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The 2020 Fall Issue of Surgery 
Synopsis is dedicated to our 

teaching mission. We are filled 
with pride as our graduating train-
ees—residents and fellows from 
all our programs: general, plas-
tic, cardiothoracic, and vascular 
surgery–conclude this important 
phase of their career and begin the 
next phase, some moving on to 
fellowships, many beginning their 
full-fledged careers as clinicians, 
researchers and teachers. It is hard 
to find words that express the bitter-
sweet emotions we all feel and we 
will miss them greatly! 

This year’s graduation celebra-
tions were necessarily different 
due to COVID-19 but our excellent 
Residency Program Directors and 
education staff adeptly pivoted to 
virtual graduation ceremonies. Hard 
work, ingenuity and technology pro-
duced meaningful ending rituals. 
Please read more about our grad-
uation ceremonies and events on 
page 4.

While sad to see our graduates leav-
ing, we are excited to welcome our 
new group of residents and fellows 
and are delighted to have them join 
the UW Surgery community. During 
this most unusual of years, so much 
had to be reconfigured to address 
the challenges of the pandemic 
while still providing a stellar train-
ing experience. 

I am impressed with the collabor-
ative response by our Program 
Directors (PDs) under the over-
all direction of our Associate Chair 
of Education, Dr. Karen Horvath: 
Drs. Horvath (General Surgery); Jeff 
Friedrich (Plastic Surgery); Kathleen 
Berfield (Cardiothoracic Surgery); 
and Niten Singh (Vascular Sur-
gery) met extensively to coordinate 
and implement a cohesive Depart-
ment plan. The dedicated work 
and imagination of our PDs and of 

our education staff, all working to-
gether, resulted in new methods 
and incorporation of new technol-
ogy to maintain and even enhance 
our high-quality training, in spite of 
a pandemic. Some of the changes 
include:

• Restructuring the resident 
teams in a ‘platoon’ fashion 
during the peak of the crisis. 
The experience was published 
in JAMA Surgery and served as 
a reference for many training 
programs in the US and world-
wide in how to safely reorganize 
in a pandemic. "Emergency 
Restructuring of a General 
Surgery Residency Program 
During the Coronavirus Dis-
ease 2019 Pandemic—The 
University of Washington Ex-
perience;"

• Restructuring department resi-
dency orientation days to allow 
for social distancing;

• Moving all didactic teaching to 
online formats;

Amidst these changes, we addition-
ally look ahead to the next academic 
year as resident recruitment season 
begins. We are adapting and changing 
in order to attract and match medi-
cal students in all of our programs. 

Douglas E. Wood, MD,  
FACS, FRCSEd (ad hom) 

The Henr y N. Harkins 
Professor and Chair

Chair’s  Message
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https://twitter.com/UWSurgery
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Chair’s  Message
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We are faced with the new challenge 
of introducing our Department, the 
University and the Puget Sound 
region to remote students from 
around the country. And, in turn, 
these students will be selecting and 
ranking residency programs without 
ever traveling to Seattle, visiting our 
teaching hospitals, or directly meet-
ing our faculty and residents. The 
residency program hosted “Virtual 
Visits” for medical students inter-
ested in applying to our program. 
Topics included: Resident Rounds 
including Q&A with current trainees; 
hospital site overview; research and 
professional development oppor-
tunities; discussion of Department 
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (includ-
ing the Women’s Council) as well as 
the Department’s Wellness initia-
tives. 

Finally, the residency website is in 
the process of upgrading to better 
assist and inform residency appli-
cants and create virtual visits and 
interviews to closely reflect an in-
person experience. 

While everyone hopes we return to 
in-person interviews, the lessons 
learned now will continue to be in-
valuable long term. A silver lining 
of this experience is that we may 
find ways to use some of the virtual 
format in the future to help more 
students learn about our programs, 
and to simplify expenses and logis-
tics for both the students and our 
programs, which may increase the 
number and diversity of medical 
students that might otherwise not 
make a physical trip to Seattle.

The pandemic has also affected our 
medical student education and our 
surgical clerkships have been ad-
justed to meet the challenge. The 
entire spring quarter was cancelled 
across the School of Medicine (SOM) 
and medical students were removed 
from clinical environments in March 
and were not able to return until 
June 29th. 

Programs were then asked to ac-
commodate 12 months of clinical 
education into 9 months and the 
Department of Surgery developed 
an altered course schedule that 
remains six weeks long but now 
consists of four weeks of in-person 
clinical training and two weeks of 
online virtual coursework to sup-
plement their learning. This change 
eliminated overlap of students in 
the clinical environment while still 
accommodating required rotations 
and necessary training. 

These changes were a tremendous 
undertaking. Collaboration among 
more than 30 Department fac-
ulty produced 32 new lectures on 
common surgical topics which in-
tegrated core curriculum from the 
American College of Surgeons and 
Association for Surgical Education, 
as well as incorporating numerous 
virtual cases. Students also now 
complete a virtual skills lab on su-
turing that is hosted by Dr. Dennis 
Kao and the plastic surgery faculty 
and residents. 

The American Journal of Surgery 
published the Department’s plan 
for the altered structured in April.
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Chair’s  Message
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It was an enormous undertaking to 
create this structure and implement 
extensive changes to the clerkships 
in a short period of time, and we are 
all so grateful for the faculty coming 
together to undertake this challenge. 

The Surgery Recovery Initiative has 
proven vital as we have returned 
to pre-COVID clinical actives while 
continuing to work in a COVID envi-
ronment. The Department continues 
to adapt to working during COVID, 
taking safe care of patients, faculty 
and other caregivers. I am pleased to 
report at this time that surgical vol-
umes have ramped back up to near 
normal levels. This is good news for 
everyone: patients who need sur-
gery, our faculty, trainees and our 
financial stability. 

Our staff are unparalleled in their 
dedication to keeping the impor-
tant work moving forward. Many 
of our Department staff are able to 
work remotely, even though many 
would prefer to return to work in our 
offices. Faculty have been support-
ive of their staff and have adapted 
to having fewer staff around on a 
day-to-day basis but are looking for-
ward to a time when we can return to 
working together in person. 

I am so proud of all members of our 
Department and their willingness 
to adapt to circumstances to keep 
taking excellent care of patients, 
providing quality teaching to our 
trainees, and keeping the research 
and administrative work of the de-
partment moving forward. 

Our focus on Diversity, Equity, In-
clusion and Anti-Racism continues 
within the Department. The Diversity 
Council has completed a Department 
environmental survey, which were 
shared at our annual Harkins Sym-
posium on October 16th. A group 

of faculty and residents have es-
tablished a book club, open to all 
Department of Surgery employ-
ees, with a focus on self-education 
on race issues, believing that we all 
need to be responsible for our own 
education, and not simply lean on the 
Diversity Council or our minority col-
leagues to teach us about racism. 

The staff have established an Anti-
Racism Group that is composed of 
members from across the Depart-
ment. Susan Marx, Vice-Chair of 
Finance & Administration, is leading 
this group. Their mission is to de-
velop a space to brainstorm ideas 
and pathways for education, aware-
ness and actions and become a 
department of conscience that em-
beds diversity, equity and inclusion in 
every aspect of our staff operations. 
This group works in alignment with 
the Diversity Council, but its work is 
focused on staff. Susan Marx has au-
thored our “Diversity Column” for this 
issue. Please find it on page 27.

In keeping with our focus on educa-
tion, our focus on Research is on the 
resident research activities. Please 
read on 9.

We have included a section on the 
Department of Surgery participa-
tion in this year’s recently concluded 
American College of Surgeon’s (ACS) 
annual Clinical Congress. DoS faculty 
were highly involved with this year’s 
virtual Congress activities, including 
numerous presentations, a keynote 
address, and through committees 
work and other ACS leadership roles. 

Of note, featured at the ACS Clin-
ical Congress was a presentation 
on the multi-year study Comparing 
Outcomes of Drugs and Appendec-
tomy (CODA) conducted through the 
Surgical Outcomes Resource Center 
(SORCE) under the direction of Prin-

cipal Investigator David Flum, MD, 
MPH, Director of SORCE (he is also 
the Department’s Associate Chair for 
Research) and Co-Investigator Giana 
Davidson, MD, MPH, Associate Pro-
fessor of Surgery in General Surgery 
Division and Section Chief of Emer-
gency General Surgery. The CODA 
study results have been published in 
the New England Journal of Medicine.

Our 71st annual Harkins Symposium 
and Strauss Lecture took place on 
Friday, October 16, 2020. This year’s 
lecturer was Dr. Edward Cornwell, III, 
MD, FACS, FCCM, and he gave a lec-
ture entitled “Outcomes Disparities in 
Trauma Care: Who, When, Why.” Dr. 
Cornwell is the Surgeon-In-Chief at 
Howard University Hospital in Wash-
ington, D.C. as well as Chair of the 
Howard University College of Medi-
cine Department of Surgery. Please 
read page 17 to learn more about 
this year’s Harkins/Strauss events 
and topics. 

We have added several new faculty in 
the past several months. They are in-
troduced on page 11.

As always is the case, our faculty con-
tinue to shine, win awards, honors 
and are in the media. Sixty-four of 
our faculty were “Top Docs” in the 
two Seattle magazines, Seattle Met 
and Seattle Magazine.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue 
of Surgery Synopsis.

Sincerely,

Douglas E. Wood, MD, FACS, FRCSEd
The Henry N. Harkins 

Professor & Chair
Depar tment of Surger y

Universi t y of Washing ton

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2014320
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2014320
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dePa r t M eN t o F  su rg er y

2020 re si d eN t 
gr a d uat i o N di N N er

The 2020 Department of Surgery Chief Resi-

dents’ Dinner was held virtually in Seattle, 

WA, June 2020. Welcome and introductions 

were presented by Drs. Douglas Wood, The 

Henry N. Harkins Professor and Chair, and Karen 

Horvath, Professor and Director, Residency Pro-

gram in General Surgery. A special thanks was 

also given to the Department of Surgery’s Edu-

cation staff: Kira Martin, Gina Coluccio, Anne 

Long, Karyn Crowe, Joanna Ames, Suzanne Mills, 

Kristelle Calma, Laura Yale, Caroline Sabella, 

Katie Nowlin and Kaitlin Ree.

Chief Residents  
Finishing June 2020

DIVISION OF CARDIOTHOR ACIC SURGERY 
INTEGR ATED RESIDENCY PROGR AM

Dr. Swaroop Bommareddi
MCS/ Transplant Fellowship

Universi t y of Wisconsin

DIVISION OF VASCULAR SURGERY 
INTEGR ATED RESIDENCY PROGR AM

Dr. Anna Ohlsson
Clinical A ssis tant Professor
Division of Vascular Surger y
Universi t y of Pennsylvania

DIVISION OF PLASTIC SURGERY 
INTEGR ATED RESIDENCY PROGR AM

Dr. Kate Impastato
Plas t ic Surger y

Marshall Universi t y

Dr. Tommy Liu
Craniofacial Fel lowship

Universi t y of Cali fornia, Los Angeles

Dr. Shane Morrison
Gender-Af f irming Surger y Fellowship

Universi t y of Michigan

Dr. Trent Morton
Plas t ic Surger y

Proliance Plas t ic and Reconstruc t ive Surgeons

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
GENER AL SURGERY RESIDENCY PROGR AM

Dr. Brian J . Cook
Abdominal Transplant Fellowship

Universi t y of Washing ton

Dr. Sarah M. Kolnik
Surgical Cri t ical Care Trauma Fellowship

Universi t y of Kentucky

Dr. Vimukta M. Mahadev
Surgical Cri t ical Care Trauma Fellowship

Universi t y of Washing ton

Dr. Amer H. Nassar
Har vard Universi t y/BIDMC

Plas t ic and Reconstruc t ive Surger y Fellowship

Dr. Francys C. Verdial Argueta
Breas t Surgical Oncology Fellowship

Memorial Sloane Ket ter ing Cancer Center

Dr. Jay Zhu
Minimally Invasive Surger y Fellowship

Universi t y of Washing ton

Preliminary Residents 
Finishing June 2020

Dr. Alex Charboneau Dr. Peter Park

Dr. Waraporn Denjalearn Dr. Amar Shah

Dr. Robert Dionisio Dr. Charles Tandler

Dr. Abhi Jain Dr. Justin Terracciano

Dr. Daniel Kaufman Dr. Philip Tong

Dr. Christopher Lewis Dr. Theresa Wang

Dr. Jason Lizalek Dr. Michael Wong

Dr. Jacob LoMonaco Dr. Jefferson Yu

Dr. Ryan Musolf

(continued on page 5)
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NewsSurgery Fellows  
Finishing June 2020

Dr. Jeff Anderson
Surgical Critical Care

Dr. Navin Bhatia
Surgical Critical Care

Dr. Chelsea Boe
Hand Surgery

Dr. Mert Calis
Craniofacial Surgery

Dr. Peter Joseph Edpao
Transplant Surgery

Dr. Colette Inaba
Minimally Invasive Surgery

Dr. Abbie Jensen
Surgical Critical Care

Dr. Nicole Kurnik
Craniofacial Surgery

Dr. Stephanie Mason
Surgical Critical Care

Dr. David Miranda
Surgical Cri t ical Care

Dr. Ugochi Okoroafor-Ridgway
Hand Surger y

Dr. Rachel Payne
Surgical Cri t ical Care

Dr. Lela Posey
Surgical Cri t ical Care

Dr. Brian Pridgen
Hand Surger y

Dr. Marko Rojnica
Pediatr ic Surger y

Dr. Joel Sternbach
Cardiothoracic Surger y

Dr. Rebecca Ur
Vascular Surger y

Dr. Kent Yamaguchi
Hand Surger y

(continued on page 6) 

2020 Graduating Chief
Resident Awards

HARKINS SOCIETY &  
HENRY HARKINS AWARD

Presented to a Universit y of Washing ton School of 
Medicine medical s tudent who has completed outstanding 

clinical work and demonstrated a s trong interest in 
pursuing training in a surgical discipline. 

Presented by Dr. Krist ine Calhoun, Associate Professor,  
Div ision of General Surger y

Awardee—Dr. Annie Yang, Graduate, University of 
Washington, School of Medicine, Class of 2020

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY  
STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD

Presented to a s tudent who has per formed outstanding  
research within the Depar tment of Surgery.

Presented by Dr. Krist ine Calhoun, Associate Professor,  
Div ision of General Surger y

Awardee—Dr. Ar vind Bakthavatsalam, Prelimar y (R1)

RESIDENT ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD
Presented to General Surgery residents who  

scored in the 85th percentile or greater from  
across the nation on the ABSITE exam in 2020.

Presented by Dr. Karen Hor vath, Professor and Director, 
Residency Program in General Surger y

Awardees—Drs. Oluwatobi Afolayan (Chief ) , Catherine 
Beni (Research), Kyle Bilodeau (R3), Nina Clark (R2), 

Matias Czerwonko Pupi (R3), Sara Daniel (R4), Lindsey 
Dickerson (R2), David Droullard (Research), Dara Horn 
(R4), Daniel Kaufman (R3), Jason Lizalek (R2), Jamie Oh 

(Research), Joshua Rosen (Research), Kevin Sullivan 
(Chief ) , and Michael Weykamp (R3)
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2020 Graduating Chief
Resident Awards (cont.)

JUNIOR RESIDENT ACADEMIC  
LEADERSHIP AWARD

Presented to an R1 or R2 surgery resident who par t icipates in 
the greatest number of Journal Clubs in an academic year.

Presented by Dr. Karen Hor vath, Professor and Director, 
Residency Program in General Surger y

Awardees—Drs. Kate McNevin (R2), General Surger y and 
Lindsay Dickerson (R2), General Surger y

HARBORVIEW HOUSESTAFF AWARD NOMINEE
This nomination recognizes the resident or fellow  

for their “ex traordinary clinical abili t y and humanitarian  
concern,” as best shown through their exemplary care 

provided to Harborview Medical Center ’s patients .

Presented by Dr. Karen Hor vath, Professor and Director, 
Residency Program in General Surger y

Nominee—Dr. Amer Nasser, Chief,  
Division of General Surger y

STEVENSON FACULTY TEACHING AWARD
The Stevenson Facult y Teaching Award (es t . 1989) in  

memory of former facult y member Dr. John K.  
Stevenson, salutes facult y teaching excellence  

and dedication to resident education.

Presented by Chief Residents: Drs. Swaroop Bommareddi, Anna 
Ohlsson, Kate Impastato, Tommy Liu, Shane Morrison, Trent 
Mor ton, Brian J . Cook, Sarah M. Kolnik , V imukta M. Mahadev, 

Amer H. Nassar, Francys C. Verdial Argueta, and Jay Zhu

Awardee—Dr. James Oh Park, Professor,  
Division of General Surger y

THE DAVID TAPPER RESIDENT TEACHING 
& LEADERSHIP AWARD

The David Tapper Resident Teaching and Leadership  
Award is presented to a General Surgery Chief Resident  

who exemplif ies the teaching and leadership  
qualit ies that others seek to emulate.

Presented by Dr. Douglas Wood,  
The Henr y N. Harkins Professor and Chair

Awardee—Dr. Brian J . Cook, Chief,  
Division of General Surger y
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WHY DID I CHOOSE  
UW DOS RESIDENCY?

" I  c h o s e  t h e  U W  D o S  f o r  t h e  r i g o r o u s  b r e a d t h 

and depth in cl in ical  training and the exceptional 

mentor ship for resident academic development ."

" I  t h o u g h t  i t  wo u l d  p r ov i d e  t h e  m o s t  o p t i o n s  I 

would be interested in as a prel iminar y resident ."

" I  s e a r ch e d  f o r  a n d  f o u n d  a  r e s i d e n c y  p r o g r a m 

t ha t  o f f e r s  a  d i ve r s i t y  o f  s e t t in gs  to  l ea r n  in .  I 

wi l l  have a  broad s wath of  e x per iences that  are 

o n l y  p o s s i b l e  a t  t r a u m a  c e n t e r s  a n d  a c a d e m i c 

ce n t e r s .  I  w i l l  l e a r n  t o  wo r k  w i t h  t h e  s i cke s t  o f 

surgical  pat ient s ."

WHAT EXCITES ME THE MOST 
REGARDING MY RESIDENCY?

" I  am thr i l led to train not only with such knowl-
edgeable and approachable attending surgeons but 
also wonderful the wonderful residents, fellows, and 
staff of UW as a whole. Everyone I have met embod-
ies "Patients are f irst" to the fullest, and ever y day 
I am inspired to push harder to be a better doctor, 
surgeon, and person." 

"All my amazing co-residents. I am also very excited 
for the oppor tunit y to ser ve the pat ient s in the 
W WAMI region."

" I  g e t  to  wo r k w i t h  f a cul t y  w h o are  rea l l y  co m-
mit ted to my education and grow th as a surgeon. 
T h e r e  is  a  l o t  o f  p o s i t i v i t y  a n d  e n co u r a g e m e n t 

around you ever yday."

M a x A d cox ,  M D
C a r d i o t h o r a c i c 

S u r g e r y R 1

G i u l i a 
D a n e s h g a r a n ,  M D

P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y R 1

A r v i n d 
B a k t h av a t s a l a m , M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

L i n d s ay 
Ey s e n b a c h ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

N a t a l i e 
Fr i e d r i c k s ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

O n y i E n s o u ,  D M D, M D
O r a l  & M a x i l l o f a c ia l 

S u r g e r y R 1

J o n a t h a n
G a t t o ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

A l e x a n d r a 
H e r n a n d e z ,  M D
G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y R 1

R o n a l d 
G o u b e r t ,  M D
P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

Ke v i n 
H u a n g ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

C h e l s e y 
L e m a s t e r,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

S a r a h 
L a P i e r r e ,  M D
P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

R a c h e l  L i m , D D S ,  M D
O r a l  & M a x i l l o f a c ia l 

S u r g e r y R 1

C a t h e r i n e 
Ly n c h ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

C o n n o r 
M a m i k u n i a n ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

S h a n i q u e 
M a r t i n ,  M D

P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y R 1

M a r l i e  
E l i a ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

(continued on page 8)

Welco me 2020-21
Ne W Su rg er y  re SideN t S

The Department of Surgery welcomes our new, first-year 2020-2021 residents. The Department is proud 
to have this group begin their surgical educational journeys working towards being leaders in their fields.
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WHY DO I WANT TO  
BE A SURGEON?

"I  want to help patients through some of the most 

vulnerable t imes in their  l ives .  I  prefer  pressure 

situations because it  chal lenges me to const antly 

hold myself accountable and improve on a regular 

basis ."

" I  l i ke  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  h e l p  p a t i e n t s  i n  a  t a n g i b l e 

way.  Surger y gives you a technical  sk i l lset  as an 

addit ional  way to t ake care of  your pat ient s ."

" I  h ave  a l w ay s  e n j oye d  wo r k i n g  w i t h  m y  h a n d s , 

w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  t h r o u g h  c e r a m i c s ,  k n i t t i n g  o r 

co ok in g ,  an d for  m e,  b e in g a  surg e on wi l l  a l low 

me to harness my creat iv it y and dr ive to provide 

pat ient care through t angible result s ."

HOW DID I CHOOSE MY 
SURGICAL SPECIALT Y?

"I chose general surgery because it was the rotation 

I  enjoyed most dur ing medical  school .  Especial ly 

af ter  my Sub-I  in  surgical  oncology,  I  k new that 

I  enjoyed not only the cases themselves but also 

t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  d e c is i o n - m a k i n g  p r o ce s s e s  i n 

general  surger y."

" I  chos e c ardiot hor acic  surger y be c aus e I  rea l l y 

love physio logy and was drawn to the abi l i t y  to 

change and manipulate physiology in the OR.  A s 

a result ,  in both cardiac and thoracic surger y,  the 

major i t y  of  op er at ions c an b e l i fe - changing for 

patients.  I 'm biased, but also think cardiothoracic 

surger y has the best anatomy."

Welco me 2020-21
Ne W Su rg er y  re SideN t S 

C r a i g  
M ay,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

R e e ce  
M i l l e r,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

C o d y  
M cH a r g u e ,  M D

G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y R 1

R e g i n a l d 
N k a n s a h ,  M D

Va s c u l a r S u r g e r y R 1

C o u r t n e y 
O r s b o n ,  M D
P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

N z u e ko h  
N c h i n d a ,  M D

G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y R 1

K a n v a r  
P a n e s a r,  D D S ,  M D

O r a l  & M a x i l l o f a c ia l  S u r g e r y R 1

D i v y a 
R a m a k r i s h n a n ,  M D

G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y R 1

A m i t  
P u j a r i ,  M D

Va s c u l a r S u r g e r y R 1

D a n i e l a R e b o l l o 
S a l a z a r,  M D

G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y R 1

L i n d s e y  
Te a l ,  M D

P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y R 1

E d i t t  
Ta s l a k i a n ,  M D

P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y R 1

H a n n a h  
Va n P a t t e n ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

A m a n d a  
We s t ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1

H a n n a h  
W i l d ,  M D

G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y R 1

A n n i e  
Ya n g ,  M D

G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y R 1

W i l l i a m 
M o n t a g n e ,  M D

P r e l i m i n a r y R 1
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News
2020-21 Su rg er y
re Se a rc h re SideN t S

We are proud to present this year ’s new research residents. Research is a key component of the UW Depar tment 

of Surger y’s residency programs and these residents have each “paused” their clinical training in order to com-

plete a two-year research fellowship. Our research residents, along with their clinical peers who work hard to f ind time 

to par ticipate in numerous projects throughout their training, al l  play an integral role in fulf i l l ing the Depar tment ’s 

research mission.

Dr. Chr is topher L i t t le
2020 -2021
Dr. Little is a research fellow in the NIH-

funded T32 Transplant Research Training 

Program at the University of Wisconsin 

under the direction of Principal Investi-

gator Dr. Dixon Kaufman, Ray D. Owen 

Professor and Chair of the Division of 

Transplantation. Their work will focus on 

developing a safe and effective tolerance 

induction protocol for MHC-disparate renal 

transplantation in a non-human primate model. Specif ically, they 

seek to establish a novel post-transplant non-myeloablative, helical 

tomotherapy-based total lymphoid irradiation conditioning regimen 

followed by donor hematopoietic stem cell infusion as a strategy 

to generate mixed chimerism and sustained operational tolerance. 

Furthermore, they seek to elucidate the immunologic mechanisms 

that underlie induction and maintenance of chimeric-based immuno-

tolerance. Following residency, Dr. Little plans to pursue a fellowship 

in abdominal organ transplantation.

Dr. Kajal  Mehta
2020 -2022
Dr. Mehta is a Global Surger y research 

fellow currently completing a NIH-Fogarty 

International Global Health Research Fel-

lowship with funding from NHLBI. She is 

working under the mentorship of Dr. Bar-

clay Stewart and Dr. Tam Pham from UW 

and Dr. Shankar Rai and Dr. Kiran Nakarmi 

from the Nepal Cleft and Burn Center in 

Kirtipur, Nepal. She will be based out of 

Nepal, focusing on burns and injury prevention in low-resource set-

tings. Dr. Mehta’s work encompasses studying enteral resuscitation 

for major burn injuries in austere settings, critical care-based quality 

improvement initiatives, cookstove-related burn injuries, and the 

gut/skin microbiome in burn-injured patients. She plans to ultimately 

pursue a fellowship in Burns and Critical Care and a career in global 

public health research and program development. 

Dr. Josh Rosen

2020-2022
D r.  R o s e n i s  a  r e s e a r ch f e l l ow i n  t h e 

NIDDK-funded T-32 fellowship in Gastro-

intestinal Surgical Outcomes Research at 

the Surgical Outcomes Research Center 

(S ORCE) under t he men tor ship of  Dr. 

David Flum, Professor in the Div is ion 

of  G e n e r a l  Surg e r y.  D r.  Ros e n’s  main 

interes t s l ie  in improving the qual i t y 

of decisions made in the care of acutely 

i l l  and medically complex surgical and trauma patients. He plans 

to address this from mult iple perspec t ives including analy zing 

large datasets to better understand disease outcomes, improving 

decision-making framework s, and understanding how to bet ter 

uti l ize outcomes data in real-world cl inical decisions. Dr. Rosen 

will also be completing coursework in advanced epidemiologic and 

statistical methods. He plans to ultimately pursue a fellowship in 

trauma and crit ical care.

Dr.  Irene Zhang
2020 -2022
D r.  Z h a n g is  a  r e s e a r ch f e l l ow i n  t h e 

N I D D K - f u n d e d  T 3 2  F e l l o w s h i p  i n 

G a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  S u r g i c a l  O u t c o m e s 

R e s e a r c h  u n d e r  t h e  m e n t o r s h i p  o f 

Pr incipal  Inves t igator Dr.  David F lum, 

P r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n o f  G e n e r a l 

Surgery, and collaborators at the Surgi-

cal Outcomes Research Center (SORCE). 

Her research interests include surgical 

decis ion-mak ing,  pat ient-repor ted outcomes ,  as wel l  as health 

economics and health policy. During this t ime, Dr. Zhang wil l also 

complete a MPH degree in Health Ser vices , with a concentration 

in Health Sys tems and Pol ic y,  at  the Univer si t y of Washington. 

Sh e u l t ima te l y p la ns to p ur su e a  c a r e e r  in  a c a d e mic surg e r y.
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Welco me 2020-21
Ne W Su rg er y  Fel loW S

The Department of Surgery is honored to welcome our new clinical 
and research fellows.

D r.  B e n j a m i n H u e b n e r 
F e l l ow,  S u r g i c a l  C r i t i c a l  C a r e 

– Tr a u m a Tr a ck

D r.  B r yce Fr e n c h 
Va s c u l a r  S u r g e r y F e l l ow, 

Va s c u l a r  S u r g e r y

D r.  K a t h e r i n e I ve r s o n 
F e l l ow,  S u r g i c a l  

C r i t i c a l  C a r e – Tr a u m a Tr a ck

D r.  M a d o n n a L e e 
S e n i o r F e l l ow,  Co n g e n i t a l 

C a r d ia c S u r g e r y F e l l ow s h i p

D r.  P e t e r J o h n s t o n 
F e l l ow,  S u r g i c a l  

C r i t i c a l  C a r e – Tr a u m a Tr a ck

D r.  V i m u k t a M a h a d e v 
F e l l ow,  S u r g i c a l  

C r i t i c a l  C a r e – Tr a u m a Tr a ck

D r.  J o s h u a R o s e n 
T 3 2 Re s e a r ch F e l l ow, 

G a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  S u r g i c a l 
O u t co m e s Re s e a r ch 

F e l l ow s h i p

D r.  J o h n M c C l e l l a n 
F e l l ow,  S u r g i c a l  

C r i t i c a l  C a r e – B u r n Tr a ck

D r.  D a l e P o d o l s k y 
C r a n i o f a c ia l  S u r g e r y F e l l ow, 

C r a n i o f a c ia l  S u r g e r y 

D r.  O s a O k u n b o r 
Va s c u l a r  S u r g e r y F e l l ow, 

Va s c u l a r  S u r g e r y

D r.  J o s h u a P r e i s s 
S e n i o r F e l l ow,  T h o r a c i c 

S u r g e r y F e l l ow s h i p

D r.  L a u r e n P o n i a t o w s k i 
P e l l e g i n i/O e l s ch l a g e r En d owe d  

F e l l ow s h i p i n H e a l t h c a r e  
S i m u l a t i o n Tr a i n i n g

D r.  I r e n e Z h a n g 
T 3 2 Re s e a r ch F e l l ow, 

G a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  S u r g i c a l 
O u t co m e s Re s e a r ch 

F e l l ow s h i p

D r.  J ay Z h u 
S e n i o r F e l l ow,  A d v a n ce d G I/ 

M i n i m a l l y I n v a s i ve  
S u r g e r y F e l l ow s h i p

D r.  St e p h e n Zo l l e r 
H a n d a n d M i cr ov a s c u l a r  

S u r g e r y F e l l ow, 
O r t h o p a e d i c a n d  
P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y

D r.  J a m i e A n d e r s o n 
F e l l ow,  P e d ia t r i c  G e n e r a l  

& T h o r a c i c  S u r g e r y

D r.  R o c i o C a r r e r a  
S e n i o r F e l l ow,  Ce n t e r f o r 
V i d e o e n d o s co p i c S u r g e r y 

E s o p h a g e a l  Re s e a r ch F e l l ow s h i p

D r.  B r i a n C o o k 
S e n i o r F e l l ow,  A b d o m i n a l 

Tr a n s p l a n t F e l l ow s h i p

D r.  Ro n a l d B r ow n 
H a n d a n d M i cr ov a s c u l a r  

S u r g e r y F e l l ow, 
O r t h o p a e d i c a n d  
P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y

D r.  G i n a Fa r ia s- Eis n e r 
H a n d a n d M i cr ov a s c u l a r  

S u r g e r y F e l l ow, 
O r t h o p a e d i c a n d  
P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y

D r.  A b h i r a m B h a s h y a m 
H a n d a n d M i cr ov a s c u l a r  

S u r g e r y F e l l ow, 
O r t h o p a e d i c a n d  
P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y

D r.  C l i f f o r d S h e c k t e r 
F e l l ow,  S u r g i c a l  

C r i t i c a l  C a r e – Tr a u m a Tr a ck

D r.  St e p h e n V i v i a n o 
M i cr ov a s c u l a r  

Re co n s t r u c t i ve  
S u r g e r y F e l l ow

D r.  H o w a r d Wa n g 
C r a n i o f a c ia l  S u r g e r y F e l l ow, 

C r a n i o f a c ia l  S u r g e r y

D r.  K a t i e St e r n 
T 3 2 Re s e a r ch F e l l ow, 

Tr a n s l a t i o n a l  Re s e a r ch i n 
Tr a u m a a n d C r i t i c a l  

C a r e F e l l ow s h i p
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NewsWelcome
Ne W Fac ult y
It is with great pleasure we announce and welcome our new faculty members. Each 

new faculty member introduces an added level of experience, quality, and service to 
the Department of Surgery.

Dr. Joy Chen
Assistant Professor
Division of General Surgery

Dr.  Chen jo ins us f rom the S an Fr an-

cis co B ay A rea where she grew up 

and at tende d co l le ge at  St an ford 

Univer s i t y.  Af ter comple t ing under-

gr aduate s t udies ,  she spen t t hre e 

year s wor k ing in t he lab or ator y 

inves t igat ing onco gene —ini t iate d 

t umor igenesis  in a mous e mo del  of 

lung c ancer.  A s a me dic a l  s t uden t at  C as e Wes ter n Res er ve 

Univer s i t y,  Dr.  Chen pur sue d her in teres t in improv ing acces s 

to preven t ive heal t h and e duc at ion in lo c a l  under s er ve d 

communi t ies .  At t he s ame t ime,  she d iscovere d her love for 

t he oper at ing ro om. Dr.  Chen comple te d her gener a l  sur-

ger y res idenc y at  St an ford Univer s i t y,  where she conduc te d 

heal t h s er v ices res earch in c ancer d ispar i t ies .  She spen t t h is 

pas t year comple t ing her co lon and re c t a l  surger y fe l low-

ship at  t he Univer s i t y of  Minnes ot a .  She br ings her pas sion 

for minimal l y inv asive and endoscopic surgic a l  appro aches 

and en t husiasm for mul t id is c ip l inar y,  co l lab or at ive c are of 

co lore c t a l  c ancer,  in f lammator y b owel  d is eas e and pe lv ic 

f lo or d is order s .  Dr.  Chen’s  pr imar y s cholar l y in teres t is 

ins t i t u t ional  par tner ships to promote e qui t able acces s to 

co lore c t a l  c ancer preven t ion and t reat men t .  O u t side of  wor k , 

she enjoys bak ing and mis s es l ive music .  A mong t he many 

reasons she is  e xci te d to be l iv ing in t he Paci f ic  Nor t hwes t , 

Dr.  Chen loves r unning and is  eager to e x plore t he t r a i ls .

D r.  Ch e n’s U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Dr.  Lauren DeStefano
Assistant Professor
Division of General Surgery

Dr.  D eSte f ano’s  pr imar y in teres t s 

are benign and mal ignan t d is eas es 

of  t he breas t .  She is  e xci te d to 

be jo in ing t he Breas t team where 

she wi l l  be pr imar i l y bas e d ou t of 

Nor thwes t Hospi t a l  and S eat t le 

C ancer C are A l l iance.  Af ter 

comple t ing her undergr aduate 

t r a in ing at  Fordham Univer s i t y in 

New Yor k ,  she comple te d me dic a l  s cho ol  at  Temple Univer s i t y 

and her G ener a l  Surger y Residenc y at  Merc y C at hol ic  Me dic a l 

Cen ter,  b ot h in Phi lade lphia .  She t hen move d to t he Wes t 

Co as t where she comple te d her Breas t Surgic a l  O ncolo g y 

Fe l lowship at  Ce dar s—Sinai  Me dic a l  Cen ter in Los A ngeles . 

Dr.  D eSte f ano has had a pas sion for breas t c ancer c are af ter 

s e e ing her gr andmot her and mot her f igh t t he d is eas e.  She is 

t hr i l le d to be jo in ing U W as her f i r s t  f acul t y p osi t ion ,  where 

she c an a id in t he adv ancemen t of  t he f ie ld of  breas t c ancer 

as wel l  as e duc ate our f u t ure surge ons .  A n E as t Co as t nat ive, 

Dr.  D eSte f ano is  lo ok ing for ward to e x plor ing t he Paci f ic 

Nor t hwes t wi t h her 5 —year— old son,  A idan.

D r.  D e St e f a n o’s U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

(continued on page 12)

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/joy-chen
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/lauren-destefano
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Dr. Sarah 
Goldsberry—Long
Assistant Professor
Division of Plastic Surgery

Dr.  G oldsber r y—Long is  a  p las t ic 

and re cons tr uc t ive surge on wi t h 

spe cia l ize d fe l lowship t r a in ing in 

microsurger y.  Her pr imar y areas 

of  in teres t are oncolo gic re con-

s t r uc t ion of t he breas t ,  t r unk ,  and 

e x t remi t ies in addi t ion to surgi-

c a l  l y mphe dema managemen t .  Her pr imar y s i tes of  pr ac t ice 

are b ot h Mon t lake and Nor t hwes t c ampus es of  Univer s i t y 

of  Washing ton Me dic a l  Cen ter.  W i th t he new designat ion 

of Univer s i t y of  Washing ton Ly m p h e d e m a N e t wo r k o f 

E xce l l e n ce ,  she is  eager to con t inue t he s t rong le gac y of 

l y mphat ic  surger y by prov id ing such s er v ices to t h is  comple x 

pat ien t p opulat ion . 

Dr.  G oldsber r y—Long was r a is e d in S ou t her n C al i for nia .  She 

gr aduate d summa cum laude f rom W hi t t ier  Col le ge ear ning a 

bachelor ’s  de gre e in b ot h b io lo g y and compar at ive cul t ures 

wi t h an Af r ic an in teres t .  Her s trong in teres t in other cul t ures 

le d her to s er ve as a me dic a l  vo lun te er in G hana .  She t hen 

comple te d a mas ter ’s  de gre e in nu t r i t ion at  Columbia Uni-

ver s i t y.  D ur ing her t ime in New Yor k ,  she per for me d res earch 

as s es sing v ar ious her bal  reme dies for chemopreven t ion of 

breas t c ancer whi le a ls o organiz ing nat ional l y f unde d c l in i-

c a l  t r ia ls .  She then mat r iculate d to Ke ck S cho ol  of  Me dic ine 

at  US C where she was en tere d in to the AOA honor s s o cie t y 

pr ior  to gr aduat ing.  She comple te d p las t ic  surger y res idenc y 

and later a microsurger y fe l lowship at  t he Univer s i t y of 

Washing ton. 

She is  now eager to e x pand t he pres ence of p las t ic  surger y 

on t he Nor thwes t c ampus to make such s er v ices more acces-

s ib le in our communi t y.  She is  e xci te d to con t inue e x plor ing 

t he Paci f ic  Nor t hwes t wi th her husband,  young s on,  and t heir 

Engl ish mas t i f f.

D r.  G o l d s b e r r y— L o n g's U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Welco me
Ne W Fac u lt y 

(continued on page 13)

Dr. Sarah Greenberg
Assistant Professor
Division of Pediatric  
General Surgery

Dr.  G re enberg is  a  pe diatr ic  gener a l 

and t hor acic  surge on wi th pr imar y 

fo cus on global  heal t h and e qui t y.  A 

Paci f ic  Nor thwes t nat ive,  she grew 

up on a smal l  f ar m in Snohomish , 

WA . She at tende d t he Univer s i t y of 

Washing ton as an undergr ad wi t h 

a major in b io lo g y.  Me dic a l  s cho ol  was comple te d in Ups t ate 

New Yor k ,  where she spen t t ime wor k ing wi t h newl y ar r iv-

ing re f uge e chi ldren.  G ener a l  surger y res idenc y brough t her 

to t he Me dic a l  Co l le ge of W is consin wi t h t he opp or t uni t y to 

wor k wi t h t he pe diat r ic  surge ons at  t he Chi ldren’s  Hospi t a l 

of  W is consin and t he longi t udinal  co l lab or at ions t hey have 

develope d wi t h pe diat r ic  surgic a l  c are prov ider s in Per u . 

She to ok t hre e year s away f rom for mal  c l in ic a l  t r a in ing to 

comple te a g lobal  surger y fe l lowship at  B os ton Chi ldren’s 

Hospi t a l  and Mas ter of  Publ ic  Heal t h de gre e at  Har v ard Me d-

ic a l  S cho ol .  T his  t ime was sp l i t  be t we en he lp ing to develop 

t he surgic a l  s ys tem for a new hospi t a l  in Hai t i ’s  Cen t r a l  P la-

teau wi t h Par t ner s In Heal t h and wor k ing as a Commis sioner 

and au t hor for t he L ance t Commis sion on G lobal  Surger y.  She 

comple te d her pe diat r ic  surgic a l  t r a in ing at  t he Univer s i t y of 

Washing ton and S eat t le Chi ldren’s  Hospi t a l  (S CH),  where she 

is  s t ay ing on as f acul t y wi t h a p osi t ion t hat wi l l  a l low her to 

spend approx imate l y hal f  of  her t ime wor k ing on improv ing 

e qui t y in pe diat r ic  surgic a l  c are de l iver y in t he Uni te d St ates 

and global l y.  She cur ren t l y s er ves as t he l ia is on be t we en t he 

G lobal  In i t iat ive for Chi ldren’s  Surger y and the Pro gr am for 

G lobal  Surger y and S o cia l  Change and is  an At L arge Dire c tor 

for t he G lobal  In i t iat ive for Chi ldren’s  Surger y.

D r.  G r e e n b e r g's S CH P r ov i d e r B i o >>

https://www.uwsurgery.org/lymphedema-network-of-excellence/
https://www.uwsurgery.org/lymphedema-network-of-excellence/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/sarah-goldsberry-long
https://www.seattlechildrens.org/directory/sarah-louise-mather-greenberg/
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(continued on page 14)

Dr. Colette Inaba
Assistant Professor
Division of General Surgery

Af ter comple t ing her undergr adu-

ate s t udies at  the Univer s i t y of 

Washing ton,  Dr.  Inaba spen t a year 

teaching Engl ish in Japan.  O nce back 

in S eat t le ,  she develope d con t inuing 

me dic a l  e duc at ion cour s es at  Swe d-

ish Me dic a l  Cen ter,  t hen re t ur ne d to 

t he U W for her me dic a l  t r a in ing.  She 

comple te d her gener a l  surger y res idenc y at  t he Univer s i t y 

of  C a l i for nia I r v ine,  where she a ls o spen t a year as a res earch 

fe l low in minimal l y inv asive surger y.  Dr.  Inaba re cen t l y 

gr aduate d f rom her c l in ic a l  fe l lowship at  t he U W Cen ter 

for V ide o endos copic Surger y and is  thr i l le d to jo in t he U W 

Nor thwes t Surgic a l  S er v ices and Her nia Cen ter.  Her husband 

and t wo chi ldren are a lso de l igh te d to s t ay in t he Paci f ic 

Nor thwes t ,  where they enjoy h ik ing ,  t r ave l ing ,  and spending 

t ime wi t h f ami l y and f r iends .

D r.  I n a b a's U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Dr.  Jeffrey Keenan
Assistant Professor
Division of  
Cardiothoracic Surgery

Dr.  Ke enan’s pr imar y area of  in ter-

es t is  adul t  c ardiac surger y wi t h a 

fo cus in hear t  f a i lure ,  inc luding c ar-

diac t r ansplan t at ion and me chanic a l 

c i rculator y supp or t .  He grew up 

in B al t imore,  MD and re ce ive d h is 

bachelor ’s  de gre e f rom t he Uni-

ver s i t y of  Nor t h C arol ina at  Chapel  Hi l l .  He then spen t a 

year wor k ing in an immunolo g y labor ator y at  the Nat ional 

Ins t i t u tes of  Heal th in B e t hes da ,  MD, be fore mat r iculat ing 

to t he Univer s i t y of  Mar y land for me dic a l  scho ol ,  where he 

was e le c te d to the AOA honor s o cie t y.  He spen t 9 year s at 

D uke Univer s i t y Me dic a l  Cen ter t r a in ing in gener a l  and sub -

s e quen t l y c ardiothor acic  surger y.  D ur ing t h is  t ime,  he a ls o 

comple te d a t wo –year res earch fe l lowship supp or te d by a 

p os t– do c tor a l  Nat ional  Res earch S er v ice Award f rom t he 

NIH inves t igat ing aspe c t s of  mi to chondr ia l  qual i t y con t ro l 

in t he myo c ardium and conduc t ing heal th s er v ices res earch 

in t he D epar t men t of  Surger y.  Dr.  Ke enan is  e xci te d to jo in 

t he f acul t y at  U W and hopes to con t r ibu te to i t s  r ich t r adi-

t ion in c ardiot hor acic  surger y.  Af ter spending h is  en t ire l i fe 

on t he E as t Co as t ,  he a ls o lo ok s for ward to e x plor ing S eat t le 

and t he Paci f ic  Nor t hwes t wi t h h is  wi fe A l l is on and their  four 

k ids ,  inc luding 2–year– old t r ip le t s .

D r.  Ke e n a n's U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Dr.  Maziar Khorsandi
Assistant Professor
Division of  
Cardiothoracic Surgery

Dr.  K hor s andi  was b or n and r a is e d 

in Tehr an.  He was inspire d by h is 

f at her,  an or t hopae dic surge on, 

and pur sue d a pat h in me dic ine.  He 

comple te d h is  s cho ol ing in London, 

England and was admi t te d to the 

Univer s i t y of  D unde e S cho ol  of 

Me dic ine,  S cot land,  UK .  W hi le in me dic a l  s cho ol ,  he de di-

c ate d 1  year to f u l l–t ime res earch and obt aine d in terc a late d 

B achelor of  Me dic a l  S c iences (BMS c)  wi t h honour s .  Up on 

gr aduat ing f rom Me dic a l  s cho ol  (MBChB , 2010) ,  he comple te d 

G ener a l  Surger y res idenc y in Manches ter,  England.  D ur ing 

h is  gener a l  surger y t r a in ing he develope d an in teres t in 

c ardiot hor acic  surger y and comple te d a par t–t ime res earch 

mas ter ’s  (MS c)  in e x amining t he ou tcomes of thor acic  t r auma 

in England fo l lowing cen t r a l is at ion of major t r auma c are in 

t hat coun t r y.

Af ter comple t ion of h is  gener a l  surgic a l  t r a in ing ,  he matche d 

in to t he S cot t ish t r a in ing pro gr am in c ardiothor acic  sur-

ger y t hrough UK nat ional  s e le c t ion (NTN) and comple te d 

a 6 –year in te gr ate d t r a in ing.  D ur ing h is  spe cia l t y t r a in ing 

he comple te d t he USML E e x ams and under to ok a 12–mon t h 

“O u t– of–Pro gr am” subspe cia l t y fe l lowship in c ardiopulmo -

nar y t r ansplan t at ion and me chanic a l  c i rculator y supp or t at 

D uke Univer s i t y Me dic a l  Cen ter,  NC ,  US A .  He comple te d h is 

b o ard cer t i f ic at ion e x aminat ion in c ardiot hor acic  surger y and 

was awarde d Fe l lowship of  t he Roy al  Col le ge of Surge ons of 

Edinburgh in C ardiot hor acic  Surger y (FRC S C/ T h) ,  2019.  He 

t hen comple te d h is  spe cia l t y t r a in ing in 2020.  He has c l in i-

c a l  and ac ademic in teres t in gener a l  adul t  c ardiac surger y 

and more spe ci f ic a l l y  adv ance d hear t  f a i lure t her apies .  He 

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/colette-inaba
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/jeffrey-keenan
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Dr. David Rothstein
Professor
Division of Pediatric  
General Surgery

Dr. Rothstein joined the Division of Pedi-

atric Surgery, with interests in neonatal 

minimally invasive surgery, the multidis-

ciplinar y care of patients with thyroid 

nodules and differentiated thyroid cancers, 

as well as general pediatric oncology. 

After finishing university, medical school 

and residency training in New England, Dr. Rothstein completed a 

surgical critical care fellowship at Boston Children’s Hospital and a 

pediatric surgery fellowship at Long Island Jewish Hospital. He held 

positions at Northwestern University and SUNY-Buffalo before join-

ing the University of Washington in November.

His research interests lie in clinical outcomes, cost effectiveness and 

transition of care between pediatric and adult surgery.

He spent a decade working for the international humanitarian relief 

agency, Médecins Sans Frontières, on annual month-long missions to 

sub-Saharan Africa. Subsequently he began working with local assets 

in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo to improve pediatric 

surgical infrastructure and care delivery; this project is ongoing.

In spare time, Dr. Rothstein enjoys exploring the great Pacific North-

west outdoors with his family – Dr. Sara Berkelhamer (a neonatologist 

who completed her pediatric residency at Seattle Children’s Hospital) 

and 2 and 7 year-old daughters, Sam and Alex (and their three-legged, 

osteosarcoma surviving black Labrador, Maddie).

D r.  Ro t h s t e i n's  S e a t t l e Ch i l d r e n's H o s p i t a l  P r ov i d e r B i o >>

(continued on page 15)

Welco me
Ne W Fac u lt y 

is  the managing e di tor of  t he “O x ford Spe cia l is t  Handb o ok 

in c ardiopulmonar y t r ansplan t at ion and me chanic a l  c i rcula-

tor y supp or t ”,  an in ter nat ional  co l lab or at ion proje c t ,  which 

is  cur ren t l y in the e di t ing pro ces s .  Dr.  K hor s andi  is  e xci te d 

to re t ur n to t he US A and wor k at  U W Me dic ine for t he new 

s t age in h is  c are er.  He is  pas sionate ab ou t ou tdo or ac t iv i t ies 

such as sk i ing and h ik ing.

D r.  K h o r s a n d i 's  U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Dr.  Harveshp Mogal
Associate Professor
Division of General Surgery 

Dr.  Mo gal  was b or n and r a is e d in 

Mumbai ,  India .  He obt aine d h is 

me dic a l  e duc at ion f rom D.  Y.  Pat i l 

Me dic a l  Co l le ge,  Univer s i t y of 

Mumbai ,  af ter  which he comple te d a 

surgic a l  res idenc y at  G r an t Me dic a l 

Co l le ge,  Univer s i t y of  Mumbai .  He 

subs e quen t l y move d to the US and 

comple te d a gener a l  surgic a l  res i-

denc y at  S a in t Louis Univer s i t y,  St .  Louis ,  MO, and an ACGME 

accre di te d comple x gener a l  surgic a l  oncolo g y fe l lowship at 

Wake Fores t B apt is t  Me dic a l  Cen ter,  W ins ton S alem, NC .  Dr. 

Mo gal  was then re cr ui te d to t he D epar t men t of  Surger y at 

t he Me dic a l  Co l le ge of W is consin where he le d t he re gional 

c ancer t her apy pro gr am including HIPEC and comple te d a 

Mas ter of  S cience in C l in ic a l  and Tr anslat ional  S c ience.  Dr. 

Mo gal  jo ine d t he Univer s i t y of  Washing ton on November 1s t 

and now s er ves as t he Dire c tor of  t he U W Me dic ine HIPEC 

Pro gr am and S e c t ion Chie f  for Comple x A b dominal  C ancer. 

His  c l in ic a l  and res earch in teres t s are in re gional  c ancer t her-

apy including HIPEC ,  s arcoma ,  gener a l  G I  oncolo g y including 

smal l  b owel  neuro endo cr ine t umor s ,  and melanoma .

D r.  M o g a l 's  S e a t t l e C a n ce r C a r e A l l i a n ce's P r ov i d e r B i o >>

https://www.seattlechildrens.org/directory/david-h-rothstein/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/maziar-khorsandi
https://www.seattlecca.org/providers/harveshp-d-mogal
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News
Dr. Matthew Smith
Clinical Assistant Professor
Division of Vascular Surgery

Af ter comple t ing h is  undergr aduate 

de gre e in b iome dic a l  engine er-

ing at  Washing ton Univer s i t y in St . 

Louis ,  Dr.  Mat t hew Smi t h at tende d 

t he Univer s i t y of  U t ah S cho ol  of 

Me dic ine to comple te an MD/PhD 

wi t h a fo cus on mole cular  b io l-

o g y and p late le t  b io d y namic s .  He 

comple te d h is  gener a l  surger y res idenc y at  New Yor k Pres-

by ter ian—Wei l l  Cor nel l  Me dic a l  Co l le ge in New Yor k C i t y 

fo l lowe d by a Vascular  Surger y fe l lowship at  New Yor k Pres-

by ter ian— Cor nel l/Columbia .  Dr.  Smi t h has a spe cia l  in teres t 

in c arot id d is eas e as wel l  as per ipher a l  v as cular  d is eas e and 

l imb s a lv age,  and is  t r a ine d in b ot h open and comple x endo -

v as cular  te chniques to t reat a v ar ie t y of  v as cular  pat holo gies 

including c arot id d is eas e,  per ipher a l  v as cular  d is eas e and 

aor t ic  aneur ysm. Dr.  Smi t h is  a ls o ver y in teres te d in e duc a-

t ion ,  spe ci f ic a l l y  augmen t ing surgic a l  t r a in ing wi t h audio and 

v ide o s t ud y a ids .  W hen not in the hospi t a l ,  he c an be found 

spending t ime wi t h h is  f ami l y or  ven t ur ing in to t he moun-

t a ins to ro ck c l imb,  moun t ain b ike and back coun tr y sk i .

D r.  S m i t h’s U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Dr.  Duane Wang
Assistant Professor

Division of Plastic Surgery

Dr.  Wang’s pr imar y areas of  in ter-

es t are breas t re cons tr uc t ion , 

l y mphe dema surger y and t arge te d 

mus cle re inner v at ion .  His  pr imar y 

s i tes of  pr ac t ice wi l l  be Univer-

s i t y of  Washing ton Mon t lake and 

Nor thwes t c ampus es .  He was b or n 

in W isconsin bu t mos t l y grew up in 

Melb our ne Aus t r a l ia  and Hong Kong.  His bachelor ’s  de gre e 

was f rom D uke Univer s i t y and he at tende d me dic a l  s cho ol 

at  O hio St ate Univer s i t y.  Dr.  Wang comple te d an in te gr ate d 

p las t ic  surger y res idenc y at  the Univer s i t y of  Ken t uck y and 

t hen wen t back to O hio St ate for a one —year fe l lowship in 

microsurger y.  He is  e xci te d to move to t he Nor t hwes t wi t h 

h is  new wi fe .  O u t side of  wor k he enjoys c ycl ing ,  h ik ing and 

ro ck c l imbing.

D r.  Wa n g's U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Dr.  Sara Zettervall
Assistant Professor

Division of Vascular Surgery

Dr.  Ze t ter v al l  is  an A s sis t an t Pro -

fes sor in t he Div is ion of Vas cular 

Surger y.  B or n and r a is e d in New 

England,  she ear ne d a dual  MD and 

MPH at G e orge Washing ton Univer-

s i t y S cho ol  of  Me dic ine and Heal t h 

S ciences .  Fo l lowing me dic a l  s cho ol , 

she remaine d in Washing ton,  D C to 

obt a in her G ener a l  Surger y t r a in ing.  D ur ing her res idenc y, 

Dr.  Ze t ter v al l  was awarde d a Nat ional  Ins t i t u te of  Heal t h 

2—year p os t— do c tor a l  fe l lowship wi t h t he Har v ard—Long-

wo o d T 3 2 in v as cular  surger y.  A s par t  of  t he T 3 2 pro gr am, 

she per for me d basic  s c ience res earch on ar ter ia l  c a lc i f ic a-

t ion in per ipher a l  ar ter ia l  d is eas e.  D ur ing t h is  t ime she a ls o 

comple te d e x tensive wor k in heal t h s er v ices res earch ,  wi t h 

a fo cus on p opulat ion ou tcomes and qual i t y improvemen t 

for pat ien t s wi t h aor t ic  aneur ysms .  Af ter res idenc y,  she 

re t ur ne d to B os ton to comple te her Vas cular  Surger y Fe l low-

ship at  B e t h Isr ae l  D eacones s Me dic a l  Cen ter.  Dr.  Ze t ter v al l 

en joys a l l  areas of  v ascular  surger y,  bu t has par t icular  in ter-

es t in aor t ic  aneur ysms ,  mes en ter ic  d is eas e,  and c arot id 

s tenosis .  Her res earch fo cus es on t he evolv ing t reatmen t of 

comple x aor t ic  d is eas e. 

Dr.  Ze t ter v al l  is  e xci te d to jo in t he d iv is ion of v as cular  sur-

ger y and e x plore t he Paci f ic  Nor t hwes t .  O u t side of  t he 

hospi t a l ,  she enjoys sk i ing ,  t r ave l ing ,  and spending t ime wi t h 

f r iends and f ami l y.

D r.  Z e t t e r v a l l 's  U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Welco me
Ne W Fac u lt y

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/matthew-c-smith
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/duane-wang
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/sara-zettervall
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Promot ioNS

Dr. Sam Mandell
Associate Professor
Division of Trauma, Burn & 
Critical Care Surgery

Dr.  Sam Mandel l  i s  a  Trauma,  Cr i t ica l 
C a re  &  B u r n  S u rg e o n  a t  H a r b o r v i e w 
Medica l  Center.  H is  c l in ica l  interests 
inc lude the acute care  of trauma and 
burn patients and Extracorporeal  L ife 
S u p p o r t  ( E C L S ) .  W i t h  a n  i n t e re s t  i n 
qual ity improvement,  he serves as the 
D i re c t o r of  Q u a l i t y I m p rove m e n t  fo r 

the ECLS program at Harborview,  as wel l  as the Central  Region 
Trauma Qual ity Improvement Committee.  National ly,  he wi l l  be 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B u r n  A s s o c i at i o n  t o  d eve l o p  n e w 
qual ity improvement dashboards for the Burn Qual ity Improve-
ment Program. Active in the Washington State Trauma System, 
he serves on the State of Washington Trauma and EMS Steering 
Co m m i t t e e .  He  h a s  h e l p e d  t o  d r i ve  fo r w a rd  a  s t at e  TQ I P co l-
laborative for al l  Level  1  and 2 trauma centers and serves as the 
Chair of the State Outcomes Technical  Advisory Committee.  As 
a  past select ion by the ACS Committee on Trauma as a  part  of 
the ir Future  Trauma Leaders  program,  he  worked on creat ing 
best practice guidelines for imaging in trauma and incorporating 
patient reported outcomes into qual ity improvement programs. 
Dr.  Mandel l  is  a lso an educator directing the burn resident ro-
tat ion as  wel l  as  be ing an Ass istant  Program Director for the 
Surgical  Cr it ical  Care Fel lowship.  His  research interests include 
ECLS,  burn wound imaging,  and the management of burn pain.

D r.  M a n d e l l 's  U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Dr.  James Park
Professor
Division of General Surgery

Dr. Park, is a surgical oncologist special-
izing in hepatopancreatobiliary surgery 
and the Director of UW Medical Center’s 
Liver Tumor Cl inic .  He has extensive 
experience with complex minimally in-
vasive surgical techniques, and was the 
f irst to perform robotic hepatectomy 
and Whipple procedures in the Pacif ic 
Northwest  and in  Washington State , 

respectively.  Dr.  Park serves as the Chair of the Robotic  Steer-
ing Committee,  and in 2019 successful ly led efforts to designate 
UWMC-Montlake a  Ce n t e r of E xce l l e n ce  i n  Ro b ot i c  S u rg e r y , 

making UWMC-ML the first academic medical  center on the West 
Coast to receive such a designation.  Dr.  Park is  Cl inical  Director 
of Surgical  Specialt ies for the WWAMI Institute for Simulation 
i n  H e a l t h c a re ,  t h ro u g h  w h i c h  h e  d eve l o p e d  a  fo r m a l  ro b ot i c 
t ra in ing  curr icu lum for surg ica l  res idents  which  incorporates 
both hands-on and simulation training.  Dr.  Park‘s translational 
research program  involves cutting-edge nanotechnology ther-
anostics to improve both diagnosis and treatment of l iver cancer. 
He bel ieves more precise technology using ant ibody-targeted 
immuno-PET imaging can be used to select patients for surgery 
more effectively and enhance its impact.  Additionally,  alpha-and 
high-energy beta-part ic le  emitt ing radioisotopes can be used 
for targeted treatment for these patients.  National ly,  he holds 
l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  a s  a  m e m b e r of  t h e  N CC N  h e p at o b i l i a r y 

cancer panel  and the ISDS executive committee.

D r.  P a r k 's  U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

Dr.  Venu Pillarisetty
Professor
Division of General Surgery

D r.  Ve n u  P i l l a r i s e t t y  i s  a  p a n c re a t i c 
surg ica l  oncologist  at  the  Univers i ty 
of Washington Medical  Center and the 
Seattle Cancer Care All iance (SCCA).  He 
runs a  basic  sc ience laboratory – the 
UW Tumor Immune MicroEnvironment 
(TIME) lab  – that studies pancreatic and 
other gastrointest inal  cancers ,  us ing 
cutting-edge techniques to ult imately 

develop effective immunotherapies for these aggressive diseases. 
His  laboratory is  funded through federa l  grants  and industry 
partnerships ,  and he is  current ly working with the Southwest 
Oncology Group (SWOG) to develop a mult icenter neoadjuvant 
i m m u n ot h e ra py/c h e m ot h e ra py t r i a l  fo r p at i e n t s  w i t h  re s e c t -
a b l e  o r b o rd e r l i n e  re s e c t a b l e  p a n c re at i c  c a n ce r b a s e d  o n  h i s 
lab’s  recent findings  (Seo et al .  Cl inical  Cancer Research 2019) . 
His  team is  completing enrol lment for a novel  Phase I I  study at 
UWMC evaluating preoperative lanreotide for the prevention of 
pancreat ic  leaks ,  and they hope this  wi l l  lead to  a  larger mul-
t icenter randomized control led tr ia l .  In  his  administrat ive role 
as Medical  Director of Continuous Performance Improvement at 
SCCA,  he is  working with c l inical  and operational  teams to apply 
lean principles to optimize cancer care.  The pancreatic  surgery 
group at UWMC has successfully used these principles to achieve 
remarkably low complication rates and short lengths of stay for 
pancreaticoduodenectomies (Whipple procedures) .

D r.  P i l l a r i s e t t y 's  U W M P r ov i d e r B i o >>

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/samuel-mandell
https://www.uwmedicine.org/locations/liver-tumor-uwmc
https://www.uwsurgery.org/robotic-surgery-leads-to-faster-recovery-time/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/specialties/surgery/robotic-surgery
https://wish.washington.edu/
https://wish.washington.edu/
https://www.uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-investigators/james-park/
https://www.uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-investigators/james-park/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/james-park
https://www.uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-investigators/venu-pillarisetty/
https://www.uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-investigators/venu-pillarisetty/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30940657/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/venu-pillarisetty
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News
2020 a NN ua l 
dr.  a l F r ed a .  St r auS S  lec t u r e 
& ha r k iNS'  Su rg i c a l  Sy mP oSi u m

The Annual Dr. Alfred A. Strauss Lecture was 

held October 16, 2020 with invited lecturer 

Edward E. Cornwell, III, MD, FACS, FCCM, FWACS 

(hon.), The LaSalle D. Leffall, Jr., MD, Profes-

sor of Surgery, Howard University College of 

Medicine. His lecture was titled "Outcomes Dis-

parities in Trauma Care: Who, When, Why."

Dr. Cornwell  is  the LaSal le D.  Leffal l  Jr .  Professor 

and Chair, Department of Surgery, 

Howard Univers i ty  C o l l ege  of 

Medicine. He received his surgi-

cal training (internship and resi-

dency) at the Los Angeles County 

University of Southern California 

Medical Center (1982-1987) and 

his trauma/crit ical  care fel low-

ship at  the Maryland Inst i tute 

for Emergency Medical Services 

Systems in  Ba l t imore ,  Mary land (1987-1989) .  He 

has been cert if ied and re-cert if ied in both General 

Surgery and Surgical  Crit ical  Care by the American 

Board of Surgery. He has risen through the academic 

ranks through teaching and cl inical  appointments 

at Howard University (1989-1993),  the University of 

Southern California (1993-1997), and Johns Hopkins 

School of  Medicine (1998- to 2008).  Dr.  Cornwell ’s 

career  in teres t  i s  in  the  prevent ion ,  t rea tm e nt , 

and outcome disparit ies of traumatic injuries,  and 

their crit ical  care sequelae. He has authored or co-

authored over 300 art ic les  and chapters and has 

given over 365 invited presentat ions in the f ie ld. 

He  has  de l i vered  the  named lec ture  or  keynote 

address at  over  25 inst i tut ions and conferences. 

He is  a reviewer for several  surgical  journals and 

is  former deputy editor of JAMA-Surgery (formerly 

Archives of  Surgery) .  He has served as President, 

Society of Black Academic Surgeons; President, Sur-

gical  Sect ion of the National  Medical  Associat ion, 

and Chairman of Trauma Net of Maryland.

He is  presently Secretary of the American Col lege 

of  Surgeons and is  on the Board of  Managers  of 

the American Associat ion for Surgery of Trauma.

Dr.  Cornwel l  has  received numerous awards and 

citations for his efforts in education, outreach, and 

violence prevention. He has received major teaching 

awards in every faculty posit ion he has held,  and 

was selected as the commencement speaker at the 

USC School of Medicine in 1996, and at the HUCM in 

2002. He received the Dist inguished Alumni Award 

from HUCM in 2014.

Ha r k i n s '  su r g i c a l 
sy m p o s i u m sp e a k e r s

Dr. Barclay stewart
as s i s t a n t pr o f e s s o r

" In jured and Broke:  Nat ional  Health Insurance, 
Catastrophic Health Expenditure ,  and Death Among 
Injured Ghanaians"

Dr. ei l e e n Bu l g e r
pr o f e s s o r & cH i e f ,  tr u a m a

"The Importance of  Regional  Coordinat ion in the 
COVID-19 Response"

D r.  Ed w a r d E .  C o r nwe l l

(continued on page 18)
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ma j Dr.  jo H n mccl e l l a n, 
usa, mc
fe l l o w, su r g i c a l  cr i t i c a l  ca r e

Ha r B o r v i e w me D i c a l ce n t e r

"Role of  Mi l i tary—Civ i l ian 
Partnerships for  Trauma 
Readiness"

Dr. Br y c e ro B i n s o n
as s o c i a t e  pr o f e s s o r

"COVID ICU Care:  What You Need 
to Know"

Dr. sa m ar B a B i
pr o f e s s o r

"Rib Fractures in the Elder ly"

Dr. De e p i k a ne H r a
as s i s t a n t pr o f e s s o r

"Understanding the Long-Term 
Impact  of  In jury"

Dr. sa m ma n D e l l
as s o c i a t e  pr o f e s s o r

"What 's  New in Burns"

Dr. an D r e Di c k
as s o c i a t e  pr o f e s s o r

"Divers i ty  in Academic Surgery"

Dr. Be t H an n re i m e l
cl i n i c a l  as s i s t a n t pr o f e s s o r

"Department of  Surgery  
Divers i ty  Survey"

Dr s.  an D r e w wr i g H t

pr o f e s s o r &
gi a n a Da v i D s o n
as s o c i a t e  pr o f e s s o r

"Ant i -Racist  In i t iat ives in the 
Div is ion of  General  Surgery"

Dr s.  es t e l l  wi l l i a m s

as s i s t a n t pr o f e s s o r &
eD w i n li n D o
ac t i n g as s i s t a n t pr o f e s s o r, 
me D i c a l st u D e n t eD u c a t i o n

"March of  Doctors for  Just ice"

Dr. eD w a r D co r n w e l l
tH e lasa l l e  D.  le f f a l l ,  jr . ,  mD, 
pr o f e s s o r o f su r g e r y,  Ho w a r D 
un i v e r s i t y  co l l e g e o f me D i c i n e

HARKINS LECTURE:  "Charles  R. 
Drew,  MD—His L i fe ,  Death,  and the 
St imulus for  Divers i ty  in Academic 
Surgery"

Dr. jo n a t H a n sH a m
as s i s t a n t pr o f e s s o r

"The Role of  Surgery in Local ly 
Advanced Pancreas Cancer"

Dr. eD g a r f i g u e r e D o
as s o c i a t e  pr o f e s s o r

"Robot ic  Hernia Repair"

Dr. ke n n e t H go w
pr o f e s s o r

"Conquer the Div ide:  Improving 
Access to Care for  Chi ldren 
Needing Surgery"

Dr. cr a i g Bi r g f e l D
as s o c i a t e  pr o f e s s o r

"Facial  Trauma Reconstruct ion"

Dr. jo H n a t H o n ro l l o
cl i n i c a l  as s i s t a n t pr o f e s s o r

" Impact  of  L imb Preservat ion 
Serv ice"

Dr. cH r i s  Bu r k e
as s i s t a n t pr o f e s s o r

"Aort ic  Valve Preservat ion Surgery"

Watch the 2020  

Dr.  Alfred A.  Strauss Lecture >>

Watch the 2020  

Harkins'  Surgical Symposium >>

2020 a N N ua l 
dr.  a l F r ed a .  St r auS S  lec t u r e 
& ha r k i NS'  Su r g i c a l  Sy m P oSi u m

Ha r k i n s '  su r g i c a l 
sy m p o s i u m sp e a k e r s (c o n t.)

https://youtu.be/vFMexS5Z6js
https://youtu.be/vFMexS5Z6js
https://youtu.be/z7CBVHeO6eE
https://youtu.be/z7CBVHeO6eE
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Newsamer i c a n 
co l l eg e o f 
surg eo n s

2020 clini c a l 
co n g r e s s

Dr. Do u g l a s wo o D in D u c t e D i n t o 
a m e r i c a n co l l e g e o f su r g e o n s ac a D e m y 

o f ma s t e r su r g e o n eD u c at o r s™

Dr. Douglas Wood ,  The Henr y N. 
H a r k i n s  P r o f e s s o r  a n d  C h a i r,  i s 
a m o n g a  g r o u p o f  2 2  e s t e e m e d 
surg ical  educators induc ted into 
the American College of Surgeons 
(ACS) Academy of Master Surgeon 
Educators™ at a V ir tual Induc t ion 
C e r e m o n y  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0 . 
Developed by the ACS Div is ion of 
E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  A c a d e m y  r e c o g -
nizes surgeon educators who have 
devoted their  careers to surg ical 

education. The Academy ’s mission is to play a leadership 
role in advancing the sc ience and prac t ice of educat ion 
acros s  a l l  sur g ic a l  spec ia l t ies ,  promot ing t he h ighes t 
achievement s in the l i fet imes of surgeons.

A c a d e my m e m b e r sh ip  c a r r ie s  a n  o b l iga t io n  f o r  co m -
mitment to the Academy ’s goals ,  which are to ident i f y, 
recognize,  and recrui t  innovators and thought leaders 
co m m i t t e d  t o  a d v a n c i n g  l i f e l o n g  s u r g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ; 
t ranslate innovat ion into ac t ions;  of fer mentor ship to 
surgeon educator s ;  fos ter exchange of  creat i ve ideas; 
disseminate advances in surgical education; and positively 
impac t the qual i t y of  surg ical  care and pat ient safet y.

“ The Academy of Mas ter Surgeon Educators is  ac t i ve ly 
ad vanc ing t he s c ience and prac t i ce  of  e duc a t ion and 

t ra in ing acros s  a l l  sur g ic a l  d is c ip l ine s .  I t  i s  an honor 
and pr i v i lege to jo in  th is  incredib le  group of  thought 
leaders .  I  look for ward to learning f rom them and con-
t r ibu t ing  to  t he  mis s ion of  improv ing  t he prac t i ce  o f 
educat ion in surger y.  There is  nothing more impor t ant 
t han t ra in ing t he ne x t  generat ion of  sur ge ons ,  t hos e 
who wi l l  care for us ,  “  sa id Dr.  Wood as he spoke at the 
induc t ion ceremony.

Dr. Wood joins 3 other Depar tment of Surger y facul t y in 
the Academy of Mas ter Surgeon Educators:  Drs .  Car los 
P e l l e g r i n i ,  E d  Ve r r i e r  a n d  K a r e n  H o r v a t h  ( A s s o c i a t e 
Member) .

acs 2020 cl i n i c a l  co n g r e s s  fac u lt y 
a n D r e s i D e n t pr e s e n tat i o n s

For the f ir s t  t ime in the 107 year his tor y of the Amer i -
can Col lege of Surgeons , the 2020 Cl inical Congress met 
v ir tual l y f rom Oc tober 3rd–7th.  Depar tment of Surger y 
facult y and residents were well represented at the event , 
notably par ticipating in the following lectures and panels:

C ardiothor acic Surgery Facult y

Dr. Douglas Wood ,  The Henr y N. Hark ins 
Professor and Chair,  gave the John H 
Gibbon Jr. ,  Lec ture t i t led “ Lung Cancer 
Screening :  Sav ing L i ves wi th Sc ience  
and Pol ic y.”

Gener al Surgery Facult y and Residents

Drs .  David Flum ,  Professor and A ssociate  
Chair  for Research,  ( top le f t )  and Giana 
Davidson ,  A ssociate Professor and 
Sec t ion Chief of  Emergenc y General 
Surger y,  (bot tom le f t )  presented 
“Ant ib iot ic s  for  Appendic i t is?  What the 
Resul t s  f rom the CODA Tr ia l  Mean for  Your 
Prac t ice , ”  and also hos ted a v ir tual  press 
conference on the same topic .

Dr.  Giana Davidson  addi t ional l y spoke 
on the “ Ethical  Considera t ion for  Surgeons  
Par t ic ipat ing in C l in ical  Research.”

D r.  D o u glas Wo o d

(continued on page 20)

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/douglas-wood
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/david-flum
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/giana-davidson
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/giana-davidson
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acs 2020 cl i n i c a l  co n g r e s s  fac u lt y 
a n D r e s i D e n t pr e s e n tat i o n s (co n t.)

Gener al Surgery Facult y and Residents

Dr. Kevin L abadie ,  General  Surger y 
Resident (R4) ,  presented his f indings 
on “ Laparoscopic  v s  Robot ic  Hepatec tomy : 
A Propensi t y  Score Matched Analys is 
Account ing for  Resec t ion Comple x i t y.”

Dr. Mariam Hantoul i ,  Senior Fel low, 
spoke on “Acute Cholec ys t i t is  Management  
and Outcomes Dur ing Pregnanc y.”

Dr. David Droullard ,  General  Surger y 
Research Resident ,  presented “ The 
Natural  H is tor y of  D iver t icul i t is  Symptom 
Burden,”  and “ Management of  Appendic i t is 
in Pregnanc y.”

Dr. Jamie Robinson ,  General  Surger y 
Resident (R4) ,  spoke on “COVID –Rela ted 
Respira tor y Fai lure ;  Vent i la tor Adjunc t s  for 
ARDS and Severe Hypoxemia.”

Dr. Sara Daniel ,  General  Surger y 
Resident (R4) ,  presented her research 
f indings on how “ I L–10 B lockage Promotes 
Tumor Ce l l  Death in F ibrolamel lar 
Carc inoma"

Dr. Alex Lois ,  General  Surger y Research 
Resident ,  gave the t a lk “Cholec ys tec tomy 
A f ter  Cholec ys tos tomy? ”

Pediatric Gener al Surgery

Dr. Kimberly R iehle ,  A ssociate Professor,  
lec tured on “ Pedia t r ic  Head and  
Neck Masses .”

Tr auma , Burn and Critic al C are Facult y

Dr. Ei leen Bulger,  Professor and Chief, 
presented t wo t a lk s ,  the f ir s t  t i t led , 
“ Scudder Orat ion on Trauma: I ’m not 
Comfor table wi th This , ”  and the second, 
“Address ing the Soc ia l  De terminates to 
Reduce F irearm V io lence .”

Dr. Tam Pham ,  Professor and Direc tor 
of the UW Regional  Burn Center,  co –
moderated the Surg ical  Forum for Burn/
Trauma and Cr i t ica l  Care.

https://www.uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-training/research-resident-past-projects-2018-2020/
https://www.uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-training/current-projects/
https://www.uwsurgery.org/resident/robinson-jamie/
https://www.uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-training/research-resident-past-projects-2018-2020/
https://www.uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-training/current-projects/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/kimberly-riehle
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/eileen-bulger
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/tam-pham
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News
Dr. vimuk ta maHaDe v fir s t to  

gr aDuate witH roBotic privileges

On June 19, 2020, Dr. Vimukta Mahadev, 2020 chief resident, 

b e c ame t he f i r s t  res ide n t in  t he D e p ar t me n t of  Surge r y 

to  gr a d ua te w i t h f u l l  r o b o t ic  p r i v i l e g e s .  To su cce s s f u l l y 

achieve this cer t i f icat ion a resident must complete a com-

prehensive training curriculum which includes a minimum of 

10 cases as the pat ient–side assis t ant and 20 cases as the 

pr imar y console surgeon. The resident robot ic curr iculum 

was gr adual l y  in t ro duce d b e t we e n 2014 an d 2016 under 

the direction of Drs. Karen Hor vath ,  Professor, Division of 

Gener al  Surger y,  Direc tor,  Residenc y Progr am in Gener al 

Surger y,  A ssociate Chair  for  Educat ion,  and Ja m e s Pa r k , 

Professor,  Div is ion of Gener al  Surger y.  Dr.  Mahadev was 

motivated and a quick study, and he st ar ted logging cases 

in 2017 and success f ul ly met the requirement s by gr adu-

at ion in June.  Dr.  Mahadev in tends to pur sue a c are er  in 

Tr a u m a S u r g e r y  a n d C r i t i c a l  C a r e ,  a n d s aw t h e  v a l u e  i n 

a p p l y i n g a d v a n ce d m i n i ma l l y  i nv as i ve  t e ch n i q u e s i n  h is 

future prac tice. Dr.  Mahadev stated, “The UW facult y have 

numerous robot ic  mentor s at  mult ip le d i f ferent hospit a l 

s i t e s .  N o m a t t e r  w h a t  s p e c i a l t y  yo u a r e  p l a n n i n g t o  g o 

into,  p lease consider t ak ing f ul l  advant age of this  unique 

oppor tunit y.  You never k now how usef ul  these advanced 

minimal ly invasive techniques wi l l  become in your f uture 

pr ac t ice.”

Dr. anDre Dick appointeD  
associate surgeon–in–cHief at  

se at tle cHilDren’s Hospital

Dr.  A n dr e D ic k ,  A ssociate Profes-

s o r  o f  Tr a n s p l a n t  S u r g e r y  i n  t h e 

s e c t i o n o f  P e d ia t r i c  Tr a n s p l a n t a -

tion, has been appointed by Seat tle 

Chi ldren’s  Hospit a l  (SCH) as A sso -

ciate Surge on–in– Chie f,  e f fe c t i ve 

S e p t e m b e r  2020.  D r.  D i ck  is  j o i n -

ing Dr.  S anjar  Par ihk (Or thopedics 

and Spor t s Medicine) ,  Dr.  Suz anne 

Yandow (O tolar yngology),  and Dr. 

J e f f  A v a n s i n o  (G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y) 

as fe l low A ssociate –in– Chief s .  Under the direc t ion of Dr. 

J e f f  O j e m a n n (N e u r o s u r g e r y) ,  D r.  D i ck ’s  wo r k  w i l l  cove r 

a  bro a d r an ge of  cr i t ic a l  in i t iat i ves acros s S CH.  In i t ia l l y, 

t h e  a r e a s  i n  w h i ch D r.  D i ck  w i l l  f o c u s  w i l l  b e  o n p a t i e n t 

s afe t y in i t iat ives ,  vo lume re cover y fo l lowing s igni f ic an t 

OR co ns t r a in t s  ove r  t h e p as t  t wo yea r s ,  OR o p e r a t io nal 

ef f iciencies ,  and addressing equit y concerns in healthcare 

outcomes.  Dr.  Dick is  t ak ing on this  new role in addit ion 

to his  current leader ship ro les as the Surgical  Direc tor of 

Re n a l  Tr a n s p l a n t a t i o n ,  M e d i c a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S u r g i c a l 

Unit , and Transplant Surgery’s Fellowship Program Director. 

Dr.  Dick ’s  appointment to A ssociate Surgeon–in– Chief  is 

a  s ignif icant honor for both Dr.  Dick and for the Depar t-

ment of  Surger y.

Dr. anDre Dick appointeD  
fir s t co–aDvisor to asts Diver sit y, 

equit y anD inclusion council

Dr.  A n dr e Dick ,  A ssociate Professor,  Direc tor of Pediatr ic 

K i d n e y Tr a n s p l a n t ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  Tr a n s p l a n t  S u r g e r y,  w a s 

a p p o i n t e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  Tr a n s p l a n t 

Surgeons’  (A S T S) Co –advisor to the Diver si t y,  Equit y and 

I n c l u s i o n C o u n c i l .  T h e s e  n e w p o s i t i o n s  we r e  c r e a t e d a s 

p ar t  of  A S T S’s  larg e r  d i ve r s i t y  in i t ia t i ve an d w i l l  have a 

key ro le in the implement at ion and creat ion of new A S T S 

diver si t y and inclusion in i t iat ives . 

(continued on page 22)

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/karen-horvath
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/james-park
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/andre-dick
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/jeffrey-avansino
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se at tle maga zine ’s & se at tle 

metropolitan maga zine ’s  
2020 top Doc tor s recognizes  

uw Department of surgery

“ S e a t t l e  M a g a z i n e  a n d  S e a t t l e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  M a g a z i n e 

a n n o u n ce d t h e i r  2 02 0 To p D o c t o r s  a n d I  a m p l e a s e d t o 

share the ex tensive recognit ion of Depar tment of Surger y 

(DOS) f acult y.

D O S h a d 69 f a c u l t y  l i s t e d  i n  1 1  s p e c i a l t i e s–t h i s  i s  m o r e 

than 50% of our f acult y,  and accounted for over 4 0% of 

t h e  m a g a z i n e ’s  l i s t e d s u r g e o n s  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l t i e s . 

T his  represent s a remark able presence in this  year ’s  Top 

D o c t o r  l i s t i n g s .  To p D o c t o r s  i s  o n e f o r m o f  r e co g n i t i o n 

by t h e co mmuni t y an d sh ows t h ey h o l d o ur  surg e o ns in 

h igh es teem.

I  shared this  with the facult y.  The facult y responded with 

appreciation for being named as a Top Doctor in the Seat tle 

metropol it an area,  but they were uniformly quick to point 

ou t that what they do is  a  team e f for t  and they are one 

member of  the team.

I  congr atulate these f acult y and am honored to lead this 

e xcept ional  Depar tment of  Surger y.

Below is  a l is t ing of our facult y honored this year by their 

specia l t y :

Bariatric
Jud y Chen,  MD, A s sis t an t Profes s or

S aur abh K handelwal ,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes sor

Bre a st
B en A nder s on,  MD, Profes sor

Chr is t ina B lanche t te,  PA– C

K r is  C a lhoun,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Me ghan Flanagan,  MD, MPH, A s sis t an t Profes s or

S ar a Jav id ,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

C ancer Surgery
Dav id B y rd ,  MD, Profes s or

Teres a K im, MD, A s sis t an t Profes s or

J im Par k ,  MD, Profes s or

Venu Pi l lar is e t t y,  MD, Profes sor

Jonat han Sham, MD, A s sis t an t Profes s or

Ray Yeung ,  MD, Profes s or

C ardiac Surgery
Gabr ie l  A ldea ,  MD, Profes s or

Chr is  Bur ke,  MD, A s sis t an t Profes s or

Ed Ver r ier,  MD, Profes sor (Emer i t us 2020)

Colorec tal
S ar ah At k ins on,  MD, A s sis t an t Profes sor

Muk t a K r ane,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Gener al Surgery
S am A r babi ,  MD, MPH, Profes s or

Ei le en Bulger,  MD, Profes s or

Jo e Cus chier i ,  MD, Profes s or

Giana Dav ids on,  MD, MPH, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Dan K im, MD, C l in ic a l  A s sis t an t Profes sor

Lor r ie L angdale ,  MD, Profes s or

D eb Marquard t ,  MD, A s sis t an t Profes sor

L is a McIn t y re,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Br an t O elschlager,  MD, Profes sor

G r an t O’Ke e fe,  MD, MPH, Profes sor

Zo e Par r,  MD, C l in ic a l  A s sis t an t Profes s or

Rebe cc a Pe ter s en,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Mik a S inanan,  MD, PhD, Profes s or

Ro ger Tat um, MD, Profes s or

E s te l l  W i l l iams ,  MD A s sis t an t Profes s or

A nd y Wr igh t ,  MD, Profes s or

Hand
Je f f  Fr ie dr ich ,  MD, Profes s or

D ennis K ao,  MD, A s sis t an t Profes s or

Nick Ve dder,  MD, Profes s or

Pediatric Surgery
Je f f rey Av ansino,  MD, MB A , A s s o ciate Profes s or

Adam G oldin ,  MD, MPH, Profes s or

Pat Healey,  MD, Profes s or

Pat r ick Jav id ,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

K im Riehle ,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

B ob S awin ,  MD, Profes s or (Emer i tus 2019)

John Waldhaus en,  MD, Profes s or

(continued on page 23)
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News
se at tle maga zine ’s & se at tle 

metropolitan maga zine ’s  
2020 top Doc tor s recognizes  

uw Department of surgery (cont.)
Pl a stic Surgery

Cr aig B irg fe ld ,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Shannon Colohan,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Je f f  Fr ie dr ich ,  MD, Profes s or

Richard Hopper,  MD, Mar l ys C .  L ar s on Profes sor of 

Cr aniof acia l  Surger y

Suzie Inchaus te,  MD, A s sis t an t Profes sor

K ar i  Keys ,  MD, A s so ciate Profes sor

O t way Louie ,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Pe ter Nel igan,  MB , Profes s or

Hak im S aid ,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Nick Ve dder,  Profes s or

Shir ley Tay lor,  A RNP

Thor acic Surgery
K at hle en B er f ie ld ,  MD, A s sis t an t Profes s or

A aron Cheng ,  MD, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Far ho o d Far jah ,  MD, MPH, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Mike Mul l igan,  MD, Profes s or

D ouglas Wo o d,  MD, T he Henr y N.  Har k ins Profes s or and Chair

Chr is t a Fr anz ,  PAC

K r is t in D e G ro ot ,  PAC

Va scul ar Surgry
Mar k Meis sner,  MD, Profes s or

El ina Q uiro ga ,  MD, MPH, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Sherene Shalhub,  MD, MPH, A s s o ciate Profes s or

Ni ten S ingh,  MD, Profes s or

B en St ar nes ,  MD, Profes s or

Mat t Swe e t ,  MD, MS ,  A s so ciate Profes s or

Nam Tr am, MD, A s s o ciate Profes sor

We  h a v e  e x c e p t i o n a l  s u r g e o n s  w h o  a r e  a  c r e d i t  t o  U W 

Medicine.  I  am incredibly grateful  to work for such a won-

der f ul  team.”

W ith pr ide and gr at i tude,

Douglas E. Wood, MD, FACS, FRCSEd

The Henry N. Harkins  Professor & Chair

Depar tment of  Surger y

Univer si t y of  Washington

Dr. Dav i D B y r D na m e D in t e r i m  
scca me D i c a l Di r e c t o r

Dr. David Byrd ,  Professor,  Division 

of General Surgery, has been named 

I n t e r i m  M e d i c a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 

Seat tle Cancer Care All iance (SCC A). 

D r.  M a r c  S t e w a r t ,  S C C A  M e d i c a l 

Director and Senior Vice President , 

lef t SCC A in July 2020 for a position 

at  C i t y of  Hope C ancer Center.  Dr. 

St ew a r t  has  b e e n a n o u t s t a n din g 

l e a d e r  a n d a n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  f o r ce 

helping SCC A grow to be one of the 

top 10 c ancer center s in the United St ates .  We wish h im 

wel l  in his new role at Cit y of Hope and owe him enormous 

appreciat ion for a l l  he has done for our cancer progr ams 

at UW Medicine and SCC A . Whi le SCC A decides ne x t s teps 

for this posit ion,  Dr.  Nanc y Davidson,  SCC A President and 

E xe cu t i ve D ir e c to r,  r e q u e s te d D r.  B y rd s e r ve as  In te r im 

Medical  Direc tor s t ar t ing Augus t 2020.

There could not be a bet ter per son to s tep in and ser ve in 

this inter im capacit y than Dr.  Byrd. Dr.  Byrd has ser ved his 

ent ire academic career here at  Univer si t y of  Washington 

(UW),  complet ing his  residenc y at  UW, surgical  oncology 

fel lowship at MD Anderson, and joining the facult y in 1992 

to ser ve as the f i r s t  Chief  of  Surgical  Oncology.  Dr.  B yrd 

has ser ved in a number of  impor t ant and inf luent ia l  ro les 

in oncology.  Mos t recent ly,  complet ing a s ix–year term as 

Chair  of the American Jo int Commit tee on C ancer,  which is 

responsible for our cancer s t aging s ys tems that dr ive a l l 

t reatment decis ions .  At SCC A , Dr.  B yrd has been the Chief 

of  Surgical  Oncology for 12 year s ,  a  member of  the S enior 

Management Team for 10 year s ,  and Chair  of  the Medical 

E xe cu t i ve Co mmi t te e f o r  6  year s .  M os t  imp o r t an t l y,  D r. 

B yrd complement s h is  enormous ins t i tut ional  k nowledge 

with his  calm and thought ful  decis ion–mak ing,  emotional 

inte l l igence and deep sense of integr i t y and fa irness that 

makes him a tr us ted col league and leader. 

(continued on page 24)
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I  a m  t h r i l l e d  t h a t  D r.  B y r d  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h i s 
impor t an t leader ship ro le for  S CC A ,  and I  fe e l  conf iden t 
t hat  we are in  t he bes t  p os sib le  hands whi le  iden t i f y ing 
a new permanent Medical  Direc tor.  P lease jo in me in con-
gr atulat ing Dr.  B yrd,  and in helping to suppor t h im as he 
t akes on this  impor t ant ro le for our ins t i tut ion.

Douglas E .  Wood,  MD, FAC S ,  FRC SEd
T he Henr y N.  Hark ins Professor and Chair

Depar tment of  Surger y
Univer si t y of  Washington

Dr. gi a n a Dav i D s o n  
a s s i s ta n t De a n f o r pr o f e s s i o n a l i s m

In July, Dr. Giana Davidson ,  Associ-
ate Professor,  D iv is ion of  Gener al 
Surger y and Section Chief of Emer-
gency General Surger y, star ted her 
new role as UW School of Medicine 
(S O M)  A s s i s t a n t  D e a n  o f  P r o f e s -
sionalism. Partnering with Drs. Trish 
K r i t e k  a n d  A n n e  B r o w n i n g  i n  t h e 
O f f ice of Facult y Af fair s ,  her focus 
is  a d d r e s s i n g t h e cu r r e n t  c l i m a t e 
impac ting students, trainees, staf f 
and facult y across SOM. Dr.  David-

son wi l l  ser ve as Chair  of  the Cont inuous Professional ism 
Improvement (CPI)  Commit tee for the SOM, which is  a role 
or ig inal ly led by one of her mentor s and former Depar t-
ment of  Surger y Chair,  Dr.  C ar los Pel legr in i .

D r.  D av i d s o n s t a t e d ,  “ I  h ave  b e e n i n s p i r e d by  t h e  co m -
mitment that UW has made in work ing towards a c l imate 
that honor s the diver si t y of  indiv iduals  we educate,  care 
for,  wor k with ,  and mentor.  T he development of  the U W 
Medicine Equity Blueprint and wellness initiatives including 
the UW Medicine Peer to Peer Program are e xamples that 
ref lec t  values I  am passionate about :  1)  look ing for ways 
that our systemic–isms (e.g. ,  racism, sexism, ableism) have 
l e d  t o  v a r i a b l e  h e a l t h  e x p e r i e n ce s  f o r  o u r  p a t i e n t s  a n d 
dif ferential educational oppor tunit ies for our trainees and 
advancement of  our f acult y,  and 2)  e x amine how we c an 
bet ter suppor t one another to thr ive within this  environ-
ment to achieve our academic aspirat ions and improve the 

health of  the communit y.  I  am inspired by the col labor a-
t ion of  the team in the O f f ice of  Facul t y Af f a ir s  and the 
oppor tunit y to work closely with Dr.  Paula Hous ton in the 
O f f ice of  Healthcare Equit y.”

Dr. ni co l e gi B r a n r e c e i v e s  
uw Di s t i n g u i s H e D sta f f  awa r D

Dr.  Nicol e G ib r an ,  Professor,  Div i-
sion of Trauma, Burn & Crit ical Care 
Surge r y,  is  one of  53 Ra dio lo gic a l 
Re l eas e Re sp o ns e Tea m m e m b e r s 
who received the UW Distinguished 
Staff Award for their management of 
the radioactive material leak at the 
Harborview Medical Center Research 
and Tr aining (R&T) bui ld ing.

Whi le the gener al  publ ic  was s afe, 
the researchers who worked in and 

whose research was housed in the building were not. Those 
who had been in R&T at the t ime of the leak were evacu-
ated,  and those who intended on going to their  labs the 
ne x t day weren’ t  a l lowed to.

Dr.  G ibr an helped to f ind them new work spaces .  She had 
r e c e n t l y  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  a s s o c i a t e  d e a n  f o r  r e s e a r c h 
a n d  g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u d d e n l y  h a d  2 0 0  l a b l e s s 
researcher s to wor r y about–including her se l f,  as  her lab 
was housed in R&T.

“ P e o p l e  l i t e r a l l y  l e f t  e x p e r i m e n t s  o n t h e i r  b e n ch e s  a n d 
were p lanning to come back the ne x t day.  In week s af ter 
the leak we were st i l l  f inding t issue samples on counter s ,” 
she s ays .

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  d a y s ,  s h e  r o u t i n e l y  c h e c ke d  o n  a l l 
the freezer s holding research mater ia ls to make sure they 
weren’ t  f a i l ing–the HVAC in the bui ld ing had been turned 
of f  to prevent the cesium from spreading,  and a s tr ange 
May heat wave was hit t ing the S eat t le area .

Then she had to work on f inding space at other UW Medicine 
facil it ies for the displaced researchers and their equipment 
an d crea te a cce s s s ch e dul e s  fo r  t h os e w h o ha d to share 
too –smal l  lab spaces .  A b ig par t  of  her job has a lso been 
k e e p i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s  u p d a t e d  o n  t h e  c l e a n u p  p r o g r e s s 
and providing reassur ance,  for  both researcher s and the 
r adiat ion teams doing the c leanup.

(continued on page 25)
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Dr. jo H n wa l D H au s e n  

el e c t e D apsa pr e s i D e n t

The presidential gavel of the Ameri-

can Pediatr ic  Surgical  A ssociat ion 

( A P S A )  w a s  p a s s e d  t o  i n c o m i n g 

President and 2019–20 President–

Elec t ,  Dr.  J o h n Wa l dha u s e n ,  Chief 

of  Pe dia t r ic  G e n e r a l  an d T h o r a cic 

Surger y and Direc tor of  the Pedi-

a t r i c  Fe l l ow sh ip S u r g e r y Tr a in i n g 

Program, at the APSA annual meet-

ing in May.

Dr. Waldhausen commented, “It was an honor to be elected 

to the presidenc y of AP S A and represent s the pinnacle of 

on e’s  ac a d e mic c are e r.  T h e A P S A ,  l ike many ot h e r  as s o -

c i a t i o n s ,  f a ce s  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s  t h i s  co m i n g  y e a r  d u e  t o 

COVID–19. We just f inished our f irst v ir tual meeting which 

was a large success with wor ldwide par t ic ipat ion and are 

looking at ways to continue this level of involvement from 

co l l e a g u e s  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e .  We  a r e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o u r 

g ove r na n ce a n d co m m i t t e e l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  as  we l l 

as organiz at ion and have implemented ideas such as the 

Rooney Rule to insure we are more inclusive,  d iver se and 

equit able.  We are reconsider ing our f inances and manage-

m e n t to e nsure organiz at ional  h eal t h an d sus t a inabi l i t y 

and set APSA up for continued success long into the future. 

We have created the Right Chi ld/Right Surgeon in i t iat ive 

t o  b e  p u b l is h e d s o o n a s  a  w h i t e  p a p e r  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f 

P e d i a t r i c  S u r g e r y  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  e ve r y 

chi ld in America has the access to not only the appropriate 

resources but a lso to an appropr iate ly tra ined surgeon to 

provide their  pediatr ic  surgical  care.  We are work ing with 

the American Col lege of Surgeons and other organizations 

to br ing this to fruit ion.  Despite the chal lenges we face,  i t 

wi l l  be an e xcit ing year and one which the Board of Gov-

ernor s ,  the member ship and I  look for ward to.”

tH e Ha r B o r v i e w me D i c a l ce n t e r 
mi l i ta r y– ci v i l i a n pa r t n e r s H i p  

f o r tr au m a tr a i n i n g

For many years, Harborview Medical Center (HMC) has served 

as a training site for residents from Madigan Army Medical 

Center in General Surgery and Emergency Medicine. In addition, 

there have been active collaborations to support the training 

of special forces medics in the Emergency Department and on 

the Burn Service. We are excited to announce that this program 

is now advancing to a formal collaboration in which the US 

Army has designated Harborview Medical Center as one of its 

initial Military-Civilian Trauma Team Training programs, which 

will support the integration of all members of military surgical 

teams into Harborview for training on a rotating basis. These 

military surgical teams include Special Operations Teams and 

Forward Surgical Teams, which must provide damage control 

surgery and resuscitation in the most austere environments. 

The teams include surgeons, emergency medicine physicians, 

nurses, nurse anesthetists, physician assistants, and combat 

medics. The Army has recognized the value of ensuring they 

are always ready to deploy by maintaining their skills in a busy 

Level 1 trauma center. 

The Department of Surgery has led this effort under the direc-

tion of Dr. Eileen Bulger, Chief of Trauma at Harborview, and Dr. 

Bryce Robinson, Associate Medical Director for Critical Care, 

who will serve as a mentor to the surgeons participating. Our 

first two participants in this program are Drs. Brian Beldowicz 

and John McClellan, who joined the Department of Surgery this 

past year. Lieutenant Colonel Beldowicz completed his Surgical 

(continued on page 26)

D r.  B r ia n B e l d owi c z D r.  J o h n Mc Cl e l la n
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Crit ical Care and Trauma Fellowship at UC Davis and af ter 

several deployments was stationed at Madigan Army Medical 

Center. Major John McClellan completed his surgery residency 

at Madigan and joined the trauma faculty at HMC for one year 

prior to starting his Surgical Critical Care and Burn Fellowship 

at HMC this month. Both Drs. Beldowicz and McClellan serve in 

leadership roles on Special Operations medical teams and have 

had multiple deployments. 

In describing their initial experiences, Dr. Beldowicz writes, “At 

Harborview, John and I are privileged to practice with some of 

the most experienced and insightful medical professionals across 

a variety of trauma-related specialties, and we experience the 

volume and complexity of patients necessary to continuously 

develop our understanding of trauma physiology and patterns of 

injury. When we’re overseas and we encounter severely injured 

patients in uniquely challenging circumstances, we don’t have to 

invent some completely novel solution. Instead, we draw from 

the experience and perspectives we accumulate every single 

day to adapt the highest standard of care to less than ideal 

situations. In a way, it ’s the logical progression of providing 

exceptional care without exception. We’re just extending it to 

the world’s most unforgiving environments.” 

Dr. McClellan writes, “This collaboration has been instrumental 

to my development as a new General Surgeon. The time spent 

working closely with the experienced HMC Staff refreshed and 

expanded my knowledge of managing a wide range of traumatic 

injuries. Additionally, these skills gained were crucial to my most 

recent deployment. I am very grateful for this opportunity and 

looking forward to continuing to build this relationship in the 

years to come.” 

The next step in this emerging partnership will be the integration 

of members of the Forward Surgical Teams later this year. Per 

Dr. Bulger, “We have really enjoyed welcoming Brian and John 

into our division and we have learned a great deal from their 

experiences in military medicine as well. We look forward to 

integrating additional team members over the coming months. 

We are honored to play a role in ensuring the readiness and 

training of these military medical teams who put themselves 

in harm’s way to support our troops.” Photos attached: formal 

Photos of Dr. Beldowicz and Dr. McClellan and Photo of Dr. 

Beldowicz on deployment.

Dr. es t e l l  wi l l i a m s el e c t e D t o  
wsma Boa r D o f Di r e c t o r s

D r.  E s t e l l  W i l l i a m s ,  A s s i s t a n t 

P r o f e s s o r  o f  S u r g e r y,  D i v i s i o n  o f 

E m e r g e n c y  G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y,  w a s 

e l e c te d to t h e B o ard of  D ire c to r s 

o f  t h e  Wa s h i n g t o n St a t e  M e d i c a l 

A s s o c i a t i o n  ( W S M A )  F o u n d a t i o n 

for Health C are Improvement as a 

physician member–at–large. She will 

ser ve in this  capacit y for a 3–year 

ter m. T he mission of  the Founda-

t ion is  to create t r ans for mat ional 

health care change at a l l  levels–indiv idual ,  organiz at ional 

a n d s t a t e w i d e.  T h e Fo u n da t i o n g o a ls  a r e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n 

physician wellness and restore the joy of practice, enhance 

t h e  p a t i e n t /p h y s i c i a n  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d  a d v a n ce  q u a l i t y 

c a r e  a n d  p a t i e n t  s a f e t y.  T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  r e c e n t l y 

a d d e d a d dr e s s in g d isp ar i t ie s  in  h ea l t h c ar e as  o n e of  i t s 

four goals ,  which Dr.  W i l l iams was speci f ica l ly  inv ited to 

help spearhead.  She is  e xci ted to e xpand her passion for 

advocating for marginalized patients through this role and 

e x tends a debt of  gr at i tude to Dr.  Mik a Sinanan,  Profes-

sor,  Div is ion of Gener al  Surger y,  who was ins tr ument al  in 

n o m i n a t i n g h e r  f o r  t h is  o p p o r t u n i t y.  L e a r n m o r e  a b o u t 

the WSM A Fo un da tio n .

D r.  Ei l e e n B ul g e r D r.  B r yce Ro bi n s o n

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/estell-williams
https://wsma.org/wsma-foundation
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W h i l e  I  a m  p r o u d  t o  b e  a n 

administrative leader in the 

Depar tment of Surger y, which has 

histor y of leading change in diver-

sity, equity and inclusion, I struggled 

to write this piece on diversity. 

Recently, during our newly formed Anti-Racism 

Wo r kg r o u p,  co m p r is e d o f  s t a f f,  a  q u e s t i o n 

was raised: “How do we encourage Diversit y 

i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S u r g e r y?  T h e  b a c k-

g r o u n d b e h i n d t h is  q u e s t i o n is  o u r  t e a m is 

currently hir ing and while reviewing some of 

the resumes, I  was wonder ing how diver sit y 

t y p ic a l l y  is  in c l u d e d in t h e co nve r s a t io n of 

h i r i n g s o m e o n e .  I ' m t y p i c a l l y  n o t  i n v o l v e d 

in the hir ing process and am unsure how to 

br ing it up to my manager since I am not sure 

if i t is appropriate to mention this within our 

team. I  th ink I  am acute ly aware of the lack 

o f  e t h n i c  d i v e r s i t y  w i t h i n  m y  t e a m  a s  t h e 

only non-white per son.  A nd whi le d iver s i t y 

encompasses many dif ferent areas, including 

ethnicit y and culture, how heavily weighed is 

diversit y, specif ical ly ethnic diversit y, when 

looking at a job applicant? ” 

My answer, similar to the question, focused on 

staf f diversit y : the honest answer is we have 

not centr a l ly encour aged diver s i t y through 

processes or communications to hiring manag-

ers. There are some units, such as the Surgical 

Outcomes Research Center (SORCE) which are 

ah ea d of t h e d e p ar t m e n t ,  bu t as wh ol e ,  we 

a r e n o t e na b l i n g p r o ce s s e s t ha t  e n co u r a g e 

diversit y of staf f. 

Stating that truth out loud made me uncom-

f o r t a b l e ;  a c k n o w l e d g i n g t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m s 

that are in p lace cont inue to remain mos t ly 

unchanged. I  am supposed to be a leader, and 

purpor t to be an al ly; yet , a straight for ward 

set of questions shone a l ight on an obvious 

gap to our BIP O C s t af f.  I t  was a momen t to 

own t he is sue,  and commi t to t r ansparenc y 

and improvement. 

What have I learned through par ticipating in 

ant i-r acism wor kgroups and through diver-

sit y, equit y and inclusion trainings: I  can say 

with cer taint y that I embody white pr ivi lege 

– previously oblivious to the privi leges I took 

for granted that others do not have access to. 

Like many white folks in recent months, George 

Floyd’s murder made me sick; the protests here 

in Seat tle gave me an entr y way into action. I 

st ar ted searching for the stor ies , narrat ives 

and documentaries about black experience in 

America. The one that hit me with such sadness 

and sickness is “Say Her Name: The L ife and 

Death of S andra Bland.”  I  s t ar ted fol lowing 

ant i-r acism thought leader s on Twit ter and 

Instagram. All of this to say, I  am star t ing to 

learn, acknowledging and working through my 

discomfor t , and star t ing to act . I  have a long 

way to go on this path. 

Part of that path is learning about others’ paths, 

par ticularly BIPOC paths. What has also made 

me increasingly uncomfor t able is the recent 

“Executive Order on Combating Race and Sex 

Stereot yping” issued by the White House on 

September 22, 2020. In the preamble, it states, 

“…many people are pushing a dif ferent vision 

o f  A m e r i c a  t h a t  i s  g r o u n d e d i n  h i e r a r c h i e s 

based on col lec t ive social and polit ical iden-

t i t ies r ather than in the inherent and equal 

dignit y of ever y person as an individual . This 

ideology is rooted in the pernicious and false 

bel ief that America is an irredeemably racist 

or sexist countr y; that some people, simply on 

account of their race or sex , are oppressors; 

and that racial and sexual identit ies are more 

impor tant that our common status as human 

beings and Americans.” 

Fur ther, “…unfor tunately this malign ideology 

is now migrating from the fringes of American 

societ y and threatens to infec t core inst itu-

t i o n s o f  o u r  co u n t r y.”  T h e E xe cu t i ve O r d e r 

specif ical ly cal ls out diversit y training as the 

root cause of infection, and goes on to man-

date that federal  dol lar s wi l l  not be used to 

suppor t such ac t iv it ies that do not promote 

equality. In addition, contractors and agencies 

are supposed to repor t any training activit ies 

within the federal f iscal year 2020 within 90 

d ay s o f  t h e o r d e r  d a t e .  A h o t l i n e t o r e p o r t 

non-compliance wil l  be created. 

We, at the UW, are part of the “academy” – the 

place where ideas and theories are discussed, 

a r g u e d  a n d  t e s t e d .  D i v e r s i t y  t r a i n i n g  h a s 

become increasingly par t of our l ives as UW 

facult y, trainees or st af f.  A s a white person, 

my view is that diversit y training is meant to 

help take the blinders of f, to see a realit y that 

has been ignored, consciously or not. What do 

these ref lections have to do with the Depar t-

ment of Surger y? It is common to hear that we 

should show up as our “authent ic se lves” in 

work and in l i fe. I  have real ized that I  l ike to 

solve problems; I like to understand how we got 

where we are and f igure out how to remedy it . 

Institutional racism is a problem. I am a leader 

in an institution. How can I contribute to f ixing 

the problems, instead of passively perpetuat-

ing s ys tems that are broken or f lawed, that 

continue to hur t others? 

We at the Universit y engage in research sup-

por ted by federal funds, receive funding for 

graduate medical education, or bill for Medicare 

in a c l in ic a l  s e t t ing – our profes s ional  l ives 

a r e  i n t e r t w i n e d w i t h f e d e r a l  s u p p o r t .  I  a m 

angr y; angr y that the current administration 

is  a t t e m p t i n g t o ce n s o r  i d e a s .  T h is  i s  w h a t 

keeps me up at night. I look forward to the next 

administration to remedy this Executive Order. 

Author Brené Brown has stated in her book s 

and podcasts: “ I want to get it r ight not to be 

r ight .” It ’s something that resonates with me 

from studying philosophy, specifically Socrates, 

“I know that I do not know.” I want to cultivate 

curiosit y, which includes learning uncomfor t-

able truths and stories, so that I can contribute 

to dismantl ing systemic racism as it exists at 

the UW and in the United States of America.

Susan Mar x, MBA , PMP, CPC
Vice Chair, Finance & Administration,

Depar tment of Surger y

Sus a n Ma r x

diverSity iN doS
“Reflections on Systemic Racism”
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Aor tic aneur ysms and dissec t ions 

that involve the branch vessels in 

the arch or perivisceral aorta are among 

the more challenging conditions faced by 

our patients. Because these segments 

of the aorta involve critically important 

branch vessels, they are not amenable 

to treatment with standard endovas-

cular devices, and open surgical repair 

is a complex endeavor as f low must be 

maintained during the reconstruction.

Historically, a patient with such a condition 
would see one surgeon, whether a cardiac or 
vascular surgeon, and that individual would 
util ize whichever approach they were most 
co m f o r t a b l e  w i t h .  I n  t h e  l a s t  f e w ye a r s , 
advances in endovascular stent graft technol-
ogy as well as ref inements in the operative 
te chniques use d for open surgic a l  repair 
have e x panded our abi l i t y to t reat these 
patients. Each approach has its advantages 
and disadvantages, and the choice between 
which approach is best for each patient, and 
when to combine them, requires exper tise 
and comfor t with both techniques. A s our 
populat ion ages , we anticipate continued 
grow th in the incidence of such aneur ysms 
and establishing a robust team with the right 
technology and exper tise will be critical. To 
address this specif ic need, we have recently 
initiated the UW Multi-disciplinary Thoracic 
Aor tic Program (UW MTAP) at UW Medical 
Center-Montlake (UWMC-ML). UW MTAP is a 
group of Cardiac and Vascular surgeons with 
interest and expertise in both the open and 
endovascular approaches to these specif ic 
aortic domains, the aortic arch and thoraco-
abdominal aor ta. 

Dr. Christopher Burke , Assistant Professor 
in the Division of Cardiothoracic Surger y, 
is a cardiac surgeon who did a postgradu-
a t e  a o r t i c  s u r g e r y  f e l l o w s h i p  u n d e r  D r. 
Joseph Bavaria, a world renowned exper t in 

the surgical repair of the ascending aor ta 
a n d a o r t i c  a r ch u s i n g o p e n a n d “ hy b r i d ” 
approaches (where open surger y is  com-
b in e d w i t h e n d ov as cula r  s t e n t in g a t  t h e 
same operation). Dr. Burke brings a wealth 
of experience in new techniques for valve 
sparing root repair and open arch repair with 
and without concomitant stenting. He has 
a par ticular cl inical interest in aor tic valve 
preser vation surger y (aor tic valve repair).

Dr. Matthew Sweet , Associate Professor and 
Section Chief of Vascular Surgery at UWMC-
ML ,  is  a  v as cular  surg e on wi t h e x p e r t is e 
in t h e op e n re p air  of  t h or aco -ab dominal 
aneurysms as well as the use of endovascu-
lar branched stents. These devices are only 
available within clinical trials and he runs one 
of only 10 studies util izing the Cook Medi-
cal custom-made branched endograf ts for 
thoraco-abdominal aneur ysms in the USA. 
Dr. Sherene Shalhub,  Associate Professor 
i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n o f  Va s c u l a r  S u r g e r y,  i s  a 
vascular surgeon with national recognition 
for her expertise in the genetics of complex 
aortic disease, also called genetic triggered 
aor topathies. She has been prol if ic in her 
clinical research endeavors and has received 
federal funding support to study the impact 
of these aor tic dissections on patients and 
their families. Dr. Shalhub has developed a 
national reputation within the field of genetic 
aortopathies and sees patients from around 
the countr y in her cl inic.

The team meets weekly to review all com-
plex aor tic cases. This regular interaction 
facil itates the coordination of care, allows 
for shared decision making about operative 
approach, and reduces variation in how these 
complex issues are managed. Standardization 
is an important step forward in improving the 
safet y and ef fectiveness of these complex 
operations. The formation of this program is 
essential in furthering UW’s role as a national 
leader in cardiovascular care and in elevating 
the care for patients with these aneur ysms 
in t h e Pug e t S oun d re gion ,  W WA MI ,  an d 
b e yo n d .  Fu r t h e r m o r e ,  n e w t e ch n o l o g i e s 
cont inue to emerge.  Endov ascular repair 
of the ascending aor ta as well as combined 
catheter based aor tic valve and ascending 
technology is in its infancy. When that tech-
nology arrives, UW will be well posit ioned 
to lead with this group and the e xcel lent 
structural heart team at the Regional Heart 
Center.  Through integration of services, we 

will ensure that all UW Medicine patients get 
the benefit of different expert opinions and 
all operative approaches.

CLINICAL HIGHLIGHT  Thoracic  Aortic  Program

P o s t - o p e r a t i v e  C T  s c a n  f r o m  a 
p a t i e n t  t r e a t e d  e m e r g e n t l y  w i t h  a n 
a r ch r e p l a ce m e n t f o r a n a cu t e t y p e A 
a o r t i c  d i s s e c t i o n .  H e we n t o n t o h ave 
a  s i n g l e - b r a n c h e d s t e n t  g r a f t  p l a c e d 
i n  h i s  d e s c e n d i n g  t h o r a c i c  a o r t a  a s 
p a r t  o f  a  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l .  I n  a p p r o p r i a t e 
candidates, aggressive treatment with a 
combination of open and endovascular 
t h e r a p y  f o l l o w i n g  a o r t i c  d i s s e c t i o n 
allows the aor ta to “remodel” and l imits 
f u t u r e a o r t i c- r e l a t e d m o r b i d i t y.

Pos t- op C T scan from a woman treated 
with a custom made branched endograft 
for an extent 2 thoracoabdominal aor tic 
aneurysm in the B-TEVAR IDE study. This 
m i n i m a l l y i n v a s i ve t e ch n i q u e u t i l i ze d 
o n l y a cce s s f r o m t h e f e m o r a l  a r t e r i e s .

D r.  M a t t h e w Swe e tD r.  C h r i s t o p h e r B u r ke

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/christopher-burke
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/matthew-sweet
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/sherene-shalhub
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S S:  How is  the continuation of 
C V 19 impac ting your l ife?

KC :  Have you got a  couple of  hour s? 

[laughs] Remote learning for my chi l-

d r e n h as  b e e n a  j u g g l i n g a c t .  I  h ave 

a three —year— old who was supposed 

to begin preschool  and a 7—year— old 

who was in k indergar ten last year and 

pivoted to remote learning. On top of 

this, I 've been on the parent committee 

t hat  lo oke d at  t he re in t ro duc t ion of 

remote learning and how it  was going 

to look l ike in the fal l .  Let ’s  say i t  was 

quite heated and interes t ing.

I think it 's been an interesting time and 

I  think we're just going to continue to 

see f a l lou t f rom i t .  I  do th ink one of 

the perk s has been Zoom. I  d id a CME 

t alk in Wenatchee.  Ins tead of having 

to miss t wo days of  c l in ic ,  I  oper ated 

a l l  day and then came into my of f ice 

and gave the CME.

S S:  When did you k now you 
wanted to be a surgeon?

KC: I was one of those who wanted to be 

a doctor for as long as I  can remember 

but I  came into medical  school  th ink-

in g I  w as g o in g to b e a  p e dia t r ic ian . 

T hen I  d id my pediatr ics rot at ion and 

found I  do not do wel l  in an a l l— cl in ic 

environment .

I  was a medical  student here and I  did 

m y  s u r g i c a l  r o t a t i o n  a t  H a r b o r v i e w 

M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  (H M C ) .  I  w a s  a b l e  t o 

work a l i t t le  b i t  with Hugh Foy and I 

was l ike,  “oh,  now I  real ly l ike this!”

I thought maybe it was just the excite-

ment of  HMC because i t ’s  unl ike any 

place.  I  gave i t  a  shot and did a Sub —I 

with Dr.  K aj  Johansen,  a  vascular  sur-

g e o n  w h o ’ s  j u s t  r e t i r i n g  a n d  h e ’ s 

phenomenal .  I  d id the Sub —I because 

I  r e a l l y  w a n t e d  t o  d o  s u r g e r y  b u t  I 

wasn' t  sure.  There was this ment al i t y 

at that time that surgery is so hard and 

you can' t  have a f ami ly and do i t  a l l . 

There was a lso the archaic bel ief  that 

yo u o n l y  w e n t  i n t o  s u r g e r y  i f  t h e r e 

was nothing else that you could think 

of doing.  I  fe l l  for a l l  of  those s tereo -

t ypes at  f i r s t  and bel ieved I  couldn’ t 

do i t .  T his  as wel l  as I ’m a woman and 

there weren' t  as many women in the 

f ield at the time. I  did a couple Sub—I’s 

back to back , doing the surger y Sub—I 

f i r s t ,  and that ’s  when I  k new surger y 

was for me.

S S:  What are your per sonal 
thought s on being selec ted 
as a 2020 Top Doc in S eat tle 
Magazine? "

KC :  I t 's  f lat ter ing because i t ’s  a  mark 

of approval and I think everyone enjoys 

being l iked.  I t  goes back to the whole 

S a l l y  F i e l d  O s c a r  a w a r d  a c c e p t a n c e 

sp e e ch ,  " Yo u l ike  m e,  yo u r ea l l y  l ike 

me." I  think it 's easy for us to say, “oh, 

i t 's  jus t a popular i t y contes t ,”  or “oh, 

we l l ,  l o o k a t  a l l  t h e U W d o c s  o n t h e 

l i s t  b e c a u s e t h e y h ave t h is  m a ch i n e 

that c an vote for  a l l  their  UW doc s .” 

Honestly,  I  do bel ieve it 's an endorse-

ment of  your c l in ica l  work .

S S:  What professional  advice 
do you have for our new 
resident s?

K C :  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  s i m i l a r  t o  p a r e n t a l 

a d v i ce .  A  co u p l e  o f  s ay i n gs co m e t o 

mind… “ i t 's  a marathon,  not a spr int ,” 

and “ the days are long but the year s 

are shor t .”  I  th ink when you s t ar t  of f 

a n d  y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  f i v e  o r  s e v e n 

years, it seems you're going to be here 

f o r e v e r  b u t  w h e n  y o u  g e t  t o  t h o s e 

middle years you may feel you've given 

up a lot  and s t ar t  ques t ioning,  “did I 

do the right thing?” Just keep your eye 

o n t h e p r ize .  I t ’s  t h e p a t ie n t s ,  w h e n 

y o u  a r e  a c t u a l l y  a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e  o n 

t h e m ,  t ha t ’s  m os t  rew ardin g .  Yo u're 

a c t u a l l y  co r r e c t i n g s o m e t h i n g a n d I 

think i t ’s  an honor to ac tual ly be able 

to do that. It 's a huge compliment that 

someone tr us t s you to do that .

I  w o n ’ t  l i e ,  r e s i d e n c y  i s  h a r d  a n d  I 

a l m o s t  q u i t  a  co u p l e  t i m e s .  B u t  i f  i t 

i s  f o r  yo u d o n' t  l e t  t h e  d i f f i cu l t y  o f 

residenc y dissuade you because i t  is 

a ver y fulf i l l ing career.  It 's a long haul 

and we all  get t ired. Have your outlets 

and t ake care of  your sel f.

D r.  K r i s t i n e  C a l h o u n
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r

D i v i s i o n  o f  G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y

(continued on page 30)

D r.  K r is t i n e C a lh o un
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S S:  What do you consider to be your most 
impressive achievement?

KC :  Hones t ly,  I  th ink i t 's  having t wo k ids as a s ingle mom. 

I  got to the point in my l i fe where I  had to make some ver y 

di f f icult  decis ions .  I  have a lways been a “r ule —fol lower,” 

a n d  i n  m y  m i n d ,  I  t h o u g h t ,  “ w e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 

t y pic a l  r u les  an d I 'm n ot fo l lowin g t h e t y pic a l  cour s e.”  I 

was a l i t t le  worr ied about how people in the depar tment 

would see i t  when I  announced that I  was pregnant with 

my f i r s t  son.

A n d I  b as ic a l l y  jus t  s a id to my s e l f,  “ Yo u k n ow w ha t?  I 'm 

going to level  the p lay ing f ie ld here.”  I  sent out an emai l 

and I said, this is it .  Dr. Patch Dell inger was the f irst person 

who e—mailed me back. His email was a paragraph long and 

i t  was a l l  in  c aps .  I t  was c las s ic  Patch .  A nd he s a id ,  “ you 

just made the best choice of your l i fe.  There's nothing l ike 

i t .”  H e  w a s  s o  s u p p o r t i ve .  D r.  C a r l o s  P e l l e g r i n i  w a s  t h e 

second per son. He said ,  “ This is  fant ast ic!  We wi l l  suppor t 

you and ever y thing!”

M y f i r s t  s o n ,  G u s ,  w a s  b o r n w i t h  a  f a i r l y  s e ve r e  c a r d ia c 

abnormal i t y and had to have surger y at  three and a hal f 

months of age.  He was hospit al ized at 16 hour s of l i fe and 

transferred to Seattle Children's Hospital and spent a month 

there.  I t  was ver y touch and go.  I t  was a chal lenging t ime 

and subsequently he's had another hear t surger y. I  had my 

second chi ld ,  F inn,  a lmos t 4 year s af ter having my f i r s t . 

S o  t h a t ' s  m y  p r o u d e s t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s 

impor t ant to me.  I t  d id not go a long the tr adit ional  chan-

nels .  It 's been hard but it 's been incredibly wor thwhile and 

I  would never tr ade my k ids for any thing.

S S:  What has been a profound missed 
oppor tunit y in your l ife?

KC :  W h e n  I  w a s  f o u r  m y  d a d  u s e d  t o  p l a y  h o c ke y  a t  a n 

o ld r ink in Tacoma cal led the L akewood W inter Club and I 

s t ar ted f igure sk at ing there.  I  s t ar ted with group lessons 

then pr ivate lessons and found I  ac tual ly had t a lent in i t . 

I  compe ted at  the loc al  leve l  and ever y thing.  I  bowed to 

peer pressure when I  got to be about seven or e ight as my 

fr iends didn' t  l ike that I  couldn' t  p lay with them and that 

I  was spending a l l  the t ime in the r ink .  S o I  quit .  I  p icked 

i t  up again when I  was in junior h igh,  but I  missed those 

real ly cr i t ica l  year s . 

I  look back and I  probably could have accompl ished a lot 

more if  had I  stuck with it .  It 's one of those t imes I  l istened 

to other s and made decis ions for them and not myself. 

D r.  K r i s t i n e  C a l h o u n

(continued on page 31)

F i n n & G us C a lh o un
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SS: What 's been your most memorable vacation?

KC :  My son Gus ’  Make A W ish® tr ip las t  Oc tober is  mos t 

memorable. Gus was born with a heart defect qualifying him 

for Make—A—Wish® and his wish was to meet his absolute 

favor ite author,  Dav Pi lkey,  who wr ites and i l lus trates the 

“Captain Underpants” and “Dog Man” book series. We were 

f lown to L A and had over an hour meet and greet with Dav. 

The wish also included going to a “Dog Man Do Good” tour 

s top with 3 ,000 other k ids as wel l  as awesome e xcur sion 

to Uni ver s a l  St udios .  Dav was amazin g wi t h G us an d for 

a couple days his  cardiac condit ion made him specia l  in a 

GOOD way.

S S:  Do you have any travel  plans af ter COV ID 
travel  restr ic tions l if t?

KC:  A gif t to myself when I  hopefully achieve promotion to 

professor is  going to be a tr ip with my f ami ly to Aus tr a l ia 

and New Zealand.  I t 's  a lways been a goal  of  mine and i t 's 

a lways been on my l is t  and i t 's  t ime.  I t ’s  going to be my 

present and my pat on the back .  (When they ac tual ly wi l l 

let  an A mer ican in) . 

S S:  If  you could k now the answer to any 
question ,  what would that question be?

KC :  Is  there l i fe on other p lanet s .  T he reason I  ask that is 

my son,  Gus ,  r ight now is  complete ly obsessed with p lan-

e t s—t h e s o l a r  s y s t e m .  H e 's  co n s t a n t l y  as k i n g S i r i ,  " S i r i , 

what 's  the f ar thes t p lanet? "  and the l ike.

T he univer se is  so huge that there has to be some other 

l i f e  o u t  t h e r e .  A n d  a r e  t h e y  a w a r e  o f  u s?  A r e  t h e y  j u s t 

watching us? I  would love to k now is  there l i fe out there.

S S:  What is  your fondest chi ldhood memor y?

KC :  My paternal  gr andmother died when I  was f ive.  Inter-

es t in gl y,  sh e d ie d of  n e gl e c te d breas t  c an ce r.  Sh e ha d a 

m a s s  a n d h i d  i t  t h i n k i n g i t  wo u l d  g o aw ay.  B u t  I  h ave a 

ver y c lear memor y of her.  Me and my cousin ,  A l l ison,  who 

is  only about s ix months younger than I  am, would p lay in 

my Gr andma C alhoun's back yard.  She let  us p ick f lower s 

and r ide the f ami ly tr ic ycle .

It 's one of those memories where it was just a per fec t t ime 

where I  was with people that I  loved and doing something 

t ha t  I  l ove d a t  t h e t im e.  I  d o n' t  have ma ny m e m o r ie s  of 

her,  so this  is  a  ver y comfor t ing memor y.

(continued on page 32)

G us wi t h Dav Pi lkey

K r is t i n e ,  a g e 5 a t  h e r g r a n dm o t h e r 's  h o us e

D r.  K r i s t i n e  C a l h o u n
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S S:  What has been your biggest mind—blow in 
l ife?

KC :  I  come from a ver y b lue — col lar  f ami ly.  My mom's dad 

a c t u a l l y  i m m i g r a t e d f r o m t h e f o r m e r  Yu g o s l av ia  s o  m y 

mom is  f i r s t  gener at ion A mer ic an.  T hen my dad los t  h is 

father when he was 13.  My mom was a teacher and my dad 

has a  d e gr e e in  f ish e r ie s  b u t  h e a l w ay s ha d to h e lp o u t 

with the f ami ly.  I  don' t  th ink my dad necess ar i ly  t apped 

his  potent ia l .

S o when I  look at  this ,  I  p laced educat ion as a lways being 

ver y impor t ant so I  set  goals  for myself.  I  look back and 

i t  somet imes amazes me I 'm ac tual ly where I  am because 

I 'm in a ver y s trong academic progr am and I 've achieved 

the goals  that I  set  for myself.

S S:  What is  your favorite movie genre?

KC :  I  love ac t ion movies .  One of my f avor i te movies of  a l l 

t ime is  “Die Hard.”

I  a lso l ike “St ar War s .” I  know it 's  science f ic t ion but I  a lso 

think of i t  as an ac t ion.  I  l ike things that are complete ly 

removed from my l i fe and complete fant as y and the com-

plete opposite of  the l i fe that I  am l iv ing.  In col lege,  one 

Hal loween I  went as Pr incess Leia .  I  had real ly long hair, 

and I  d id the s ide —rol l  th ings on my hair. 

The movie I cannot skip if I come across it on T V, “Gladiator.” 

I t  does not mat ter where i t  is  in the movie,  i f  “G ladiator,” 

is  on I  have to s i t  down and watch i t . 

S S:  Who is  your favorite music group or single 
vocal ist?

KC :  Eas y one.  U2.  I 've seen them three or four t imes .  T he 

las t  t im e I  w a n te d to s e e t h e m I  co ul dn' t  b e c a us e I  w as 

3 9 we e k s p r e g na n t  w i t h  F i n n .  I  d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i ke  i t  wo ul d 

be the wises t choice to go and s t and at Centur yL ink for 

hour s .  But I  went to the tour before,  which had been the 

tour they pos tponed bec ause Bono had broken his  back 

f rom a bike accident .

S S:  What 's  your favorite S eat tle rest aurant?

KC: .  I  real ly l ike sushi—there are several  places in Madison 

Park ,  and Wat ar u on 65th is  real ly good as wel l .  My one 

s o n ,  G u s ,  h a t e s  s u s h i  b u t  m y  o t h e r  s o n ,  F i n n ,  l o v e s  i t . 

F inn is  a  sushi  snob.  He' l l  only eat the ahi  tuna.  I f  I  br ing 

i t  h om e,  h e ' l l  eat  t h e e n t i re  t h in g of  ah i  t una as  we l l  as 

s ashimi .  He's  a  s tr ange three —year— old. 

S S:  What do you bel ieve is  the meaning of l ife?

KC:  The meaning of l i fe for me is we' l l  a l l  have regret s but 

at  the end,  the goal  is  to look back and be s at is f ied with 

the path that you took .

Nobody ’s l i fe is per fec t .  We al l  have disappointment s and 

sometimes it 's hard to move on from them but we have to. 

I  bel ieve al l  d isappointment s and fai lures bui ld charac ter. 

We're a l l  on a path and I  th ink in the end we get to where 

we're supposed to be.

S S:  Tel l  us some thing that nobody k nows about 
you .

KC :  I  was an e x tr a on the show Desper ate Housewives .  I 

wound up on t he cu t t ing ro om f lo or bu t I  ac t ual l y  have 

a  ch e ck p ay i n g m e f o r  my s e r v i ce s .  A  p a t i e n t  o f  o n e o f 

m y  m e n t o r s  w h e n  I  w a s  a  f e l l o w  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  f o u n d 

out I  loved the show, and he's  l ike,  “ wel l ,  why don' t  you 

come on se t  one day? ” S o he had ar r anged for  me to be 

"Mom Pushing Strol ler."  I  got to spend a l l  day on the set 

and met a l l  the s t ar s and ever y thing.  I  met Ter i  Hatcher, 

James Denton,  Marcia Cross and Nicolet te Sher idan,  and I 

have this  Desper ate Housewives ’  water bot t le .  I t  was my 

br ush with f ame.

V is i t  D r.  C a lh oun's  U W Me dic ine p r ov i d e r p a g e  to  lear n 

more ab ou t her  e duc at ion and tr a in ing ,  c l in ic a l  spe cia l-

t ies and research.

Ja m e s D e n to n ,  K r is t i n e C a lh o u n & Te r i  Ha tch e r

D r.  K r i s t i n e  C a l h o u n

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/kristine-calhoun
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depar tment
 of surger y

in the media
Dr. Eileen Bulger,  Professor 
& Chief, Trauma, Division of 

Trauma, Burn & Critical  
Care Surger y

How the State With the First 
Major Outbreak Contained 

Coronavirus

With National Data Lacking, 
Harbor view Medical Center Joins 
New Study On Gunshot Injuries

Dr. Nicole Gibran ,  Professor, 
Division of Trauma, Burn & 

Critical Care Surger y

Af ter the Leak: An Award-winning 
Response to a Radioactive 

Material Leak

Dr. Elina Quiroga, Associate 
Professor, Division of  

Vascular Surger y

Idea full of holes wins U.S. prize 
for kidney-dialysis team

Dr. Jonathan Sham ,  Assistant 
Professor, Division of  

General Surger y

For some patients with pancreatic 
cancer, a newly introduced 

procedure at SCC A provides hope

Dr. Barclay Stewar t ,  Assistant 
Professor, Division of Trauma, 

Burn & Critical Care Surger y

'The f ire is r ight on us': Parents 
share desperation to outrun a 

wildf ire with young son

Dr. Estell Williams, Assistant 
Professor, Division of  

General Surger y

Estell Will iams: Mentoring the 
Nex t Generation of Black Doctors

Celebrating Women’s  
Equalit y Day

Dear Har k ins S ocie t y Member s and A lums of 
the University of Washington Surgical Training 
Programs, 

What a strange and unusual year this has been 
for us all. We hope you are all in good health and 
continuing to enjoy your practices, retirements 
and other pastimes! 

This year we were honored to graduate exceptional 
s u r g e o n s  f r o m a l l  o f  o u r  t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s 
including General  Surger y,  Integrated Plas t ic 
Surgery, Integrated Vascular Surgery, Integrated 
Cardiothoracic Surgery as well as many fellowships. 
A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  CO V I D –1 9  p a n d e m i c ,  o u r 
celebrations were limited to virtual formats but 
we did our best to honor the achievements of 
these amazing surgeons as they completed their 
training in June. 

Chief Residents Finishing June 2020

Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery  

Integrated Residency Program

Swaroop Bommareddi, MD MCS/Transplant Fellowship, 

University of Wisconsin

Division of Vascular Surgery  

Integrated Residency Program

Anna Ohlsson, MD Vascular Surgery, VA Medical Center

Division of Plastic Surgery  

Integrated Residency Program

Kate Impastato, MD Plastic Surgery, Marshall University

Tommy Liu, MD Craniofacial Fellowship,  

University of California, Los Angeles

Shane Morrison, MD, MS Gender-Affirming Surgery Fellowship, 

University of Michigan

Trent Morton, MD Plastic Surgery, Proliance Plastic  

and Reconstructive Surgeons

Department of Surgery  

General Surgery Residency Program

Brian J. Cook, MD Abdominal Transplant Fellowship,  

University of Washington

Sarah M. Kolnik, MD, MPH Surgical Critical Care Trauma 

Fellowship, University of Kentucky

Vimukta M. Mahadev, MD Surgical Critical Care Trauma 

Fellowship, University of Washington

Amer H. Nassar, MD Harvard University/BIDMC, Plastic  

and Reconstructive Surgery Fellowship

Francys C. Verdial Argueta, MD, MPH Breast Surgical Oncology 

Fellowship, Memorial Sloane Kettering Cancer Center

Jay Zhu, MD Minimally Invasive Surgery Fellowship,  

University of Washington

Fellows Finishing June 2020

Jeff Anderson, MD Surgical Critical Care

Navin Bhatia, MD Surgical Critical Care

Chelsea Boe, MD Hand Surgery

Mert Calis, MD Craniofacial Surgery

Peter Joseph Edpao, MD Transplant Surgery

Colette Inaba, MD Minimally Invasive Surgery

Abbie Jensen, MD Surgical Critical Care

Nicole Kurnik, MD Craniofacial Surgery

Stephanie Mason, MB, PhD Surgical Critical Care

David Miranda, MD, MS Surgical Critical Care

Ugochi Okoroafor-Ridgway, MD Hand Surgery

Rachel Payne, MD Surgical Critical Care

Lela Posey, MD, MPH Surgical Critical Care

Brian Pridgen, MD Hand Surgery

Marko Rojnica, MD Pediatric Surgery

Joel Sternbach, MD Cardiothoracic Surgery

Rebecca Ur, MD Vascular Surgery

Kent Yamaguchi, MD Hand Surgery

Usually Fall and the new academic year brings 
a busy season for the Harkins Society with our 
annual Harkins Symposium, annual society dinner in 
Seattle and annual social gathering at the American 
College of Surgeons meeting. However, due to the 
extenuating circumstances of this year, we were 
unable to hold these events in the traditional fash-
ion. We held the Harkins Symposium virtually on 
Friday October 16th with honored Strauss lecturer 
Dr. Edward Cornwell III M.D., FACS, FCCM. Dr. Corn-
well is the Surgeon-In-Chief at Howard University 
Hospital in Washington, D.C. as well as Chair of the 
Howard University College of Medicine Department 
of Surgery. We were regrettably unable to host the 
usual dinner following the symposium during which 
we normally would honor a distinguished Harkins 
Society alumnus of the year. Similarly, we missed 
seeing our friends and colleagues at our American 
College of Surgeons reception this year given the 
virtual format. 

We sincerely missed seeing you all at these events 
and hope that we can reunite next Fall- cheers to 
a better year in 2021! 

Sincerely,
Nicole K. Zern MD, FACS

President, Harkins Society

Harkins' corner

D r.  Ni co l e Ze r n
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CODA Appendicitis Trial 
Brings Together Pa st and 

Current DOS Member s

A collaboration of past and current Department of 
Surgery members lead national trial to answer the 
question: Are antibiotics as good as surgery to treat 
appendicitis?

Antibiot ics may be a good choice for some, but not al l , 
patients with appendicit is , according to results from the 
Comparing Outcomes of antibiot ic Drugs and Appendec-
tomy (CODA) Trial , published in the New England Journal of 
Medicine on October 5, 2020. The CODA Trial was led by cur-
rent Depar tment of Surger y facult y members – Drs. David 
Flum ,  Professor and Associate Chair for research ser ved 
as Co-Principal Investigator, and Giana Davidson , Associ-
ate Professor, direc ted the Clinical Coordinating Center, 
leading the par t icipat ion of 25 cl inical si tes in 14 s tates 
across the US. Current facult y members Joseph Cuschieri , 
Professor, and former facult y member Dr. Heather Evans 
led Harbor view Medical Center ’s par ticipation in the tr ial. 
Af f i l iate Associate Professor, Dr. Danielle Lavallee , led the 
CODA Stakeholder Coordinating Center.

The CODA Tr ial is the largest s tudy to date comparing 
appendectomy and antibiotics for appendicit is , with 1,552 
par ticipants enrolled (roughly three t imes larger than the 
previous largest tr ial ) in the randomized cohor t . Funded 
by the Patient-Centered Outcome Research Institute and 
designed in par tnership with patient stakeholders, CODA 
aimed to answer the question, “Based on my unique char-
ac ter is t ics , preferences , and outcomes of interest , are 
antibiotics as good as appendectomy? ” 

As the CODA Trial was ramping up, the team reached out 
to several Depar tment of Surger y alumni to br ing their 
own health systems on board. “ We were str iv ing for a tr ial 
that captured the range of severit y of appendicit is cases, 
diversit y of health systems, and the broad range of experi -
ences in healthcare to bet ter understand what ‘success ’ in 
treatment looks l ike for our patients ," said Dr. Davidson. 
"Developing and successfully completing a tr ial that was 
able to recruit patients to randomize to surger y or medical 
therapy 24/7 at 25 sites across the US took a tremendous 
amount of trust , communication, and collaboration across 
our indiv idual teams. UW has produced phenomenal sur-
geon leaders and researchers, and for many of us, the years 
of experience we had in training together was a catalyst 
to launch this work. I ’m hopeful i t wil l be the f irst of our 
work together.”

F ive Depar tment of Surger y alumni led the CODA tr ial at 
their hospitals: Dr. Damien Car ter (Maine Medical Center); 
Dr. F. Thurston Drake (Boston Medical Center) ; Dr. Kate 
Mandell (Swedish Medical Center) ; Dr. Sabr ina Sanchez 
(Boston Medical Center); and Dr. Call ie Thompson ( Vander-
bilt Universit y). 

 “For me, and I know for my par tner Dr. Sanchez as well , 
the oppor tunit y to lead a tr ial of this magnitude was a huge 
oppor tunit y,” said Dr. Drake. “ The pragmatic nature of the 
tr ial made it f i t well in dif ferent clinical environments, and 
the CODA team, in par ticular Dr. Davidson and [CODA proj-
ec t manager] Erin Fannon, were really hands on in making 
sure we were successful.”

CODA results indicated that at least in the shor t- term, 
antibiotics are not worse than appendectomy for appen-
dicit is , as measured by the EQ-5D13 measure of general 
health status. Among those assigned to antibiotics , there 
was an approximately 3 in 10 rate of appendectomy by 90 
days, and patients with an appendicolith had a higher rate 
of appendectomy (25% if no appendicoli th and 41% with 
appendicolith). Overall , antibiotics were associated with a 
higher rate of adverse outcomes than appendectomy, but 
this higher rate was largely dr iven by the appendicoli th 
subgroup. Patients without an appendicoli th were not at 
higher r isk for complications. Antibiotics were associated 
with more days in both the emergenc y depar tment and 
hospital af ter init ial treatment. There were fewer days of 
missed work by both patients and caregivers in the anti -
biot ics group. There is a chance of missing a cancer of 

(continued on page 35)
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the appendix when an appendectomy is 
not done – CODA found cancers in 7/776 
appendectomy-assigned and 2/776 anti -
biot ics-assigned par t icipants at 90 days 
with a mean age of 47 years (range 21 
to 74) . C l inical outcomes including the 
impact of a delay in diagnosis and risk fac-
tors associated with an occult neoplasm 
will be a future area of focus of the CODA 
tr ial to help patients and surgeons deter-
mine if an antibiotic or surgical treatment 
should be considered.

“ There were advantages and disadvan-
tages to each treatment , and pat ients 
will value these dif ferently based on their 
unique characteristics, concerns, and per-
spec t ives ,” said Dr. F lum. Some people 
wi l l  look at these trade - of fs and f ind 
antibiot ics an acceptable, or even pref-
erable option. Others wil l look at these 
trade-of fs and choose appendectomy. Cli -
nicians, researchers, and health systems 
can play an impor tant role in encouraging 
this indiv idualized approach to treatment 
by developing and deploying decision sup-
por t tools to help patients priorit ize and 
weigh multiple outcomes.

The CODA Tr ial is ongoing and future 
p u b l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  d e t a i l  l o n g - t e r m 
results , fac tors associated with ant ibi -
otic treatment success, and results from 
obser vational and EMR-only cohor ts.

CODA was managed by the team in the 
Depar tment of Surger y ’s Surgical Out-
comes Research Center (SORCE) .  More 
information on the CODA Trial and results 
can be found on the CODA website .

The Aortic Dissection Collaborative , led 
by Dr. Sherene Shalhub ,  Associate Pro-
fessor, Div ision of Vascular Surger y, has 
received a funding award through the 
Patient– Centered Outcomes Research 
Inst i tute (PCORI)  Eugene Washing ton 
Engagement Awards program to convene a 
collaborative of patients with–and at r isk 
for–aor tic dissection.

The team aims to improve the manage-
ment of aor t ic dissec t ion and increase 
qualit y of l i fe for people impacted by this 
condit ion. To do so, the collaborative is 
engaging stakeholders to build a research 
infrastruc ture focused on pat ient– cen-
tered outcomes. I t wil l feature research 
training; suppor t and net working among 
patients, physicians and researchers with 
exper t ise in aor t ic dissec t ion; research 
consor tia dedicated to aor tic dissection; 
industr y stakeholders; and patient advo-
cacy groups.

The main deliverable over the nex t t wo 
years is to create a v ir tual research net-
work and es tabl ish research pr ior i t ies 
among the s takeholder group, Shalhub 
explained. These research priorit ies wil l 
then be used to guide future research 
proposals that ref lec t pat ient centered 
priorit ies. 

Dr. Shalhub was recognized as a “ Vascular 
Hero” through Vascular Cures ’ # vascular-
hero social media campaign. Each year, 
Vascular Cures honors , celebrates and 
appreciates heroes who are on the front 
line bat tling the devastating ef fects of vas-
cular disease such as strokes, pulmonar y 
embolisms, aor t ic aneur ysms, vascular 
dementia and peripheral ar ter y disease. 
Vascular Cures requested nominations by 

posting the nominee ’s photo or a stor y on 
social media ( Twit ter, Facebook, LinkedIn, 
Instagram) with the hashtag # vascular-
hero and the tag @vascularcures.

Dr. Shalhub remarked, “ I am deeply hon-
ored to be named a vascular hero: None 
of this work is possible alone and I am 
grateful for our par tners in the VEDS and 
Aor tic Dissection Collaboratives. Engaging 
patients as par tners in the research pro-
cess has been one of the most fulf i l l ing 
experiences as a surgeon and researcher.”

Dr. Jonathan Sham ,  Assistant Professor, 
Div ision of General Surger y, published 
“ M a n a ge m e n t  o f  p r i m a r y  h e p a t i c 
mal ig nanc ie s dur ing the COV ID –19 
pandemic: recommendations for r isk 
mitigation from a multidisciplinar y per-
spective" in The Lancet Gastroenterolog y 
& Hepatolog y.

The management of hepatobiliar y malig-
nancies is complex and resource intensive. 
The COVID–19 pandemic imposed unique 
l imitat ions on healthcare resources and 
access to care. Dr. Sham worked with an 
international team of exper ts to develop 
guidelines for the management of com-
plex hepatobil iar y malignancies dur ing 
the pandemic to aid clinicians around the 
world in making dif f icult treatment deci-
sions in real t ime. 

Dr. Sham won Swim Across Amer ica ’s 
Young Investigator Award for his research 
with Dr. Buddy Ratner Professor & Direc-
tor,  D ep ar t ment  o f  B io eng ine er ing , 
Universi t y of Washing ton, to develop a 
novel biopolymer that can be used during 
pancreatic surger y to reduce the rates of 
pancreatic f is tula. Vimeo video >>

D r.  Sh e r e n e Sha lh u b

D r.  J o na t ha n Sha m

CODA A ppendiciti s Tri a l B ring s 
To g e ther Pa s t a nd Current 

D OS Member s (cont.)

(continued on page 36)
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Dr. Barclay Stewart ,  Assis tant Professor, 
Div ision of Trauma, Burn & Cr it ical Care 
Surger y, was awarded the Inaugural HMC 
Pilot Award to develop a new, innovative 
inter–discipl inar y research collaborat ion 
and s tudy the gut and wound microbi -
omes of patients with major burn injuries. 
The col laborat ion includes researchers 
from UW Medicine Regional Burn Center 
and collaborators from the UW Center for 
Microbiome Science and Therapeutics and 
the Salipante Lab. Their projec t aims to: 
descr ibe shi f ts in the relat ive composi -
t ion and function of gut and burn wound 
communit ies over the course of injur y ; 
and charac ter ize s train– level communi -
cat ion bet ween the gut and burn wound 
microbiomes .  T he f inding s w i l l  a l low 
them to establish a novel interdiscipl in-
ar y collaboration to study a new frontier 
in burn research: the role of the human 
microbiome in recover y from major injur y. 
Addit ionally, Dr. Stewar t and colleagues 
from Stanford Universit y, Nepal Clef t and 
Burn Center and the Walter Reed labora-
tor y in Nepal wil l be conduc ting a sis ter 
s tudy that wil l  al low comparison of the 
f indings bet ween t wo dif ferent environ-
ments and burn–injured populations. This 
l ine of investigation will inform inter ven-
tions that posit ively inf luence the gut and 
wound microbiomes to improve sur v ival 
and function af ter major burn injur y. 

Dr.  Stewar t  e xp la ins ,  “ Together,  th is 
col laborat ion wi l l  a l low us to develop 
in ter vent ions t ha t  may t rans la te to 
improvement s in resusc i t at ion s t rate -
gies that maintain gut mucosal health and 
immune function (e.g. , enteral resuscita-
t ion) , infec tion prevention and avoidance 
of mult isystem organ dysfunction, novel 
approaches to wound healing (e.g. , thera-
peutic microbial dressings), and prevention 
of pathologic hyper trophic scarring.”

UW Medicine Regional Burn Center con-
t inues to suppor t and conduct impact ful 
research that transforms our understand-
ing of pat ients ’ responses to injur y and 
ways we might improve their outcomes.

Dr. Gale Tang ,  Associate Professor, Div i -
sion of Vascular Surger y, was appointed 
the new Associate Editor of JVS Vascular 
Science.

Dr. Raymond Tse ,  A ssociate Professor, 
Div ision of Plast ic Surger y, was awarded 
the American Association of Plastic Sur-
ger y ’s (A APS)  2020 James Barret t Brown 
Award. This award was es t abl ished in 
memor y of Dr. James Barret t Brown, past 
A APS president ,  and is presented for 
the best plast ic surger y paper published 
dur ing the prev ious calendar year. The 
2020 award recognizes Dr. Tse ’s paper 
“ Unilateral Clef t L ip Nasal Deformit y : 
Foundation–Based Approach to Primar y 
Rhinoplasty.” Drs. Craig Birgfeld , Associ-
ate Professor, Div ision of Plastic Surger y, 
Joseph Gruss ,  Professor Emeritus , Rich-
ard Hopper,  Mar yls C. Larson, Professor 
of Craniofacial Surger y & Chief of Pediatric 
Plastic Surger y, Div ision of Plastic Surger y, 
and Ezgi Mercan , Craniofacial Image Anal-
ysis Researcher, Div ision of Plas t ic and 

Craniofacial Surger y, Craniofacial Center, 
Seat t le Children’s Hospital , played signif i -
cant roles in this research project as well . 
A APS wil l present the award and $2,000 
prize to Dr. Tse at the A APS Annual Meet-
ing in May 2021.

Raymond Tse remarks, “ In many ways, i t ’s 
a special paper for us given that i t chal -
lenges dogma and was Joe Gruss ’ last paper 
before he retired.” As Rich Hopper noted, 
“ Joe taught us al l so much about how to 
address the clef t nasal deformit y, and the 
paper was a great testimony to the funda-
mental concepts he brought to our team 
and specialt y.”

Dr. Nicholas Vedder, Professor of Surger y 
& Or thopaedics , Jamie Hunter Endowed 
Chair, Chief of Plast ic Surger y, and V ice 
Chair, Depar tment of Surger y, remarked, 
“Dr. Gruss also won this award in 1985 
for a paper that again challenged dogma, 
describing his novel approaches to cranio-
facial trauma with primar y bone graf t ing , 
something quite controversial at the t ime, 
but as we all know, has become the stan-
dard of care. We are al l  t remendously 
proud of our world– leading team of cra-
niofacial surgeons who are our colleagues 
at the Universit y of Washington.”

D r.  B a r clay Stew a r t

D r.  G a l e Ta n g

D r.  Ray m o n d Ts e

D r.  Ni ch o las Ve d d e r

(continued on page 37)
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h o n o r s ,  a w a r d s  &  p u b l i c a t i o n s  (c o n t . )

Dr. Eugene Zierler, Professor, Div ision 
of Vascular Surger y, received the Soci-
et y for Vascular Medicine ’s (SVM) 2020 
Jess R . Young Outs tanding Vascular 
Medicine Educator Award. This award 
is conferred upon individuals who have 
made an exemplar y contr ibut ion to 
the f ield of vascular medicine through 
the education of i ts practit ioners. The 
award is presented in honor of Dr. Jess 
R . Young, the f irst SVM president and 
Chairman of the Depar tment of Vas-
cular Medicine at the Cleveland Clinic , 
in recognit ion of his ground–breaking 

work in the f ield of vascular medicine, his pre–eminence as an 
educator and his v ision for mult i–specialt y programs.

“ It was a ver y special honor to receive this award from the SVM. 
It is especially meaningful because it comes from a Societ y which 
is outside my primar y specialt y of vascular surger y," said Dr. Zier-
ler. "The l is t of previous recipients includes some of the most 
respected names in vascular medicine, but only one other sur-
geon. I am grateful to the SVM leadership for this recognit ion.”

RESIDENTS

Drs. Catherine Beni ,  Research Resident , Mohini Dasari ,  (R4) 
Alison Haruta ,  (R4) and David Miranda ,  (R4) , Joshua Rosen , 
Research Resident , were nominated for the Harbor v iew Med-
ical Center “Outs tanding Consultant of the Year Award ” for 
the 2019 -20 academic year by the Universi t y of Washing-
ton Depar tment of Emergenc y Medicine Residenc y Program. 
 

Drs. Christopher Little , (R2) and Matias Czerwonko-Pupi , (R3) , 
were nominated for the Universit y of Washington Medical Center 
“Outstanding Consultant of the Year Award ” for the 2019 -20 
academic year by the Universit y of Washington Depar tment of 
Emergency Medicine Residency Program. 

T he Res ident and A ssoc iate 
Societ y of the American College 
of Surgeons (R AS–ACS) selec ted 
Drs. Ben Massenburg , (R4) , and 
Kajal Mehta , Research Resident , 
for t wo Global Surger y Work 
Group Leader ship posi t ions . 
Dr. Massenburg wi l l  hold the 

Subspecialt y Engagement Lead posit ion and Dr. Mehta wil l be 
Secretar y, which wil l advance to V ice Chair in 2021–22 then to 
Chair.

“ I am excited to be working alongside Kajal and the other members 
of the ACS R AS Global Surger y Work Group as the Subspecialt y 
Lead. With this group, I hope we can engage with other trainees, 
surgeons, and healthcare institutions to develop a bidirectional 
and mult i–disciplinar y par tnership that wil l s treng then surgi -
cal health systems worldwide" said Dr. Massenburg. " I would 
l ike to thank Drs. Jef frey Friedrich , Professor, Div ision of Plastic 
Surger y, Kari Keys , Associate Professor, Div ision of Div ision of 
Plastic Surger y, and Richard Hopper, Marlys C. Larson Professor 
of Craniofacial Surger y & Chief, Pediatric Plastic Surger y, Division 
of Plastic Surger y, for suppor ting my passion for global surger y 
during residency, and to Drs. John Meara and Nivaldo Alonso for 
their continued mentorship.” 

“ I ’m thrilled for the oppor tunit y to work with Dr. Massenberg and 
other r ising leaders in Global Surger y from around the countr y 
as Secretar y of the R AS ACS Global Surger y Working Group.” Dr. 
Mehta continues, “af ter our group’s recent meeting , I am in awe 
of my colleagues ’ wide range of experiences and dedication – I 
am cer tain the coming years wil l be collaborative, productive 
and accelerate our progress in addressing surgical health ineq-
uit y around the globe. I ’d l ike to especially thank my mentor, Dr. 
Barclay Stewart ,  Assitant Professor, Div ision of Trauma, Burn 
& Crit ical Care Surger y, for his continual suppor t , as well as Dr. 
Douglas Wood , The Henr y N. Harkins Professor and Chair and Dr. 
Karen Hor vath , Professor, Director, Residency Program in Gen-
eral Surger y, Associate Chair for Education, for their suppor t of 
UW DOS Global Surger y init iat ives.” 

"I have the for tune and opportunity to spend my f irst year of ded-
icated research t ime as an NIH Fogar t y Global Health Research 
Fellow. This year is di f ferent due to the COVID–19 pandemic, 
but even then, I have had incredible oppor tunit ies in the past 
2 months through the program. During our v ir tual NIH orien-
tation (t ypically held at the NIH campus) in July, we worked on 
developing and practicing our “elevator pitch” for our research 
projec ts ," said Dr. Mehta. "Af ter giv ing my pitch to Dr. Roger 
Glass, the director of the Fogar t y International Center, I was one 
of four fel lows who had the oppor tunit y to present my pitch 
“Enteral Resuscitation for Burn Injuries in Nepal ” to Dr. Francis 
Coll ins, the Director of the NIH! This was an incredible honor in 
my early career that is buil t on the work and mentoring from 
generations of global surger y researchers at UW like Dr. Barclay 
Stewart , Assitant Professor, Div ision of Trauma, Burn & Crit ical 
Care Surger y and Dr. Charlie Mock , Professor, Div ision of Div i -
sion of Trauma, Burn & Crit ical Care Surger y.

D r.  Eu g e n e Zi e r l e r

B e n i Da s a r i H a r u t a M i r a n d a

L i t t l e C zer wonko -Pupi

(continued on page 36)

M a s s e n b u r g M e h t a
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Dr. Catherine Beni ,  a T32 Postdoctoral Research Fellow under 
the guidance of Dr. Grant O’Keefe ,  Professor, Div ision of Div i -
sion of Trauma, Burn & Crit ical Care Surger y, presented her work 
on improving the precision of IV f luid administration in trauma 
patients by util izing mathematical modeling to create decision–
making tools and feedback–control algorithms at the 2020 Pacif ic 
Nor thwest Sepsis Conference.

Intravenous ( IV ) f luids are a common treatment in the inten-
sive care unit ( ICU) to boost and maintain blood pressure or 
improve organ per fusion in patients suf fering from shock. How-
ever, IV f luids are not entirely benign, and larger volumes of f luid 
are associated with complications including increased t ime on 
mechanical venti lat ion, r isk of adult respirator y dis tress syn-
drome (ARDS), and need for continuous dialysis. Excess f luid is 
also a common problem: approximately one third of patients are 
discharged from the ICU with over 10% of their body weight in 
f luids. Knowing who will benef it from IV f luid and how much to 
give are major questions that remain unanswered. Fur ther, there 
is controversy over whether these complications are a marker of 
i l lness severit y – sicker patients tend to receive more f luid – or 
due to IV f luids themselves. Several randomized control tr ials 
have investigated restr ic t ive versus l iberal IV f luid strategies. 
While promising , these tr ials are also l imited: half of the tr ials 
had no dif ference in given volume bet ween the t wo strategies, 
and the other half were underpowered to show a signif icant 
dif ference in outcomes. Much work remains to be done on this 
impor tant topic.

h o n o r s ,  a w a r d s  &  p u b l i c a t i o n s  (c o n t . )

https://www.uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-training/current-projects/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/grant-okeefe
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