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WHY DID I CHOOSE UW  
DOS RESIDENCY?

"I ts reputation as a strong and active advocate for minority  
surgeons while being an excellent Cardiothoracic Surgery  

training program made this a MUST for me."

"UW has a reputation for i ts positive work culture,  
excellent teaching faculty, and ideal location in the  
hear t of Seat t le. These fac tors all wrapped into one  

package truly sets UW residents up for success!"

"Top notch faculty, strong clinical training ,  and  
f irst-hand test imonials from current and prior residents ."

"UW ’s reputation for training excellent, competent,  
independent surgeons . I could not turn away the  

oppor tunit y to take par t in this training."

"I chose UW because I wanted to be surrounded by open-
minded, compassionate problem solvers who care for a  

diverse set of patients as well as for each other."

"The high volume and acuity of cardiothoracic surgery 
patients who receive care at UW made my choice for fellowship 

training ex tremely easy. Addit ionally, I fel t a true connection 
between the surgical s taf f, residents , and APPs , and am excited 

to join the UW cardiothoracic surgery family."

"Awesome location, diverse and experienced faculty, 
inst i tutional resources , commitment to diversity,  

equity, and inclusion ef for ts ."

"UW is undoubtedly an excellent program but the “aha” moment  
for me was my interview. Every conversation with facult y 

members and current residents felt natural. I t was apparent I 
was talking with people who I would feel for tunate to call my 
mentors ,  colleagues , and friends. I immediately felt at home ."

"I was impressed by the welcoming, enthusiastic and close-knit  
UW residents and faculty. I was also looking for an academic  

program with diverse training sites and a commitment to  
serving vulnerable and marginalized populations ."

"I was looking for a residency program that would provide  
exceptional training in a supportive environment to ensure 
that I had a solid foundation of skil ls before my Dermatolog y 

training. The fac t that UW is located in one of the most beautiful 
and excit ing par ts of the world was the icing on the cake!"

Educ at ion HigHl igHt

T he Depar tment of Surger y welcomes our 

n ew,  f i r s t-year  202 1-202 2 reside n t s . 

The Depar tment is proud to have this group 

b e g i n  t h e i r  s u r g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  j o u r n ey s 

towards being leader s in their  f ie lds.
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Each year we ask our new resident s a ser ies 

of  quest ions to introduce our readers to this 

remarkable group of  future surgical  leaders . . .

G r i f fen  
A l len ,  MD

G enera l  Sur ger y R1

Pano  
A pok remiot is ,  MD

Pre l iminar y Sur ger y R1

St uar t A l l y n ,  DDS , MD
O ra l & Ma x i l lo fac ia l 

Sur ger y R1

Nicho las  
Eus t ace ,  MD

Pre l iminar y Sur ger y R1

Damian  
Ha l l ,  MD, MB A , MS

Pre l iminar y Sur ger y R1

K r is t in  
G oods e l l ,  MD

G enera l  Sur ger y R1

Mal ia  
B rennan , MD

G enera l  Sur ger y R1

Jas on  
C ar ter,  MD, PhD
G enera l  Sur ger y R1

T ha is  
C a lderon , MD

Plas t i c Sur ger y R1

Danie l la 
Cordero ,  MD

Plas t i c Sur ger y R1

S arah  
D oe - W i l l iams , MD, MS

Pre l iminar y Sur ger y R1

K aranpre e t  
D ha l i wa l ,  MD, MS

C ard iot horac ic Sur ger y R1
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WHAT EXCITES ME THE MOST  
REGARDING MY RESIDENCY?

"The abili t y to train in a supportive  
department with world class mentors." 

"Learning to manage complex patients  
alongside a great co-resident class!"

"I am most excited to be contributing to patient care in a  
team-oriented environment . This , in combination with  

cri t ical thinking and problem-solving , has brought me a great  
deal of satis fac tion during my t ime at UW so far." 

"The clinical training and the people I work with."

"I am excited for the fast-paced learning that is residency, as 
well as the oppor tunit y to explore the broad f ield of surgery. 

In addit ion, I am excited to work aside colleagues with similar 
career aspirations ."

"Expanding my knowledge base and applying i t  
daily in the care of my patients ."

"I am excited to develop my surgical skil ls through a  
balanced cardiothoracic fellowship by learning complex  

cardiac and thoracic operations at a world-class institution."

"My co-residents!" 

"Developing as a surgeon!"

"The oppor tunit y to pursue cardiothoracic surgery in a  
supportive and diverse training environment surrounded  

by people who are invested in my success."

" Increased responsibil it y for my patients , rapid growth  
in knowledge and technical skil ls ."

"Every day of fers up new challenges and opportunities to 
learn. You are challenged to be the best physician you can be  

alongside kind and hardworking individuals . As a resident ,  
I don' t think you can ask for much more than that ."
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Educ at ion HigHl igHt

Rober t  
J ohns on , DDS , MD

O ra l  & Ma x i l lo f ac ia l  
Surger y R1

A r t hur  
L anou x- Ng u yen , MD

Pre l im inar y Surger y R1

Paul  
Her man , MD

G enera l  Surger y R1

St an ley  
Moore ,  MD

Pre l im inar y Surger y R1

Ke v in  
Narang ,  MD

Pre l im inar y Surger y R1

B lake  
Mur phy,  MD

Vas cu lar Surger y R1

Jung g u Le e ,  MD
Pre l im inar y  
Surger y R1

A l i ce L iu ,  MD
Plas t i c  

Surger y R1

A ndre w  
L ie cht y,  MD

Pre l im inar y Surger y R1

Heydi  
Ma lave ,  MD

G enera l  Surger y R1

Danie l  
Mohammadi ,  MD

Pre l im inar y Surger y R1

Dav id  
Mi tche l l ,  MD

Pre l im inar y Surger y R1

S cot t  O ' Ne i l ,  MD
Pre l im inar y  
Surger y R1

Mar iam R ahe em , D O
Pre l im inar y  
Surger y R1

Pat r i ck Pa l ine s ,  MD
Pre l im inar y  
Surger y R1

U W  M e d i c i n e ' s  S o u t h  L a k e  U n i o n  c a m p u s
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WHY DO I WANT TO BE A SURGEON?

" I  am drawn to the intr icate anatomy and ex treme d i l igence 
i t  takes to become a cardiothorac ic surgeon.  The abi l i t y  to 
he lp and p la y a ro le in protec t ing th is  organ seems to me— 

an idea l  wa y to he lp ser ve ." 

" I  want to improve peoples '  qual i t y of  l i fe  by us ing  
my hands in a team env ironment l ike the OR ."

" Surger y requires a combinat ion of  technica l  sk i l l  and  
log ica l  reasoning  tha t makes sense in mos t scenar ios .  In  

addi t ion to th is ,  managing pa t ient s wi th common  
(or uncommon) comorbid i t ies crea tes spec ia l  

considera t ions for ever y opera t ion ." 

"Be ing able to prov ide impac t fu l  tangib le care  to pa t ient s ."

" Surgeons ha ve the power to impac t someone's l i fe  i f  a ver y 
spec i f i c  ye t  power fu l  wa y.  I t  i s  an awesome  

pr i v i lege and responsib i l i t y." 

"For the oppor tuni t y to impac t pat ients ,  espec ia l l y  those  
who of ten ha ve no other recour se ,  in a tangib le wa y."

" I  f ind grea t sa t i s fac t ion in work ing wi th my hands and 
honing my craf t ,  whe ther tha t be wi th a che f ’ s  kn i fe ,  

a pa inter ’ s  brush ,  or a surgeon' s  sca lpe l .  I  va lue the abi l i t y  to 
marr y my apprec ia t ion for technica l  e xper t i se wi th  

hea l ing my pa t ient s through surg ica l  prec is ion .  There i s  no 
grea ter honor in my mind tha t to be able to ser ve  
my communi t y wi th my surg ica l  sk i l l ,  and I  f ind i t  

per sonal l y  and profess ional l y  fu l f i l l ing to use my hands to 
prov ide tha t surg ica l  care to for my communi t y."

" Tak ing care of  pa t ient s a t  the ir  mos t vu lnerable t ime ,  
assis t ing in the generat ional evolut ion of a surg ica l  

subspec ia l t y ,  and na v iga t ing the cha l lenges of  the  
opera t ing room is  why I  want to be a surgeon! "

" I  want to be a surgeon because I  want to use my hands- on 
sk i l l s  and cr i t i ca l  th ink ing abi l i t ies to ac t i ve ly and  

acute ly improve the qual i t y of  l i fe of  pat ients .  
P lus ,  I  love be ing in the OR ! "

" I  des i red the re lat ionships  I  saw be t ween my surger y 
mentor s and the ir  pa t ient s -  a unique leve l  o f  owner ship and 
responsib i l i t y  i s  required to ins t i l l  the leve l  o f  t rus t  required 

to a l low someone to opera te on you .  I t  mainta ins the cerebra l 
s ide of  many other medica l  spec ia l t ies ,  but a lso has a 

technica l  s ide tha t I  en joy."

"A s a fu ture Dermatolog is t ,  I  be l ieve i t  i s  incredib l y impor tant  
to be su f f i c ient l y  t ra ined in surger y to ensure tha t you can  
be the bes t doc tor  for your pa t ient s not only in a medica l  

sense but a lso in a surg ica l  sense too ."

WElco m E 2021-22
nE W Su r g Er y  rE S i d En t S  (co n t.)

Educ at ion HigHl igHt

C har lot te  
Read , MB B S

Pre l im inar y Surger y R1

J amie  
S chnuck ,  MD

G enera l  Surger y R1

Er ik R is a ,  MD
Pre l im inar y  
Surger y R1

A bra Shen , MD
Plas t i c  

Surger y R1

A ndre Wak im , MD
Pre l im inar y  
Surger y R1

Nico las  
S t a f for in i ,  MD

Vas cu lar Surger y R1

Le ena  
Zuray k ,  DDS , MD

O ra l  & Ma x i l lo f ac ia l  Surger y R1

M e d i c a l  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  a t  N o r t h w e s t  H o s p i t a l  &  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r


