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M at t h e w D e l l i n g e r ,  M D
A c t i n g  A s s i s ta n t P r o f e s s o r

D i v i s i o n  o f P e d i at r i c 
G e n e r a l S u r g e ry

D r.  D e l l i n g e r  i s  a  Pe d i a t r i c  G e n e ra l 
and Thoracic  Surgeon with an interest 
i n  c o m p l e x  a i r w a y  a n d  e s o p h a g e a l 
p at h o l o g y,  co n ge n i ta l  d i a p h ra g m at i c 
hernia,  and vascular  surgery.  He grew 

up in  Greenv i l le ,  SC,  and completed  h is  undergraduate  degree 
at  t h e  U n i ve rs i t y  o f  G e o rg i a .  H e  ret u r n e d  h o m e  to  atte n d  t h e 
U n i ve rs i t y  o f  S o u t h  C a ro l i n a  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e  i n  C o l u m b i a , 
S C .  F o l l o w i n g  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  D r.  D e l l i n g e r  c o m p l e t e d  h i s 
G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y  r e s i d e n c y  a t  C a r o l i n a s  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  i n 
C h a r l o t t e ,  N C .  I n  2 0 1 6 ,  h e  m o v e d  t o  S e a t t l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  a 
c l i n i ca l  re s e a rc h  fe l l ows h i p  fo l l owe d  by  h i s  Pe d i at r i c  S u rge r y 
fe l l o w s h i p  a t  S e a t t l e  C h i l d re n ’s  H o s p i ta l . 

Outs ide  o f  work ,  Dr.  De l l inger  en joys  read ing ,  h ik ing ,  f i sh ing , 
s k i i n g ,  a n d  w a tc h i n g  fo o t b a l l . 

A u s t i n  J .  B a i r d ,  P h D
R e s e a r c h  A s s i s ta n t P r o f e s s o r

D i v i s i o n  o f H e a lt h c a r e 
S i m u l at i o n  S c i e n c e

D r.  B a i rd  re c e i ve d  h i s  P h D  i n  a p p l i e d 
m a t h e m a t i c s  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  h e a r t 
t u b e  e l e c t r o p h y s i o l o g y  a n d  f l u i d 
d y n a m i c  m o d e l i n g  a t  t h e  U n i v e rs i t y 
o f  N o r t h  C a ro l i n a ,  C h a p e l  H i l l .  

D r.  B a i r d ’s  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e s  o n  m a t h e m a t i c a l  m o d e l i n g  o f 
b i o l o g i c a l  s y s t e m s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m a t h e m a t i c a l  m o d e l s  i n 
p hy s i o l o g y  i n  t h e  c o n t ex t  o f  w h o l e - b o d y  p a t i e n t  re s p o n s e s . 
H e  a i m s  t o  c o n n e c t  m u l t i p l e  s p a t i a l  a n d  t i m e  s c a l e s  w h i c h 
d e t e r m i n e  d y n a m i c s  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  sy s t e m s  a t  t h e  m o l e c u l a r 
a n d  sy s t e m  l e v e l s  t o  c r e a t e  a  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  p a t i e n t 
response to injury.  His work also focuses on careful  val idation of 
b iological  systems,  speci f ica l ly  their  response to perturbat ions 
s u c h  a s  t ra u m a  a n d  t h e  p ro b l e m  o f  c o n n e c t i n g  ex p e r i m e n ta l 
data to computat ional  models .  He bel ieves in  cross  disc ipl inary 
c o l l a b o ra t i o n s  a n d  a i m s  t o  n u r t u re  t h o s e  g ro u p s  a t  U W.
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Dr.  Pal  returns  to  the Div is ion of  Cardiothorac ic  Surgery  to 
serve as  the Surgica l  Director  of  the Heart  Transplantat ion 
and Mechanica l  C i rculatory  Support  programs.  He completed 
his  general  surg ica l  res idency at  the UCSF Easy  Bay Program 
and his  thorac ic  surgery  res idency at  Duke Univers i ty,  where 
he developed an interest  in  heart  fa i lure.  He has  held  faculty 
pos i t ions  at  the Univers i ty  of  Texas  Health  Sc ience Center  at 
San Antonio and the Univers i ty  of  Colorado,  as  wel l  as  at  the 
Univers i ty  of  Washington from 2013-2017.

His  c l in ica l  and research interests  l ie  in  the surg ica l 
t reatment  of  heart  fa i lure,  inc luding transplantat ion and 
mechanica l  c i rculatory  support  systems.  In  addit ion,  Dr. 
Pal  has  been coordinat ing an internat ional  medical  effort 
in  Nepal  for  several  years  and wi l l  cont inue th is  work in 
col laborat ion with the UW Department  of  Global  Health.

In  h is  spare t ime,  Dr.  Pal  enjoys  spending t ime outdoors 
camping ,  c l imbing ,  sk i ing ,  and hik ing with  h is  wife,  Angela 
Pal  (a  nurse pract i t ioner) ,  and s ix-year-old  twins  Al iana and 
Isabel la  (who were born at  UWMC).

Welcome
Ne w Fac ult y

It is with great pleasure we announce and 
welcome our new faculty members. Each 

new faculty member introduces an added 
level of experience, quality, and service to 
the Department of Surgery.


