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Pu b l i c at i o n s
D r.  A l e x  L o i s ,  f o r m e r  S u r g i c a l  O u t c o m e s 
Research Center T32 NIDDK post- doc toral 
research fel low & current general surger y 
R 4 ,  l e d  a  r e s e a r c h  t e a m  c o n d u c t i n g  a 
n a t i o n a l  s t u d y  o f  p e r o r a l  e n d o s c o p i c 
m y o t o m y  t h a t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  J A M A 
S u r g e r y :  “ U s e  a n d  S a f e t y  o f  P e r - O r a l 
E n d o s c o p i c  M y o t o m y  f o r  A c h a l a s i a  i n 
t h e  U S .”

D r.  J o s h u a  R o s e n ,  R e s e a r c h  R e s i d e n t , 
p u b l i s h e d  “ U n r e a l i s t i c  o p t i m i s m  a b o u t 
t r e a t m e n t  r i s k s  f o r  a c u t e  a p p e n d i c i t i s ” 
i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  J o u r n a l  o f  S u r g e r y .  D r. 
R o s e n  n o t e d ,  “ U n r e a l i s t i c  o p t i m i s m  i s  a 
w e l l - k n o w n  c o g n i t i v e  b i a s  t h a t  c a u s e s 
people to bel ieve they are less  l ikely  than 
other s  to  exp er ienc e negat ive  outc omes . 
I n  th i s  s tu dy,  we found that  p ar t i c ip ant s 
d i s p l a y e d  u n r e a l i s t i c  o p t i m i s m  to w a r d s 

potentia l  compl ications of  appendic i t is  treatment and that this 
was  as so c iated  wi th  p ar t i c ip ant s  b e l iev ing  that  the i r  own r i sk 
o f  a  c o m p l i c a t i o n  w a s  l o w e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e.  S u r g e o n s  s h o u l d 
b e  a w a r e  o f  o v e r- o p t i m i s m  i n  t h e i r  p a t i e nt s  w h e n  d i s c u s s i n g 
t r e a t m e nt  o p t i o n s .”

D r.  D e n ze l  Wo o d e,  G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y  R 3 , 
p u b l i s h e d  “A s a  G  Ya n c e y :  T h e  f i r s t  t o 
d e s c r i b e  a  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Sw e n s o n 
Te c h n i q u e  f o r  H i r s c h s p r u n g  d i s e a s e ”  i n 
t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  Pe d i a t r i c  S u r g e r y.

“A s a  G .  Ya n c e y  w a s  a  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n 
general  surgeon,  who is  renowned for  h is 
i n n o v a t i o n  i n  su r g e r y,”  s a i d  D r.  Wo o d e. 
“ T h i s  p a p e r  p r o v i d e s  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e 

e v i d e n c e,  f o c u s i n g  o n  Ya n c e y ’s  i n n o v a t i o n  i n  p e r f o r m i n g  a n d 
d es c r i b i n g  th e  e n d o r e c ta l  p u l l  th r o u g h ,  a  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e 
Sw e n s o n  te c h n i q u e  i n  t r e a tm e nt  o f  H i r s c h sp r u n g  d i s e a s e .  We 
r e f l e c t  o n  w hy  h e  h a d  n o t  f o r m a l l y  b e e n  g i v e n  c r e d i t  f o r  h i s 
w o r k  u p  to  t h i s  p o i n t ,  a n d  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  t i m e  to  r e n a m e  t h i s 
p r o c e d u r e  t h e  Ya n c e y - S o a v e - B o l e y .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  S C H 
Pe d i a t r i c  S u r g e r y  D i v i s i o n  f o r  a l l o w i n g  m e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y. 
I  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  I  c a n  i n s p i r e  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w  m e 
i n  a  s e m b l a n c e  o f  t h e  w a y  Ya n c e y  i n s p i r e d  a n d  m e n t o r e d  a 
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  b l a c k  p hy s i c i a n s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  h i m .”

A o r t i c  D i s s e c t i o n 
C o l l a b o r a t i ve  P u b l i s h e s 
S p e ci a l  J o u r n a l  I s s u e 
F o cu s e d  o n  P a t i e n t 
En g a g e m e n t

To date,  research in  aor t ic  d is sec t ion 
( A D )  h a s  f o c u s e d  o n  m a n a g e m e n t 
a n d  s u r v i v a l  o u t c o m e s ,  b u t  t h e r e 
a r e  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  r e m a i n  t o 
b e  a d d r e s s e d .  F u r t h e r ,  p a t i e n t s ’ 

pr ior it ies for their own AD healthcare have not been considered 
i n  m u c h  o f  A D  r e s e a r c h .  To  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  g a p s ,  t h e  A o r t i c 
D i s s e c t i o n  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  ( A D  C o l l a b o r a t i v e)  w a s  l a u n c h e d 
i n  l a t e  2 01 9,  w i t h  i n i t i a l  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  P a t i e n t- C e n t e r e d 
O u t c o m e s  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  (P C O R I) .  T h e  A D  C o l l a b o r a t i v e , 
l e d  b y  D r.  S h e r e n e  S h a l h u b ,  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r,  D i v i s i o n 
o f  Va s c u l a r  S u r g e r y,  i s  b u i l d i n g  a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  i nv o l v e 
t h e  A D  c o m m u n i t y  o f  p a t i e n t s ,  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  c l i n i c i a n s , 
r e s e a r c h e r s ,  a n d  a d v o c a c y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  i s 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  w i t h  o r  a t  r i s k  f o r  A D.  T h e  M a r c h 
2 0 2 2  i s s u e  o f  S e m i n a r s  i n  V a s c u l a r  S u r g e r y  s h a r e s  t h e  A D 
C o l l a b o r a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y ea r s ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e 
A D C o l l a b o r a t i ve  ha s  b u i l t  a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i nvo l v i n g  th e  A D 
c o m mu ni t y  i n  r e s ea r c h  a n d  wo r ke d  to  u n d e r s t a n d  p a t i e nt  A D 
h e a l t h c a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  i d e n t i f y  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n s  t o 
g u i d e  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h .  “ T h i s  i s  a  p i v o ta l  w o r k ,  a n d  i t  w o u l d 
not  b e  p os s ib l e  wi thout  our  near ly  10 0 s takeho lder  p ar tner s ,” 
s ay s  D r.  S h e r e n e  S h a l h u b,  f o u n d e r  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A o r t i c 
Dissec t ion Col laborat ive.  “Not only d id our par tners contr ibute 
to the work i tsel f,  but several  organizations who are par t  of  the 
C o l l a b o r a t i ve  p r o v i d ed  f u n d s  to  h e l p  u s  m a ke  th i s  a n  e nt i r e l y 
o p e n  a c c e s s  i s su e .  We  a l l  f e e l  h o n o r e d  to  b e  a b l e  to  p u b l i s h 
t h i s  s p e c i a l  i s su e,  b e c a u s e  i t  h i g h l i g ht s  f i n d i n g s  r e l e v a nt  to 
t h e  a o r t i c  d i s s e c t i o n  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a  m o d e l 
t h a t  o t h e r s  c a n  u s e  a s  a  te m p l a te  f o r  i nv o l v i n g  p a t i e nt s  a n d 
o t h e r  s ta ke h o l d e r s  i n  r e s e a r c h  o f  o t h e r  d i s e a s e  p r o c e s s e s .” 
T h e  A o r t i c  D i s s e c t i o n  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  S e m i n a r s  i n  V a s c u l a r 
S u r g e r y  e d i t i o n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n l i n e  h e r e .
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