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Welcome 2018–19 New Surgery Residents

Aldrin Alpuerto, MD 
Cardiothoracic Surgery R1

Ryan Bakhit, DO 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Kyle Bilodeau, MD 
General Surgery R1

HingKiu Chan, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Michelle Chen, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Jennifer Chyu, MD 
Urology R1

Matias Czerwonko Pupi, MD 
General Surgery R1

Rebecca DeSanti, MD 
Plastic Surgery R1

W h y  I  C h o s e  R e s i d e n c y  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S u r g e r y . . .

(continued on page 7)

“Complex patients, great city and 
friendly people in program.”

“I was drawn to the diverse patient 
population and dynamic pathology 
served by the various training sites 
within this program. Additionally, I 
was very impressed by the faculty 
and residents that comprise the UW 
Department of Surgery.”

“Diverse clinical opportunities, the 
strength of a training program and 

a strong personal support system 
in Seattle.”

“Its location in the Pacific Northwest, 
the reputation of the University, the 
opportunity for research collabora-
tion, and the quest to train at UW 
for 15 years!”

“Reputation of the program for pro-
ducing skilled surgeons, collaborative 
research environment, located in Seat-
tle (and the coffee here!).”

“Its location, research, and clinical 
training.”

“Great urology residents and faculty 
and a really fun city!”

“Diversity of clinical experiences, 
faculty conversations from interview, 
strong departments in all fields, and 
expectation of clinical excellence.”

“Access to world class faculty in a 
beautiful location.”
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Amir Ghaffarian, MD 
Vascular Surgery R1

Thejas Hiremath, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Tyler Jackson, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Daniel Kaufman, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Justin Kaufmann, DO 
General Surgery R1

Peter Kirk, MD 
Urology R1

Vanessa Leonhard, DO 
Plastic Surgery R1

Dustin Lima, DO 
Preliminary Surgery R1

W h y  I  C h o s e  R e s i d e n c y  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S u r g e r y . . . ( c o n t . )

(continued on page 8)

“The amazing clinical volume and 
experience coupled with the out-
standing culture and clinical faculty 
that you get to work with. Simply put 
I don’t think there are many other 
programs in the country with as high 
of clinical volume and depth for hand, 
craniofacial and microsurgical cases.”

“Strength of program as far as volume, 
diversity of cases, and the collabora-
tion and culture of the residents and 
faculty.”

“Prestigious medical center, top rank-
ing surgical training program, large 
academic institution, welcoming 
staff during the interview, cultural 
diversity, abundant resources for 
education, located in a metropolitan 
area surrounded by beautiful nature. 
Other than being far from family, 
this program has everything I was 
looking for and more and because I 
love it here!”

“The  Otolaryngology program at UW 
is world class. With an outstand-
ing clinical experience and a true 
emphasis on academics, including a 
T32 research year, the opportunity 
just couldn’t be beat!”
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Christopher Little, MD 
General Surgery R1

Jacob LoMonaco, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

David Ludwig, MD 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery R1

Chris Marfo, MD 
General Surgery R1

Dana Nielsen, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Rodney Nishimoto, MD 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery R1

Timothy Nobbee, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Parth Rajguru, DO 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Jason Reynolds, MD 
Urology R1

S. Andrew Seong, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Johnathan Shih, MD 
Plastic Surgery R1

Phillip Tolley, MD 
Plastic Sugery R1

(continued on page 9)
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Ethan Ungchusri, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Elyor Vidal, MD 
Preliminary Surgery R1

Michael Weykamp, MD 
General Surgery R1

Frank Yang, MD 
General Surgery R1

Karen Zemplenyi, MD 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery R1


