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Dr.  Ot way Louie 
Named Section Chief 
of  Plastic  Surger y

Dr. Nicholas Vedder
Professor & Chie f ,  

D i v i s ion of  Plas t ic  Surger y

Dr. Otway Louie was named UWMC Section 

C h i e f ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y.  D r. 

L o u i e  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  I n t e r i m  S e c t i o n 

Chief s ince Januar y 1, 2021, replacing Dr. 

Peter Nel igan who held the posi t ion for 

13 yea r s  b e fo re h is  re t i re m e n t .  O t wa y 

is  as an ou t s t anding c l in ic ian ,  teacher, 

academic ian ,  leader,  adminis t rator,  and 

f r i e n d .  H e  w i l l  d o  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  j o b 

carr ying forward the culture of excellence 

and co l laborat ion that has def ined our 

g r o u p  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  H a v i n g  b e e n  a 

f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  s i n c e  2 0 0 8 ,  w e  a r e 

impre s s e d w i t h h is  de ep k now le dge of 

the UWMC Sec t ion of P las t ic  Surger y as 

wel l  as his insight into the oppor tuni t ies 

for  grow th ,  co l laborat ion ,  and suppor t 

of other ser v ices across the ins t i tut ion , 

w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  i n t e g r a t i o n 

a n d o p t i m i z a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s  b e t w e e n 

U W Medic a l  Center –  Mont lake and U W 

Medica l  Center – Nor thwes t .  We wish to 

personally welcome and thank Ot way for 

his commitment to this important role. We 

look for ward to his excel lent leadership.

American College  
of  Surgeons/Societ y 
of Thoracic  Surgeons 
Verif ication Program 
in General  Thoracic 
Surger y

Dr. Farhood Farjah
Endowed Chair  in Lung Cancer Research

A ssoc ia te Professor,  
D i v i s ion of  Cardiothorac ic Surger y

A ssoc ia te Medica l  D irec tor,  
Surg ica l  Outcomes Research Center

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  ( U W ) 

Sec t ion of Thoracic Surger y is the second 

p r o g r a m  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  S u r g e o n s /

Societ y of Thoracic Surgeons Verif icat ion 

Program in General Thoracic Surger y. This 

new program is  a qual i t y  improvement 

init iative modelled from similar programs 

for t rauma and bar iat r ic  surger y.  A key 

feature of verif ication programs is to help 

surgeons obtain the necessar y resources 

to prov ide the highes t qual i t y care.

Verif ication involves a set of standards and 

a site visit every three years. The standards 

include s truc tures and processes of care 

as wel l as a requirement for programs to 

use benchmarked, risk-adjusted outcomes 

t o  d r i v e  p r a c t i c e  c h a n ge .  S i t e  v i s i t o r s 

evaluate prepared documents , inter v iew 

various stakeholders, and review redacted 

pat ient records to determine compliance 

w i th s t andards .

Member s of the UW Sec t ion of T horac ic 

S u r g e r y  w h o  h e l p e d  w h o  d e v e l o p  t h e 

ver i f icat ion for General Thoracic Surger y 

i n c l u d e  D r s .  D o u g l a s  E .  W o o d  (a b o v e 

lef t) , The Henr y N. Harkins Professor and 

Chair and Farhood Far jah  (above r ight ) , 

Endowed Chair in Lung Cancer Research, 

Associate Professor of Surgery, Division of 

Cardiothoracic Surger y, Associate Medical 

D i r e c t o r,  S u r g i c a l  O u t c o m e s  R e s e a r c h 

Center,  par tnered wi th Dr s .  L isa Brown 

(Universi t y of Cal i fornia Dav is) and Mark 

Allen (Mayo Clinic) to draf t , vet , and revise 

t h e  s t a n d a r d s  i n  c l o s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n 

w i t h  D r s .  D a v i d  H o y t  a n d  C l i f f o r d  K o 

f rom the A mer ican Col lege of Surgeons . 

T h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  w e r e  e v a l u a t e d  b y 

designees from various allied professional 

s o c i e t i e s  ( e . g .  p u l m o n a r y  m e d i c i n e , 

gas t roentero log y,  anes thesio log y,  e tc .) 

and surgeons work ing in non -academic 

set t ing s .  Dr.  Brow n and her team were 

the f i r s t  to vo lunteer as a p i lot  s i te .  T he 

ne x t  s tep for  t he Ver i f i c a t ion Prog ram 

is to p i lot  the process at non -academic 

medica l  center s .

The Verif ication Program determined that 

t h e  U W S e c t i o n o f  T h o r a c i c  S u r ge r y  i s 

compliant with s tandards. Oppor tunit ies 

for improvement were identif ied, as were 

the additional resources needed to realize 

these opportunities. The UW will continue 

to play an ongoing leadership role in the 

deploy ment of th is new nat ional qual i t y 

improvement in i t ia t i ve.
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