dr. Paul Ramsey, Chief Executive Officer of UW Medicine, 
Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean 
of the School of Medicine, stated in his recommendation 
of appointment letter to then UW President, Richard 
McCormick: “He (Dr. Wood) is credited with creating one 
of the top thoracic surgery services in the nation and is 
nationally recognized in the field of lung cancer.” 

The K. Alvin and Shirley E. Merendino Endowed 
Professorship was established in 2006 to provide support 
for the Department of Surgery in attaining its mission of 
resident education. Edward Verrier, MD, Professor and 
Surgical Director of Education of the Joint Council on 
Thoracic Surgery Education (The Joint Council), is the 
initial and current recipient of this endowed professorship. 
He fulfills the requirements of this endowment superbly; 
he is highly respected both as a clinician and as a teacher 
and mentor. He has received the “Socrates Teaching 
Award” from the Thoracic Surgery Residents Association. 
In 2008 his role in resident education became larger when 
he assumed a position with the Joint Council in order to 
“redefine the cardiothoracic surgery education model and 
indirectly, the surgical education model, which will improve 
the University’s education programs as well as those of 
other institutions nation-wide.”

(continued on page 9)
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http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/nicholas-vedder
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XELO20RlCAM&feature=youtu.be
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/joseph-gruss
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/endowed-chair-in-lung-cancer-research/
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/douglas-wood
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/douglas-wood
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/paul-ramsey
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/merendino/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/merendino/
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/edward-verrier
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The Edmark Professorship in Cardiovascular Surgery was 
established in 1987 to provide support for research in the 
field of cardiovascular surgery in order to further progress 
developing techniques that will enhance and save human 
lives. Gabriel Aldea, MD, Professor, Adult Cardiac Section 
Chief and Co-Director of the UW Medicine Regional 
Heart Center, is the current recipient of this Professorship. 
Dr. Aldea is internationally recognized in the field of 
cardiopulmonary bypass surgery. Among other amazing 
accomplishments, his work on heparin-binding circuits in 
coronary bypass patients has significantly improved the 
safety of cardiopulmonary bypass and changed the way it is 
approached.

The UW Medicine Distinguished Endowed Professorship 
in Lung Transplant Research was established in 2007 
to enhance the University’s ability to attract and retain 
distinguished faculty in lung transplant research. Dr. 
Michael Mulligan, Professor and Section Chief of 
Thoracic Surgery, is the recipient of this endowment. Dr. 
Mulligan is internationally recognized as a lung transplant 
surgeon and runs a National Institutes of Health-funded 
research laboratory investigating lung dysfunction after 
transplantation. He is the incoming counselor for the 

United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) Region 6 
and has successfully trained and mentored residents and 
younger faculty as they have become the next leaders in lung 
transplant surgery.

The Lester and Connie LeRoss Endowed Professorship 
in Cardiovascular Surgery was created in 1999 to help 
further work in developing equipment, procedures, training 
techniques and personnel to treat heart-related ailments. 
Nahush Mokadam, MD, Associate Professor and Surgical 
Director of the Heart Transplantation & Mechanical 
Circulatory Support Program, has been the holder of the 
Professorship since 2010. Dr. Mokadam admirably fulfills 
the intention of this endowment; as example he has been 
the moving force behind the development and growth of 
the large mechanical circulatory support program at UW 
Medicine. To date, over 400 Ventricular Assist Device 
(VAD) implants have been performed.

The Edmark Professorship in 
Cardiovascular Surgery

UW Medicine Distinguished 
Endowed Professorship in  
Lung Transplant Research

The Lester and Connie LeRoss 
Endowed Professorship  

in Cardiovascular Surgery

(Left to right) Dr. Douglas Wood, Kris LeRoss, Brad LeRoss, 
Dr. Nahush Mokadam, Lester LeRoss, Teresa Serex,  

Steve Serex and Dr. Carlos Pellegrini.

K. Alvin and Shirley Merendino

http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/holders/gabriel-aldea/
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/gabriel-aldea
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/lung/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/lung/
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/michael-mulligan
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/michael-mulligan
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/leross/
http://depts.washington.edu/givemed/prof-chair/endowments/leross/
http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/nahush-mokadam
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Samuel and Althea Stroum Endowed Chair in Pediatric 
Cardiovascular Surgery

This Chair was established in 1991 to attract and 
retain a distinguished surgeon to promote excellence in 
cardiovascular surgical care, medical education and research 
for pediatric patients. In July 2013, after a national search, 
Jonathan Chen, MD, was recruited as the Division Chief of 
Pediatric Cardiac Surgery at Seattle Children’s Hospital and 
a Professor within the Department of Surgery and became 
the holder of this Chair. Dr. Chen is an internationally 
known clinician in pediatric congenital heart surgery and 
heart transplantation and he has a passion for extending 
contemporary congenital cardiac care to the developing 
world, leading several humanitarian trips to developing 
countries.

Strauss and Schilling Endowments

An important part of an academically robust surgical 
department is the ability to share knowledge from the 
foremost thinkers from around the world. However, it takes 
substantial funds to develop, plan and execute a symposium 
or learning event. As with endowed professorships and 
chairs, it is imperative to have funds from visionary and 
generous donors for these occasions. The Department of 
Surgery is fortunate to have several endowed/established 
funds in the Department of Surgery for visiting lecturers. 
We have chosen to highlight two that were established 
for the academic growth of the Department as a whole: 
the Strauss Lecture and the Schilling Lecture. Both are 
examples of ways, though different in focus, to keep our 
Department academically strong. And both are only 
possible through generous support from donors who had 
a strong academic vision and philanthropic interest in this 
Department.

Strauss Lectureship

The Annual Alfred A. Strauss, MD 
Lectureship In Surgery, named after 
the great, inspirational and famous Dr. 
Alfred A. Strauss, was established by 
the estate of Mrs. Margery Friedlander, 
Dr. Strauss’ daughter. In its 65th year, it 
has brought many important scholars to 
the Department of Surgery. Dr. Strauss 
was an alumnus of the University of Washington and that 
created a deep love and respect for this institution. He was 
an undergraduate football star and worked to establish 
scholarships for athletes at the University of Washington. 
He also personally recruited athletes to the UW football 
team!

At the time he received his medical training, there was no 
UW School of Medicine. Though his medical training and 
entire medical career were spent in Chicago, he believed 
strongly that the UW should have a School of Medicine. 
And, he did something about it. On July 22, 1944 Dr. 
Strauss met with then Washington Governor Langlie and 
strongly advocated for state funding for a new medical 
school. An appropriations bill was signed by the Governor 
in 1945 and in the fall of 1946, the first class started 
medical school at UW.

Dr. Strauss’ continued interest in the UW School of 
Medicine led him to sponsor a surgical lectureship in 1950. 
Thus, the Strauss Lectureship was born. It has continued 
every year since 1950 and is now in its 65th year. To honor 
their father, the Strauss/Friedlander family established this 
lectureship for the benefit of all in the School of Medicine, 
but most especially for the Department of Surgery. Through 
the years some of the most surgery-forward, provocative 
and timely subjects have been discussed at the Strauss 
Lecture by the leading minds of that generation of surgeons. 
Click here to see the breadth and scope of these lectures. 
The Department is grateful for the interest, vision and 
generosity of donors like the Strauss/Friedlanders.

Samuel and Althea Stroum 
Endowed Chair in Pediatric 

Cardiovascular Surgery

(continued on page 11)

http://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/jonathan-chen
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The Schilling Endowed Lectureship and Annual Schilling 
Research Symposium

The Helen and John 
Schilling Endowed 
Lectureship was 
established by the late 
Helen Schilling to 
bring distinguished 
scholars to the 
Department of Surgery 
at the University 
of Washington, 
and to enhance the 

Department’s commitment to the highest standards of 
patient care, teaching, research and scholarship. It was Mrs. 
Schilling’s wish that the lectureship be in honor of her 
husband, John. Dr. Schilling devoted his life to academic 
medicine in a career spanning 50 years.

Dr. Schilling came to the University of Washington in 1974 
as a senior investigator and, upon the sudden resignation of 
the chairman, was asked to take over the management of the 
Department of Surgery. This chairmanship, his third, lasted 
eight years until his retirement. His first responsibility 
was to recruit faculty to fill the many vacancies, a task he 
achieved after several stormy years. Upon his retirement 
in 1983, he had recruited 41 new faculty members and 
graduated a total of 40 chief residents. His career in 
academic surgery was marked by a devotion to patient care 
and teaching, as well as research. 

The Schilling Lecture began in 1995 and has been held 
annually since then. As part of the Schilling Lectureship, 
the Department has set aside one and one-half days to 
focus on Research. Residents and Fellows present research 
to a panel of faculty and the Schilling lecturer. The 
presentations are discussed and prizes for the best research 
presentation are presented at the Schilling dinner, after the 
Schilling Lecture. 

The 21st Annual Schilling Lecture and Research 
Symposium will be held in February 27, 2015 with guest 
Schilling Lecturer Walter J. Pories, MD, Professor of Surgery 
at East Carolina University.

Crowdfunding is the practice of funding a project or 
venture by raising many small amounts of money from 
a large number of people, typically via the Internet. The 
crowdfunding industry is young but has seen tremendous 
growth, more than tripling in size over the last three years. 
Industry reports by Massolution estimate that $5.1 billion 
was raised worldwide in 2013, up from $2.7 billion in 2012 
and $1.5 billion in 2011.

This funding approach has begun to gain traction in 
Department of Surgery (DOS), especially as federal sources 
of funding (National Institutes of Health and others) 
have been steadily declining. Some of the uses that have 
been explored in DOS include supplemental funding for 
sponsored investigators; supporting pilot projects not yet 
ready for NIH submission; large equipment purchases 
not otherwise covered; or providing bridge funding to 
established investigators who are between funded projects.

Of the several hundred crowdfunding platforms around 
the world, Consano.org is one of only a few that specializes 
in medical research. Consano, which means “to heal” 
in Latin, was founded by Molly Lindquist, who in 2011 
was diagnosed with breast cancer. Ms. Lindquist wanted 
to find a way to support medical research directly so as 
to reduce the chances of her daughters facing a similar 
fate one day. As a non-profit crowd-funding platform, 
Consano allows users to browse over a dozen projects in 
areas ranging from cancer to diabetes to mental health, 
and donate at any level they choose. Minus a small fee to 
PayPal, 100% of the proceeds goes to the investigator and 
may be used to fund any number of research expenses, 
such as laboratory supplies, research assistants, and even 
clinical trial volunteers. Consano’s robust process of vetting 
projects includes review by a scientific advisory board whose 
31 members include physicians, scientists, and patient and 
research advocates. Members evaluate each project to ensure 
it is legitimate, relevant, and has potential for creating real 
change.

Dr. Michael Mulligan, Professor in the 
Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery, 
(pictured right) and Dr. James Park, 
Associate Professor in the Division of 
General Surgery, (pictured on page 12) 
are two recent and relevant examples 
of DOS faculty using crowdfunding to 
support their research. Dr. Mulligan’s 
project, “Short of Breath: Increasing Available Lungs for 
Transplant” raised over $13,000 from 60 donors, which 

(continued on page 12)
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