
S U R G E R Y  S Y N O P S I S 	 W I N T E R  2 0 2 1 - 2 2 	 P A G E  2 0

Surgical Education
Research Group

" I ’m extremely  proud to  prov ide  th is 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  D O S  S u r g i c a l 
Education Research Group (est. 2019). 
O n e  g o a l  o f  t h e  n e w  D O S  D i v i s i o n 
o f  Educat ion  (est .  2017)  i s  to  come 
together  as  a  communi ty  and  br ing 
e x p e r t i s e  i n  a l l - t h i n g s - e d u c a t i o n 
u n d e r  o n e  u m b r e l l a .  O u r  D i v i s i o n ’s 
f o u n d a t i o n a l  e a r l y  w o r k  h a s  b e e n 
t o  f i r s t  f o c u s  o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  b y  c o n v e n i n g  o u r 
i n c r e d i b l e  e d u c a t i o n  s t a f f  a c r o s s 
the  department .  We added  the  DOS 
Res idency  Program Counc i l  and then 
Educat ion  D iv i s ion  meet ings  to  f ind 
n e w  w a y s  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r.  T h e 
p a r a l l e l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  r e s e a r c h 
arm with  the DOS Surgical  Educat ion 
Re s e a r c h  G r o u p  i s  a n  i n s p i r e d  a n d 
substant ia l  contr ibut ion .

So  i f  you ’re  interested  in  educat ion 
research,  “Come one,  come a l l !”  Our 
hope is to have people from all corners 
o f  the  department  represented  and 
b e n e f i t i n g  i n  a  s y m b i o t i c  w a y.  O n 
behalf of the Division of Education and 
our  department  communi ty :  “ Thank 
you Drs.  Tatum and Langdale for your 
v i s ionar y  leadersh ip”

The University of Washington Department 
o f  S u r g e r y  (D O S)  h a s  b e e n  a  l e a d e r  i n 
sur g i c a l  res ear c h  fo r  d e c ad es .  Pro je c t s 
have ranged f rom analyses  of  the inner 
workings of macrophages and cancer cells 
to the evolution of atherosclerotic plaque, 
ref inement of anti - ref lux procedures and 
outcomes related to c l inical  decisions in 
surgical practice. Despite these successes, 
secur ing protec ted t ime and funding to 
push back the walls of science has proven 
i n c r eas i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  an d  f a c u l t y  have 
found their interests veering toward the 
third mission of academia: education.

Tw o  y e a r s  a g o ,  D r . 
Roger Tatum, Professor 
&  C h i e f ,  D i v i s i o n  o f 
VA  H e a l t h  C a r e ,  a n d 
I  i n a u g u r a t e d  t h e 
S u r g i c a l  E d u c a t i o n 
Res ear c h  Gr o up.  T h e 
gr o up i s  o p en to  any 
faculty with a passion 
for education. All  that 

i s  r e q u i r e d  i s  c o m m i t m e n t ,  i d e a s ,  a n d 
enthusiasm. We meet monthly to propose 
projects, develop aims and methodology, 
discuss results and to resolve any barriers 
to project completion. Basically, this is the 
Education Lab meeting! Faculty may assume 
a variety of roles: project leader/primar y 
author; team member with responsibi l i ty 
for specif ic sections of a project; editing 
a n d  m a n u s c r i p t  r e v i e w.  T h e i r  r e w a r d 
i s  au th o r sh ip  c o mm ensur ate  wi th  th e i r 

contributions. The goal is to raise all boats, 
enhancing education of medical students, 
residents, and faculty while also supporting 
junior faculty promotion. I  admit my role 
i s  p r imar i l y  that  o f  t ask mas ter,  s e t t in g 
goals  for  complet ion,  of fer ing ed i tor ia l 
advice, and get ting the project across the 
f inish l ine! 

We have  a l r ea d y  s e en s o m e s i gn i f i c ant 
successes. Here are a few examples:

Drs. Sarah Atkinson, Assistant Professor, 
Division of General Surger y, Nicole Zern, 
A ss is tant  Professor,  D iv is ion of  General 
Surger y, Deborah Marquardt, Division of 
VA Health Care , and Roger Tatum, designed 
a project to assess the impact of remote 
learning during the pandemic on medical 
student career choices.  This projec t was 
presented as an abstract for the Association 
of Surgical Education meeting for 2021 and 
the paper is under review. 

D r.  Z e r n  i s  s u r v e y i n g  s u r g i c a l  p r o g r a m 
directors about their expectations of new 
interns, day one versus month three. Given 
the many changes in medical school curricula 
as well as AAMC/ACGME requirements over 
the last 20+ years since I  asked as similar 
ques t ion (not  to  ment ion the impac t  of 
remote learning), i t  wil l  be interesting to 
gauge current impressions of appropriate 
surgical residency preparation.

By:  Karen Hor vath, 
MD, FAC S

Professor,  Genera l  Surger y

A sso c iate Chai r  for Educat ion

Chief,  D iv i s ion of  Educat ion

By: Lorr ie L angdale,  MD, FAC S
Professor & Chief,

Sec t ion of  Genera l  Surger y

VA Puget Sound Heal th Care Sys tem
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D r.  K ath l e e n  B e r f i e l d ,  A s s i s t ant  Pr o fes s o r, 
Division of Cardiothoracic Surger y, corral led 
a WWAMI student to build a val id abdominal 
wal l  model  that  c an be as sembled at  home 
a n d  u s e d  t o  tea c h  s k i n  a n d  f a s c i a l  c l o su r e 
by Zoom dur ing the Transi t ion to Residenc y 
sessions. Dr. Marquardt is the overall surgical 
lead for the surgical section of this School of 
Medicine requirement. Together, she and Dr. 
Ber f ie ld have designed and ref ined didac t ic 

and practical learning modules that work well,  even in a remote 
format and their s tel lar evaluations ref lec t the appreciation of 
several graduating c lasses!

Dr.  Judy Chen,  A ss is tant Professor,  D iv is ion 
o f  G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y,  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  D a v i d 
H a n a n e l ,  D i r e c t o r,  C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a r c h  i n 
Edu c at i o n  an d S imulat i o n  Te c hn o l o g ies ,  to 
develop a bowel anastomosis simulation model 
in conjunction with the Healthcare Simulation 
Sciences Division. This one is very challenging, 
requiring a detailed description of nearly every 
consc ious (and unconsc ious)  movement and 
decis ion that goes into an anastomosis,  and 
an analysis of the quality of materials integral to the engineers’ 
understanding of how to build a true to life simulated but reusable 
bowel.

D r.  Kr i s t ine C a lhoun,  Profes sor,  D iv i s ion of 
General Surgery, who has been very successful 
i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  o u r  g r o u p  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f 
education projec ts,  has joined with Dr.  Sara 
Kim, Research Professor, Division of General 
Surger y, to develop a study exploring medical 
student expectations of their surgical clerkship 
experience. 

With DoS chair Dr. Douglas 
Wood’s suppor t, Deborah 

Marquardt, Sara Kim, Jef f Friedrich, Professor, 
Division of Plastic Surger y, and I  completed a 
paper triangulating respect scores from medical 
s tu d ent s ,  r es i d ent s  an d p at i ent s  as s es s in g 
sur g ic a l  f acul t y.  T he dat a p otent ia l l y  a l low 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  m e n t o r s  a n d  c o a c h e s  t o 
improve fellow faculty behavioral interactions 
with s tudents,  res idents and even pat ients . 
This paper is in press in the high-prof i le journal,  Surger y. 

This is an exciting time in the Department of Surgery if you have a 
passion for education. You’d be welcome to bring your ideas, the 
t ime, and commitment to the DOS Surgical  Education Research 
Group.
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FA N TA -S I M  F o o t b a l l
T h e  7 t h  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S u r g e r y  R e s i d e n t  R o b o t i c 
S i m u l a t i o n  To u r n a m e n t ,  F A N TA - S I M  F O O T B A L L ,  i s  i n 
f u l l  s w i n g !  T h e  t h e m e  f o r  t h i s  e d i t i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n 
f a n t a s y  f o o t b a l l  a n d  w i l l  h a v e  s i x  t e a m s  o f  s i x  h i g h l y 
s k i l l e d  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  a l l  l e v e l s  b a t t l e  i t  o u t  o n  t h e 
v i r t u a l  g r i d i r o n  t o  s e e  w h o  g e t s  t o  h o i s t  t h e  t r o p h y  a t 
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .  T h e  g r u e l i n g  1 6 - w e e k  s e a s o n  i s 
c o m p r i s e d  o f  e i g h t  g a m e s ,  e a c h  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t w o  t o 
t h r e e  s i m u l a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  m o d u l e s  o f  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e  o f 
d i f f i c u l t y.  T h e  c o m p e t i t o r s  h a v e  t w o  w e e k s  t o  p e r f e c t 
t h e i r  c o m p o s i t e  s c o r e s  o n  t h e  m o d u l e s  f o r  e a c h  g a m e . 
FA N TA - S I M  F O O T B A L L  k i c k e d  o f f  o n  O c t o b e r  8 t h ,  a n d 
w i l l  e n d  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 2  t w o  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  5 6 t h 
S u p e r b o w l  S u n d a y .  W i t h  a  l o t  o n  t h e  l i n e  f o r  t h e 
competi tors – trophy,  pr ize money,  academic recognit ion, 
a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y,  b r a g g i n g  r i g h t s— w e  a n t i c i p a t e 
t h a t  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i l l  b e  j u s t  a s  f i e r c e  a s  t h o s e  o f 
p r e v i o u s  y e a r s .  A  s p e c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  o u r  c o l l e a g u e s 
a t  t h e  W WA M I  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S i m u l a t i o n  i n  H e a l t h c a r e , 
f o r  p r o v i d i n g  u s  a  C O V I D  s a f e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  2 4 / 7 
s c r i m m a g e s  a n d  h e a t e d  c o m p e t i t i o n .
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