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Dr. Sam Mandell
Associate Professor
Division of Trauma, Burn & 
Critical Care Surgery

Dr.  Sam Mandel l  i s  a  Trauma,  Cr i t ica l 
C a re  &  B u r n  S u rg e o n  a t  H a r b o r v i e w 
Medica l  Center.  H is  c l in ica l  interests 
inc lude the acute care  of trauma and 
burn patients and Extracorporeal  L ife 
S u p p o r t  ( E C L S ) .  W i t h  a n  i n t e re s t  i n 
qual ity improvement,  he serves as the 
D i re c t o r of  Q u a l i t y I m p rove m e n t  fo r 

the ECLS program at Harborview,  as wel l  as the Central  Region 
Trauma Qual ity Improvement Committee.  National ly,  he wi l l  be 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B u r n  A s s o c i at i o n  t o  d eve l o p  n e w 
qual ity improvement dashboards for the Burn Qual ity Improve-
ment Program. Active in the Washington State Trauma System, 
he serves on the State of Washington Trauma and EMS Steering 
Co m m i t t e e .  He  h a s  h e l p e d  t o  d r i ve  fo r w a rd  a  s t at e  TQ I P co l-
laborative for al l  Level  1  and 2 trauma centers and serves as the 
Chair of the State Outcomes Technical  Advisory Committee.  As 
a  past select ion by the ACS Committee on Trauma as a  part  of 
the ir Future  Trauma Leaders  program,  he  worked on creat ing 
best practice guidelines for imaging in trauma and incorporating 
patient reported outcomes into qual ity improvement programs. 
Dr.  Mandel l  is  a lso an educator directing the burn resident ro-
tat ion as  wel l  as  be ing an Ass istant  Program Director for the 
Surgical  Cr it ical  Care Fel lowship.  His  research interests include 
ECLS,  burn wound imaging,  and the management of burn pain.
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Dr.  James Park
Professor
Division of General Surgery

Dr. Park, is a surgical oncologist special-
izing in hepatopancreatobiliary surgery 
and the Director of UW Medical Center’s 
Liver Tumor Cl inic .  He has extensive 
experience with complex minimally in-
vasive surgical techniques, and was the 
f irst to perform robotic hepatectomy 
and Whipple procedures in the Pacif ic 
Northwest  and in  Washington State , 

respectively.  Dr.  Park serves as the Chair of the Robotic  Steer-
ing Committee,  and in 2019 successful ly led efforts to designate 
UWMC-Montlake a  Ce n t e r of E xce l l e n ce  i n  Ro b ot i c  S u rg e r y , 

making UWMC-ML the first academic medical  center on the West 
Coast to receive such a designation.  Dr.  Park is  Cl inical  Director 
of Surgical  Specialt ies for the WWAMI Institute for Simulation 
i n  H e a l t h c a re ,  t h ro u g h  w h i c h  h e  d eve l o p e d  a  fo r m a l  ro b ot i c 
t ra in ing  curr icu lum for surg ica l  res idents  which  incorporates 
both hands-on and simulation training.  Dr.  Park‘s translational 
research program  involves cutting-edge nanotechnology ther-
anostics to improve both diagnosis and treatment of l iver cancer. 
He bel ieves more precise technology using ant ibody-targeted 
immuno-PET imaging can be used to select patients for surgery 
more effectively and enhance its impact.  Additionally,  alpha-and 
high-energy beta-part ic le  emitt ing radioisotopes can be used 
for targeted treatment for these patients.  National ly,  he holds 
l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  a s  a  m e m b e r of  t h e  N CC N  h e p at o b i l i a r y 

cancer panel  and the ISDS executive committee.
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Dr.  Venu Pillarisetty
Professor
Division of General Surgery

D r.  Ve n u  P i l l a r i s e t t y  i s  a  p a n c re a t i c 
surg ica l  oncologist  at  the  Univers i ty 
of Washington Medical  Center and the 
Seattle Cancer Care All iance (SCCA).  He 
runs a  basic  sc ience laboratory – the 
UW Tumor Immune MicroEnvironment 
(TIME) lab  – that studies pancreatic and 
other gastrointest inal  cancers ,  us ing 
cutting-edge techniques to ult imately 

develop effective immunotherapies for these aggressive diseases. 
His  laboratory is  funded through federa l  grants  and industry 
partnerships ,  and he is  current ly working with the Southwest 
Oncology Group (SWOG) to develop a mult icenter neoadjuvant 
i m m u n ot h e ra py/c h e m ot h e ra py t r i a l  fo r p at i e n t s  w i t h  re s e c t -
a b l e  o r b o rd e r l i n e  re s e c t a b l e  p a n c re at i c  c a n ce r b a s e d  o n  h i s 
lab’s  recent findings  (Seo et al .  Cl inical  Cancer Research 2019) . 
His  team is  completing enrol lment for a novel  Phase I I  study at 
UWMC evaluating preoperative lanreotide for the prevention of 
pancreat ic  leaks ,  and they hope this  wi l l  lead to  a  larger mul-
t icenter randomized control led tr ia l .  In  his  administrat ive role 
as Medical  Director of Continuous Performance Improvement at 
SCCA,  he is  working with c l inical  and operational  teams to apply 
lean principles to optimize cancer care.  The pancreatic  surgery 
group at UWMC has successfully used these principles to achieve 
remarkably low complication rates and short lengths of stay for 
pancreaticoduodenectomies (Whipple procedures) .
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