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T h e COV I D -19 p a n d e mi c w a s t h e im p e t u s f o r 

many new sur pr ise pro jec t s .  One such pro jec t 

w a s  t h e  U W  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S u r g e r y  ( D O S ) 

Education & Training web section. As we marched 

t h ro u g h t h e sp r in g o f  2020 ,  w e re a l i ze d t h a t 

a l l  r e s i d e n c y  a n d  f e l l o w  r e c r u i t m e n t  w o u l d 

be 10 0 % v i r tua l .  T h is meant that our webs i te 

needed to be in tiptop shape with comprehensive 

p r o g r a m  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  u p - t o - d a t e  c o n t e n t , 

a n d  e a s y  t o  n a v i g a t e  w i t h  m o b i l e  d e v i c e s . 

T h i s  r e b u i l d  h a d  b e e n  i n  t h e  p l a n s  t o  o c c u r 

a t  a f u t ure date w hen t he ent i re Depar t ment 

websi te was migrated to i t s  new p la t for m, but 

w i t h t he ne w v i r t ua l  re cr u i t ment s eas on jus t 

around the corner we realized we needed to put 

t h is  pro je c t  on a FA S T T R AC K .  S o ,  we qu ick l y 

assembled a Taskforce and got to work! Taskforce 

m e m b e r s  i n c l u d e d :  D r .  B r y c e  R o b i n s o n , 

A ssoc ia te Professor,  D i v is ion of Trauma, Bur n 

& Cr it ical Care Surger y, Caroline Riley,  Program 

Manager,  D i v i s ion of  Trauma ,  B ur n & Cr i t i c a l 

C a r e S u r ge r y,  D r.  C a t h e r i n e K l i n g ,  A s s i s t a n t 

P r o f e s s o r,  D i v i s i o n  o f  Tr a n s p l a n t  S u r g e r y , 

Dr.  Dav id Droul lard ,  R4 ,  Genera l  Surger y,  Dr. 

E l i n a Q u i r o ga ,  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r,  D i v i s i o n 

of Vascular Surger y,  Dr.  Er in Mi l ler,  A ss is t ant 

Professor,  D i v is ion of P las t ic  Surger y,  Dr.  Jake 

Heming way ,  Chie f Res ident ,  Vascular Surger y, 

Dr. Jay Zhu ,  Fel low, Center for V ideoendoscopic 

S u r g e r y ) ,  D r.  J e f f r e y  F r i e d r i c h ,  P r o f e s s o r, 

D i v i s io n o f  P las t i c  Sur ge r y,  D r.  J e nny Yu ,  R 5 , 

P las t i c  Sur ger y,  K ate R immer,  Admin is t ra tor, 

Divisions of General Surger y, Plastic Surger y/UW 

Medical Center-Montlake, Vascular Surger y/UW 

Medical Center- Nor thwes t ,  Manager, Research 

Enterpr ise ,  and Communic at ions ,  K ira Mar t in , 

Senior Administrator for Education and Divisions 

of P las t ic Surger y/Harbor v iew Medica l Center, 

Trauma, Crit ical Care & Burn Surger y, & Veterans 

Adminis trat ion Healthcare ( VAPHS) , Kay Burke , 

P ro g ram O p e ra t io ns Sp e c ia l i s t ,  D r.  K ath l e e n 

B e r f i e l d ,  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r ,  D i v i s i o n  o f 

Cardiothoracic Surger y, Cardiothoracic Surger y 

Integrated Residency Program Director, Assistant 

Professor,  D i v is ion of Cardiothorac ic Surger y, 

Chief of Thoracic Surger y, VAPHS, Katie Nowlin , 

Program Manager,  D i v is ion of  C ard iot horac ic 

Surger y, Dr. Kirsten Concha Moore , R3, Vascular 

S u r g e r y ,  D r.  M a x A d c o x ,  R 2 ,  C a r d i o t h o r a c i c 

Surger y, and Dr. Nina Clark , R3, General Surger y.

The Task force met weekly v ia Zoom July through 

S eptember 2020 and was cha ired by Dr.  K aren 

Horvath , Professor, Div ision of General Surger y, 

G enera l  Sur ger y - C ategor ic a l  and Pre l iminar y 

Res idenc y Programs Direc tor,  A ssoc ia te Chair 

for Educat ion. We researched avai lable opt ions 

for our new s i te ,  ack now ledged our t ime and 

f inancial l imitations, outlined our vision, created 

a s tandardized template, introduced new social 

media l ink s and photos ,  and co l lec ted content 

f r o m  a l l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  O u r  a m a z i n g 

I T  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  C h r i s  F i s e t ,  W e b C o m p u t i n g 

Special is t , Michael Hil lear y,  Public Information 

Special is t , and Roland Lai ,  Direc tor IT Ser v ices , 

l i s t e n e d  p a t i e n t l y ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  r e a l  w o r l d 

a d v ice ,  an d enac te d t he v is ion t he Task force 

des igned w i th l ightn ing speed. In a few shor t 

m o n t h s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  t h a t  r e s i d e n t / f e l l o w 

ap p l i c an t s  l o o k ing a t  D OS t ra in ing p rog rams 

had a s t reamlined and ef f ic ient p lace to locate 

in for mat ion under a s ing le Educ at ion sec t ion 

um b re l la .  I t  i s  f a i r  to  s a y COV I D -19 p ro v i d e d 

us w i th a great ,  new and updated recr u i tment 

too l  for  a l l  o f  D OS t ra in ing prog rams mov ing 

for ward — thank you COV ID -19? ? ?
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T he U W Medic a l  Center ’s  Cardiovascular 

Ad vanced Prac t ice (C V A PP) Fe l lowship 

program ,  es t ab l ished in 2014 ,  prepares 

pos t graduate phy s ic ian ass is t ant s (PA ) and 

nur se prac t i t ioner s (NP) to u t i l i ze ev idenced -

based prac t ice and deve lop spec ia l i zed sk i l l s 

to c are for chronic and acute l y i l l  pat ient s 

across the cont inuum of c ard iovascular 

d isease.  I t  i s  an intense ,  h igh l y s t r uc tured , 

comprehensi ve program through w hich 

new l y l i censed A PPs acquire in depth 

k now ledge,  ad vanced sk i l l s ,  and mentor ship 

in de l i ver ing s afe ,  h igh qual i t y c are.  T he 

12- month fe l low ship beg ins November 1s t 

and the t wo fe l low s complete four week 

Educ at ion Highl ight

Meet Les l ie Ma , PA - C and  

St ac y S ander s ,  A RNP, the  

2020/ 2021 Cardiovascular  

Ad vanced Prac t ice  

Prov ider F e l low s
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