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This issue of Surgery Synopsis will focus on 
the research mission of the Department 

of Surgery. Research is a critical pillar of our 
department’s threefold mission (Clinical Care-
Education-Research) and boldly leans into the 
future. The innovative treatments and concepts 
that surgeons across the world will be using 
tomorrow are being developed right now in 
labs, conference rooms, simulation suites and, 
patient care areas across UW. Research is one 
of our most hopeful pursuits: researchers look 
at what we do today and imagine what might 
be. As a department we share a passion for 
innovation and improving the field of surgery. 
Asking questions about what, why, and how we 
care for patients is fundamental to academic 
surgery and every day our faculty and trainees 
are asking and answering these questions. Our 

department is engaged in a wide spectrum of 
research: we conduct basic laboratory bench 
research, clinical research, clinical trials, device 
trials, outcomes, and translational research. We 
enroll patients in trials; publish and present our 
work; test new technology; and work to form or 
reform policies that lead to better and more eq-
uitable health for all. We are a part of a culture 
of curiosity that strives to produce results that 
directly benefit human health.

Our department is so fortunate to have the tal-
ent and passion for research in Professor Da-
vid Flum, MD, MPH. Dave is the Vice Chair of 
Research for the department. He understands 
and leads the research efforts in our depart-
ment and as the result of a research strategic 
planning initiative that took place throughout 
2022, the concept and structure of the Division 
of Research was formed. He has been a tireless 
champion in establishing and now leading the 
Division of Research within the department. He 
was and continues to be the driving force be-
hind development of the Surgical Outcomes 
Research Center (SORCE). As a PI of note on 
many research projects, Dave is well-known and 
respected throughout the country and interna-
tionally. We asked that Dave write a “column” 
or letter to the Surgery Synopsis community 
describing his vision for research in his role as 
the “Inaugural” Vice Chair for Research, as well 
as an overview and vision of the Division of Re-
search and the exciting things that are happen-
ing. Read his letter on page 3.

One of the key strategic projects that is now in 
place is the Center for Immunomodulation Re-
search (CFIR). This center is a new venture for 
the department. The mission of CFIR is to en-
hance basic and translational bench research 
in surgically relevant aspects of the immune 
system. As part of establishing the center, Dr. 
Ian N. (Nick) Crispe, MB, BS, PhD, a Professor 
in Laboratory Medicine and Pathology, is join-
ing our department. He was initially trained as 
a general physician but has been a full-time re-
searcher for most of his career. He is and will be 
working with bench/translational researchers in 
the department to develop our focus on bench 
research related to immunomodulation for can-
cer and inflammation. The center will be coor-
dinated by Dr. Venu Pillarisetty, Professor, Divi-
sion of General Surgery, who has recently been 
awarded a grant in this area. Please see page 6 
to learn more about this research. Establishing 
this center is an exciting and innovative struc-
ture that multiplies individual research efforts. 
You can read more about the CIFR on page 4.

Another area of research that is near and dear 
to my heart is re(forming) public policy. A num-
ber of our faculty have working in the public 
policy arena over the years. An example is one 
of Dr. Bulger’s projects as PI for the Seattle site 
of the Crash Injury Research and Engineering 
Network. Her service, spanning 10 years, re-
sulted in engineering/safety changes to auto-
mobiles. Research she spearheaded resulted in 
new standards to increase the roof strength in 
passenger vehicles. More recently, Dr. Deepika 
Nehra, Associate Professor, Division of Trauma, 

Douglas E.  Wood , 
MD, FACS, FRCSEd
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Fe at u r e s
Burn & Critical Care has been involved 
with gun violence intervention and pre-
vention and was awarded renewed and 
increased grant funding to support the 
Harborview Violence Intervention and 
Prevention Program. This state funding 
from the Washington State Department 
of Commerce Office of Firearm Safety 
and Violence Prevention (OFSVP) will 
support Dr. Nehra’s multidisciplinary ef-
forts to build a Harborview Medical Cen-
ter-based team dedicated to providing 
wraparound support services for patients 
and families impacted by gun violence.

I have been deeply involved in develop-
ing lung cancer screening guidelines 
and advocating for the national coverage 
policies to support their adoption. Policy 
formation and implementation is often a 
long and difficult journey, but the impact 
can be huge. Lung cancer screening policy 
has been a game changer in cancer care, 
with subsequent improvements in lung 
cancer mortality driving record-breaking 
improvements in all-cause cancer mortal-
ity. This means more individuals becom-
ing cancer survivors rather than cancer 
victims.

Healthcare disparities and equity in 
healthcare systems is a burgeoning area 
of research across the country and within 
the Department of Surgery. The goals for 
research in this area can be summarized 
by the mission statement for the UW’s 
Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
Center for Transformational Research: 
“to study and ultimately eliminate health 
disparities by promoting the principles of 
justice, equity, diversity and inclusion in 
the research of vulnerable populations 
and by increasing the recruitment, reten-
tion and advancement of students, resi-
dents, fellows, and faculty from groups 
under-represented in medicine.” We 
have several faculty members engaged 
in healthcare disparities/equity research 
and will focus in-depth on equity, diver-
sity and inclusion research in one of our 
upcoming Surgery Synopsis issues. 

As we press forward with our research 
efforts, it is important to remember that 
research is expensive. While all of our 
faculty work very diligently to become 
funded, we are fortunate that the De-
partment of Surgery also has a number of 
individuals who support the mission with 
their philanthropy, and we are grateful 
and appreciative of those gifts that sup-
port our mission of discovery. The stories 
of what has inspired them to give to our 
department would fill a book: A patient, 
grateful to be alive after a difficult surgery 
shows their gratitude with a gift—large or 
small; the family of a patient, in gratitude 
or in memory, sets up a fund to advance 
research related to their disease; alumni 
grateful for the outstanding education 
they received give to make sure that com-
mitment to education continues; staff 
members who are proud of the mission 
and demonstrated expertise in this de-
partment give to help carry on their good 
work. And our faculty give back because 
they helped to build this department and 
want to ensure its future greatness. We 
depend upon your generosity—please 
note the "giving buttons" throughout 
Surgery Synopsis that can be used to give 
a tax deductible gift of any size.

This issue of Surgery Synopsis also in-
cludes a focus on one of our clinical ar-
eas, introduction to several of our new 
faculty, faculty that are in the news, and a 
favorite feature, #GettingtoKnowDoS. In 
this issue, we learn more about Dr. Bar-
clay Stewart, Assistant Professor. I hope 
you enjoy reading all parts of this issue of 
Surgery Synopsis.

Sincerely,

Douglas E. Wood, MD, FACS, FRCSEd
The Henry N. Harkins Professor & Chair

Department of Surgery
University of Washington
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Dear Synopsis Community,

It is my pleasure to serve as the inau-
gural Vice Chair for Research in the 

Department of Surgery and to lead the 
department’s newly formed Division of 
Research. These new roles developed 
partly from a research strategic planning 
initiative that took place in 2022. This in-
cluded interviews with over 35 surgeon-
scientists, departmental administrators, 
and staff. These interviews revealed 
multiple pressure points and opportuni-
ties to improve. Several issues were high 
priority, including:

1. a drop off in the number of bench/
translational researchers; 

2. financial challenges to starting and 
sustaining research; and 

3. the need for a governance structure 
for research related policy, perfor-
mance, and infrastructure spending. 

The Division of Research was created 
in July 2023 to address these issues. 
The division is comprised of 45 faculty 
members, and several surgeon-scien-
tist core leaders—which includes Drs. 
Scott Brakenridge, Associate Professor, 
Meghan Flanagan, Assistant Professor, 
and Venu Pillarisetty, Professor, with 
Victoria Good, Surgical Outcomes Re-
search Center (SORCE) Program Opera-
tions Specialist, providing administrative 
support. Erin Fannon, SORCE Director 
of Program Operations, is also leading 
the central services core, including the 
formation of a clinical trials unit, grant 
writing support, biostatistical resources, 
and support structures for research staff. 
Some of the division’s early success was 
the coordination of key investments in 
bench/translational research, including 
the recruitment of two bench/transla-
tional researchers. Dr. Katie Liu, Assis-
tant Professor, joined the department in 
fall 2023 as a plastic surgeon and will be 
collaborating with the Institute for Stem 
Cell Research on developing a periph-
eral nerve regeneration research pro-
gram. Dr. Ian N. (Nick) Crispe, Professor 
of Laboratory Medicine, Department of 
Immunology, has also joined the depart-
ment as our first Schilling Visiting Lec-
turer and has been working with bench/
translational researchers across several 
labs to develop our focus on bench re-
search related to immunomodulation for 
cancer and inflammation. You can read 
profiles on both new researchers in this 
Surgery Synopsis issue. The new, cross-
departmental bench/translational focus 
is coordinated by Dr. Pillarisetty and is 
described in this Surgery Synopsis issue 
as well. With Dr. Flanagan’s support, the 

Division of Research is streamlining the 
research training process for residents 
in the seven-year general surgery track, 
which makes it easier for students and 
trainees to engage in research. With 
Dr. Brakenridge’s support, we are find-
ing more effective ways to measure and 
improve the research enterprise. As a 
group, we are working on policies that 
will strengthen research moving for-
ward. Lastly, we now have updated web 
profiles of all members of the division 
which, for the first time in recent his-
tory, will allow us to generate a research 
yearbook for the department. These are 
early days for the division, and we know 
there are many challenges that still need 
to be addressed. We think the divisional 
structure will greatly enhance the work 
of supporting the research mission and 
are optimistic about all that can be ac-
complished. Working together, the team 
leading the new Division of Research is 
taking on the challenges that the strate-
gic planning process identified and is ex-
cited about prospects for the future.
The vision for research in the department is 
that all who are involved in research–faculty, 
fellows, residents, and staff, find greater sat-
isfaction, support, and success in research. 
Whether or not research is an important part 
of your day-to-day work in the department, 
you are key to actualizing this vision. 

Thank you for all you do to reinforce the cul-
ture of inquiry and innovation that makes this 
department so unique.

Sincerely,

David R. Flum, MD, MPH
Vice Chair, Division of Research

UW Department of Surgery

David R. Flum, MD, MPH
Vice Chair, Division of Research

Professor, Division of General Surgery

Department of Surgery Research News

Message from the Vice Chair of Research

S U P P O R T  T H I S  W O R K
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2024 Department of Surgery Surgical ethicS conference

The annual Surgical Ethics Conference will be held Thursday, August 
1st and Friday, August 2nd. This conference introduces participants 

to skills and information to enable them to make competent ethical deci-
sions in clinical situations.

The conference is open for both in-person and online participation and in-
corporates asynchronous content including multi-disciplinary small group 
discussions. Topics are tailored to surgical specialties and define ethical 

principles and concepts, allowing participants to better understand the 
ethical debates that bear upon each topic.

Check the Center for Surgical Ethics' web page for conference updates 
and to learn more about the center. Please contact dosadmin@uw.edu / 
206-543-3680 if you have questions.

Professor (Joint), 
Bioethics & Humanities 
and Pediatr ics, Div ision 
of Bioethics & Pal l iative 
Care, Chief, UW Medicine 
Ethics Consultation 
Ser vice, Organizational 
Ethics Consultation 
Ser vice, Seat tle Chi ldren's

D e n i s e
D u d z i n s k i , 
Ph D,  H EC - C

Professor, Divis ion of 
General Surger y & Center 
for V ideo Endoscopic 
Surger y Endowed 
Professor

D r.  A n d r ew S . 
Wr i g h t

The Center for Immunomodulation Research 
(CFIR) is a new venture in the Department of 

Surgery (DoS), based on the recognition that the 
immune system is central to much of surgical sci-
ence. The immune system is composed of two 
elements, an innate immune system we share 
with all animals and plants, and an adaptive im-
mune system based on B and T cells, which we 
share with other vertebrates. These two systems 
both provide essential protection against infec-
tion, but they do not always function optimally. 
In sepsis, a frequent and life-threatening com-
plication of infections that afflict seriously ill 
surgical patients, the innate immune system is 
over-active and causes multiple organs to shut 
down. To manage this problem better, we need 
to understand how the innate immune system is 
regulated. In organ transplantation, the problem 
is an unwanted T and B cell immune response 
against the donor organ, resulting sometimes 
in failure of the transplant despite immuno-
suppressive drugs. The best way to enhance 
transplantation, and avoid the need for immu-
nosuppression, would be to control the adap-
tive immune system so it no longer treats the 
transplanted organ like an invader, but instead 

accepts it as part of the body. Conversely, in can-
cer the problem is often inadequate T cell im-
munity. While some cancers are very sensitive to 
new treatments that enhance T cell immunity, 
the approach works well only in some patients, 
and only in some cancers. It’s not clear why. The 
concept that brings all these issues together is 
Immunomodulation. We want to understand 
enough about how the innate and adaptive im-
mune responses are regulated, so that we can 
control them both when they are too active, as 
in sepsis, or not active enough, as in cancer. Im-
munomodulation covers both enhancing and 
suppressing aspects of immune function, for 
clinical benefit.

The mission of the CFIR is to enhance basic and 
translational bench research in surgically rel-
evant aspects of the immune system. The first 
task is to connect the current basic and trans-
lational researchers in the DoS and find ways to 
help them contribute to each other’s research 
work. This will result in the wider sharing of 
knowledge, ideas and technical approaches. 
Next, the CFIR will grow a core lab, in which resi-
dent and fellow trainee surgeon-scientists will 
work alongside PhD scientists, learning both the 

technical approaches and the thinking behind 
laboratory investigation. All research is critically 
dependent on funding, and the CFIR will both 
advocate for seed money from internal sources 
and enhance the process of grant submission by 
convening internal review groups, so grants that 
are submitted to federal and other agencies will 
first benefit from the critical input of this large 
group of experts. A long-term goal will be to in-
corporate a small number of carefully selected 
basic science faculty to work alongside surgeon-
scientists in directly adjoining laboratory space, 
fostering intellectual and technologically cross-
talk at all levels. More of our faculty will become 
adjunct professors in basic science departments, 
including the Department of Immunology, and 
will then be able to supervise graduate students 
in PhD programs. The CFIR aims to be a flagship 
program that will attract academically inclined 
surgeons to the University of Washington, sup-
port their research, and ensure their retention. 
Along the way, we will generate knowledge that 
improves clinical care in cancer, transplantation 
and sepsis.

Department of Surgery Research News

The Center for Immunomodulation Research

— Cent er  of  Surgic a l  Et hic s'  L e a der ship  —

Professor of Surger y, 
Univers i t y of Buenos 
A ires , A ssoc iate 
Direc tor, Educat ion 
and Research, C l ín icas 
Hospi ta l "José de San 
Mar t in," Univers i t y of 
Buenos A ires

D r.  A l b e r t o R . 
F e r r e r e s

Henr y N. Harkins 
Professor and Chair, 
Depar tment 
of Surger y

D r.  D o u g l a s  E . 
Wo o d

S U P P O R T  T H I S  W O R K
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I an N. (Nick) Crispe, MB, BS, PhD, initially trained as a general phy-
sician but early on became entranced by the immune system and 

has been a full-time researcher for most of his career. The Crispe 
Lab studies immunity in the liver, with a focus on the surprising 
fact that T cells that are activated there often end up non-func-
tional, and on the diverse liver cell types that promote such T cell 
dysfunction. Recent research has addressed both innate immunity 
and T cell immunity in animal and human livers, using the tissue 
slice platform. Thus, the lab has documented abnormal innate im-
munity in Hepatitis C-infected livers that persists after the virus 
has been eradicated by anti-viral drugs, and devised methods to 
study T cell function in the context of liver tissue, which is very 
different from T cells in a culture dish. The cutting edge of cancer 
medicine is manipulation of the immune system using antibodies to 
target checkpoints that may prevent T cells from enacting their de-
fensive function. However, the distinct immune microenvironment 
of the liver poses difficulties for immunotherapy. When colonic or 
other metastatic cancer spreads to the liver, the metastases build 
themselves by using local resources, including the same liver cells 
that promote T cell inactivation in other contexts. Going forward, 
the Center for Immunomodulation Research will focus on how cells 
from the host liver tissue are recruited into developing metastases, 
and how such cells influence the cancer ’s resistance to immuno-
therapy. This will help devise future immunotherapy that will be 
effective in the liver, which is a critical need since metastatic cancer 
in the liver is a major cause of cancer deaths and remains difficult 
to treat by other means. 

Ian N. (Nick) Crispe, MB, BS, PhD
Professor, Laboratory Medicine

Department of Immunology F i g u r e  1 :  T  c e l l s  h a v e  a  d y s f u n c t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  l i v e r .  M o s t l y 
w h e n  T  c e l l s  m a k e  I n t e r f e r o n - g a m m a  ( I F N - g ) ,  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e n s e 
a g a i n s t  v i r u s e s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  l i v e r ,  w e  t h i n k  t h a t  I F N - g  a c t i v a t e s  n e g a t i v e 
f e e d b a c k  m o l e c u l e s  t h a t  t u r n  t h e  T  c e l l s  o f f .  V e r y  s i m i l a r  m e c h a n i s m s 
o p e r a t e  i n  c a n c e r  a n d  a r e  t h e  t a r g e t s  f o r  i m m u n o t h e r a p y ,  e x c e p t  t h a t 
i m m u n o t h e r a p y  d o e s n ’ t  w o r k  w e l l  f o r  c a n c e r  i n  t h e  l i v e r .  T h i s  i s  a  r i d d l e 
w e  i n t e n d  t o  s o l v e ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  D r s .  R a y m o n d  Y e u n g  a n d  V e n u 
P i l l a r i s e t t y . 

F i g u r e  2 :  I n n a t e  i m m u n i t y  i s  c e n t r a l  i n  s e p s i s ,  a n d  w e  t h i n k  m a c r o -
p h a g e s  a r e  t h e  c e l l  t h a t  d r i v e s  t h i s  o u t - o f - c o n t r o l  i m m u n e  r e s p o n s e .  T h e 
b i g g e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  m a c r o p h a g e s  i s  i n  t h e  l i v e r ,  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d 
K u p f f e r  c e l l s .  T h e s e  K u p f f e r  c e l l s  t a l k  t o  a l l  t h e i r  c e l l u l a r  n e i g h b o r s ;  i f 
w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  c e l l u l a r  c r o s s t a l k  i t  w i l l  b e  e a s i e r  t o  k n o w  w h e r e  t o 
i n t e r v e n e ,  t o  c a l m  o v e r a c t i v e  i n n a t e  i m m u n i t y .  S e p s i s  i s  a  f r e q u e n t  c a u s e 
o f  d e a t h  i s  s u r g i c a l  p a t i e n t s ,  a n d  b e t t e r  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  h o w  i t  w o r k s  w i l l 
s a v e  m a n y  l i v e s .  W e  a r e  b u i l d i n g  n e w  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  w i t h 
D r .  S c o t t  B r a k e n r i d g e .

Department of Surgery Research News

Ian N. (Nick) Crispe, MB, BS, PhD

S U P P O R T  T H I S  W O R K
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D r. Venu Pillarisetty, a surgeon-scientist specializing in hepatopan-
creatobiliary cancers, and his colleagues were recently awarded a 

grant from the Department of Defense for the research project, “En-

hancing Immunity in Colorectal Cancer Liver Metastases.” The UW Tu-

mor Immune Microenvironment (TIME) Lab led by Dr. Pillarisetty will 

work with Dr. Peter Westcott at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory and 

the Department of Surgery’s Center for Immunomodulation Research 
(CFIR) led by Dr. Nick Crispe to perform three independent but related 
projects. In Project 1, Dr. Pillarisetty will use human cancer in tissue 
culture to test the importance of a molecule that can switch off many 
kinds of immunity. Interleukin-10 is present in the liver and may be 
the reason why colon cancer that has spread to the liver is resistant to 
other kinds of immune attack. Therefore, as a starting point, antibod-
ies will be used to inactivate Interleukin-10 and follow the effects on 
the cancer cells and on other cells. In Project 2, Dr. Westcott will focus 
on the idea that anti-cancer immune cells may not gain access to the 
cancer cells because they are immobilized in the wrong parts of the 
tissue. Antibody treatments and genetically engineered mice will be 
used to explore ways to liberate these immune cells so that they can 
reach their intended targets. As a colon cancer grows in the liver, it 
conscripts local tissue cells to provide it with a blood supply and cor-
rupts their immune functions to further disable anti-cancer immunity. 
In Project 3, Dr. Cripse will use genetically engineered mice to trace 
where the non-cancerous cells in the growing cancer come from, how 
they control immune responses, and how they are influenced by the 
presence of the colon cancer cells. Conclusions will be confirmed by 
going back to human cancers to determine if they act in the same way. 
From this research the UW TIME Lab/Cold Spring Harbor/CFIR will de-
vise new approaches to immune therapy for colon cancer which has 
spread to the liver, and thus push back the growing wave of cancer 
deaths from this cause that increasingly afflicts younger people.

Figure 1: T TSA Proposal Over view.

Our proposal is composed of three independent, but interrelated, projects focused on translating 
knowledge gained from the T ime- informed c l inical tr ials and sophisticated model systems towards 
cl inical prac tice. The downstream produc t of our projec ts wil l  be improved understanding of the 
tumor biolog y that dr ives resistance to therapy in patients with l iver metastases, fac i l i tating nex t-
generation c l inical tr ials . Created with BioRender.com

Venu Pillarisetty, MD
Professor, Surgical Oncology
Division of General Surgery

Department of Surgery Research News

Venu Pillarisetty, MD, and the UW Tumor 
Immune Microenvironment (TIME) Lab

S U P P O R T  T H I S  W O R K

https://uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-investigators/venu-pillarisetty/
https://uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-investigators/venu-pillarisetty/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/venu-pillarisetty
https://give.uwmedicine.org/give-now/?source=FND-129718&appeal=APL-21097


S U R G E R Y  S Y N O P S I S  W I N T E R  2 0 2 4  P A G E  7

R eturning to UW as faculty in fall 2023, Yusha Katie Liu, MD, PhD, 
is a hand and peripheral nerve surgeon-scientist working to 

elucidate the biological mechanisms underlying peripheral nerve 
injury and recovery. In close collaboration with the other PIs in the 
Neuromuscular Disease Research Group (Mark Bothwell, PhD, David 
Mack, PhD and Alec Smith, PhD) Dr. Liu has launched a basic science 
lab on the UW Medicine South Lake Union campus as part of the 
Institute for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine. 

Dr. Liu’s current research interests include:

1. Characterizing regeneration in different axonal subtypes 
after peripheral nerve injury.

2. Examining the mechanisms underlying the degeneration 
of the neuromuscular junction, as muscle reinnervation by 
regenerating axons is not possible after a critical window of 
12-18 months.

3. Exploring the role of vascularization and angiogenesis in 
peripheral nerve regeneration.

Additionally, Dr. Liu is continuing clinical research projects she 
began during her time as a plastic surgery resident. One of her 
primary projects was the development of a novel surface electromy-
ography (EMG)-driven, smartphone-integrated therapeutic gaming 
system for rehabilitation. In partnership with Aaron Bunnell, MD, in 
the Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, and Orthocare Innova-
tions LLC, they designed a wireless surface EMG device to detect 
the electrical signals generated from underlying muscle contrac-
tions and used this to control a simple game. Dr. Liu and team found 
that even patients with significant muscle weakness could use the 
system to engage in active therapy exercises. For patients with 
peripheral nerve injuries, the system could facilitate motor relearn-
ing after nerve and tendon transfer surgeries. The other major focus 
of Dr. Liu’s clinical research is to better understand phantom limb 
sensations and pain in patients after limb amputation.

Complementary to these research efforts is her clinical subspecialty 
focus on peripheral nerve surgery. With Dr. Liu’s arrival, a new mul-
tidisciplinary clinic at Harborview Medical Center has been created 
to streamline care for patients with peripheral nerve injuries, from 
diagnosis to surgery to rehabilitation. The comprehensive care team 
includes plastic surgery, neurosurgery, rehabilitation medicine, re-
habilitation psychology, hand therapy, radiology, and interventional 
pain. Dr. Liu is excited to integrate science and surgery to translate 
new discoveries into innovative treatments, ultimately to improve 
functional outcomes for our patients.

Yusha Katie Liu, MD, PhD 
A s s i s t a n t  Professor

Division of Plastic Surgery

Electromyography (EMG)-dr iven,  smartphone- integrated
therapeut ic  gaming system for  rehabi l i tat ion.

Department of Surgery Research News

Yusha Katie Liu, MD, PhD 
Nerve Regeneration Research

S U P P O R T  T H I S  W O R K

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/aaron-bunnell
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/northwest-nerve-injury-harborview
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/northwest-nerve-injury-harborview
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/yusha-katie-liu
https://give.uwmedicine.org/give-now/?source=END-131462&appeal=APL-21097
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The Edgewater Hotel played host to the 
2023 Department of Surgery Holiday Party 

on Sunday, December 17th. This yearly event 
provides a cheerful setting for colleagues 
to mingle and socialize at year’s end. This 
year’s event photographers, Farrah Leland, 
Associate Director, Resource Management 
& Compliance, and Tea Florence-Moreland, 
Program Operations Specialist, captured 
wonderful shots of colleagues and guests 
enjoying the festive occasion.

Department of Surgery

Community
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January 17, 2024

“Metabolic Surgery: Past, Present, and Future”
Saurabh Khandelwal, MD
Associate Professor of Surgery
Division of General Surgery
University of Washington

M y clinical practice is primar-
ily geared towards treating 

breast cancer patients, although I 
also treat high risk patients such as 
those with genetic mutations pre-
disposing them to developing breast 
cancer, or patients who have a bi-
opsy proven high risk breast lesion 
that needs to be surgically excised. 
Although there is a not a huge vari-
ety in the types of surgeries I per-
form, one aspect of being a breast 
cancer surgeon that I really enjoy is 
the fact that every cancer and every 
patient has a slightly different com-

bination of factors that makes that case unique. My job is to figure 
out how to integrate patient preferences with evidence-based best 
practices to achieve the best oncologic and cosmetic outcome for 
the patient. This always involves multi-disciplinary collaboration, 
which I also find to be a gratifying part of my job. Another aspect 
that I really enjoy is learning from each patient, and integrating the 
questions that arise into my research. Some of my favorite research 
projects have come from questions I have faced with patient man-
agement, such as whether to excise high risk lesions when found 
synchronous with a breast cancer, whether to operate on contra-
lateral axillary metastasis because patients with this type of me-
tastasis have outcomes similar to stage IIIC, and how a common 
genetic variant may impact anti-estrogen treatment in women with 
estrogen-sensitive breast cancer.

I have been fortunate 
to receive support 
from the Department 
of Surgery, the Fred 
Hutch Cancer Consor-
tium, and indepen-
dent foundations such 
as the Kuni Founda-
tion and Swim Across 
America to fund these 
projects, the outcomes 
of some of which I 
have then been able to 
apply back to my own 
patients.

December 6, 2023
“Back to the Future: Burn Resuscitation in Combat 
Casualty Care”
Col. Jennifer M. Gurney, MD, FACS, MC
Director, Joint Trauma System
U.S. Army, Defense Health Agency
Joint Trauma System, San Antonio, TX

November 8, 2023
“From TINA to TARA: The Story of Liver Transplant”
Tiffany Wong, MBChB, MS, FHKAM, FRCS
Clinic Associate Professor
Department of Surgery, School of Clinic Medicine
Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine
The University of Hong Kong

November 1, 2023
“Building a Case for Adult ECMO:
The Harborview Experience”
Eileen Bulger, MD
Professor & Chief of Trauma, Burn, & Critical Care Surgery & 
Surgeon-in-Chief, Harborview Medical Center
Division of Trauma, Burn & Critical Care Surgery
University of Washington

October 4, 2023
“Ergonomic Injury in Surgeons:
The Hidden Epidemic”
Andrew Wright, MD
Professor of Surgery
Center for Video Endoscopic Surgery Endowed Professor
Director, UW Advanced GI MIS / Foregut Fellowship
Director, UW Medicine Hernia Clinic
Division of General Surgery
University of Washington

September 6, 2023
“Best-CLI: A Journey to Evidence”
Alik Farber, MD, MBA
Associate Chief Medical Officer for Surgical Services
Vice Chair, Department of Surgery, Vascular and
Endovascular Division
Boston Medical Center

Meghan R. Flanagan, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor

Divis ion of General Surger y

Department of Surgery

Grand Rounds

D e p a r t m e n t  of  S u rg e r y

C l i n i c a l  H i g h l i g h t
M e g ha n  R .  F la na ga n ,  MD,  MPH
A s s is t a n t  P r o f e s s o r
D i v i s i o n  o f  G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y

S a r a h  B r e n n a n  a n d  D r s .  E m i l y  P a l m q u i s t ,
a n d  M e g h a n  F l a n a g a n

S U P P O R T  T H I S  W O R K

https://youtu.be/rc_ZB6l5pNY?si=3zcQ-phF9FNakPJS
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/saurabh-khandelwal#about-tab
https://youtu.be/dygWOLqs5ec?si=MYLor-tbQhKZPVhY
https://youtu.be/dygWOLqs5ec?si=MYLor-tbQhKZPVhY
https://jts.health.mil/index.cfm/about/leadership
https://youtu.be/sjOYxyx90Fk?si=XMSapZyM_svBx7RH
https://www.surgery.hku.hk/en/Our-Team/Academic-Staff/Clinical-Associate-Professor/Dr-Tiffany-Cho-Lam-Wong/Dr-Tiffany-Cho-Lam-Wong-Profile
https://youtu.be/fT34inREqc8?si=GQXZg47B43BSxcDI
https://youtu.be/fT34inREqc8?si=GQXZg47B43BSxcDI
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/eileen-bulger#about-tab
https://youtu.be/7azJYgVSjeo?si=psazrPcbHVG4ggE0
https://youtu.be/7azJYgVSjeo?si=psazrPcbHVG4ggE0
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/andrew-wright#about-tab
https://youtu.be/crjOHoBNv0U?si=6tZ0xlrgTiI_H6Ex
https://www.bmc.org/about-us/directory/doctor/alik-farber-md
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/meghan-flanagan
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/meghan-flanagan
https://give.uwmedicine.org/give-now/?source=FND-134568&appeal=APL-21097
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Dear Harkins Alumni, 

Happy New Year! 2023 was a remarkable 
year for the Henr y N. Harkins Surgical 
S o c iet y.  W i th  great  supp or t  f rom the 
UW Department of Surgery (DoS) and its 
nearly 1,000 alumni, we emphasized the 
society ’s central mission of building and 
maintaining community across generations 
of UW DoS alumni and current trainees 
across all  programs.

The 2023 Harkins Dinner highl ighted this purpose with over 20 
alumni in at tendance. Graduates from 1983 to 2022 representing 
general surgery, pediatric surgery, hepatobiliary, thoracic, vascular, 
p last ic ,  co lorec tal ,  trauma, endocr ine,  and transplant surger y 
jo ined over 30 current residents and fel lows at Anthony ’s Pier 
66 in Seattle for an evening of fun, networking, and community 
building. Residents and fel lows were matched with alumni who 
prac t ice in their  spec ial t y of  interest  to enhance profess ional 
development opportunities and foster longer-term relationships 
between trainees and alumni.

The dinner was also attended by Dr. Steve Stain, the 2023 Alfred A. 
Strauss Distinguished Lecturer, and John Friedlander, who has been 
an avid supporter of the Strauss Lectureship for decades. During 
dinner, Dr. Hugh Foy, Professor Emeritus, provided a fascinating 
oral history of the department and society as only he can.  

We look forward to continuing to build relationships across the 
UW DoS Alumni community in 2024.  If you have any suggestions, 
or just want to say hi, don’t hesitate to contact me anytime.

One last thing...Save the Date! - The 2024 Harkins Alumni Dinner 
wil l  be on November 1st, 2024. We’d love to see you there!

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Sham, MD, MBEE
President, Henry N. Harkins Surgical Society

Please consider a contribution to support Harkins 
activities for our chief residents and alumni.

When completing your gift, please enter 

"Apply to Chief Residents and Alumni" in the 

Comments/Special Instructions field.

 — Thank you —

D O N AT E

Department of Surgery

Harkins Corner

https://give.uwmedicine.org/give-now/?source=DSC-134553&appeal=APL-21097
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F rom September 28th-30th, the Univer-
sity of Michigan hosted the Society of 

Black Academic Surgeons (SBAS) for their 
33rd annual conference. Over the course of 
three days alternating between Detroit and 
Ann Arbor, the program and presentations 
reflected and highlighted the society ’s ex-
cellence in research, clinical achievements, 
and celebration of the community and the 
experience of black and underrepresented 
minorities within the field of academic sur-

gery. We were able to celebrate the con-
tributions and success of contemporaries 
and legends in our field, such as Drs. Asa 
Yancey, Velma Scantlebury, L.D. Britt, and 
Gifty Kwakye. The conference also served 
as a safe space for continued discussion 
of common experiences and mentorship 
for medical students, residents, and junior 
and senior faculty. Each year I am warmed 
and revived by the stories and the strong 
community at this conference. We can re-
connect with friends and co-residents from 
across the country and form new relation-
ships that will last the length of our careers. 
It is always rewarding to see the success of 
so many black and underrepresented fac-
ulty and residents in academic surgery, who 
are also navigating the field and have paved 
the way to find academic fulfillment and 
success. 

Our department was well represented by 
five faculty (Drs. Estell Williams, Brant Oel-
schlager, Rebecca Petersen, Doug Wood, 
and André Dick), four residents (Drs. Van-
essa Dlamini, Nzuekoh Nchinda, Lovemore 

Kuzomunhu, and Denzel Woode), in addi-
tion to two of our medical students from 
UW. Resident attendees were sponsored 
by the UW Department of Surgery’s Plati-
num Membership with SBAS and funding 
from the Vice Chair of Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion, Dr. Estell Williams. I have been 
greatly appreciative of the opportunity to 
become a member of SBAS and attend this 
conference these past few years and I plan 
to continue to be active in this community 
as I grow as a surgeon. 

We hope to bring a similar atmosphere and 
sense of community when the UW Depart-
ment of Surgery hosts the first annual La-
tino Surgical Society Symposium on Latino 
Health from May 17 - 19, 2024 in Seattle. 
Our goal will be similar to that of SBAS: to 
highlight and celebrate the success of the 
Latino and other underrepresented minori-
ties in the field of surgery, discuss the spe-
cific healthcare disparities affecting the 
Latinx community, and overall, to build on 
the community and mentorship nationally 
amongst the Latinx surgical community.

Denzel Woode, MD
Diversity Council Member

General Surgery Chief Resident

D i v e r s i t y i n  D o S

B a c k  r o w  ( l e f t  t o  r i g h t ) :  D r s .  D e n z e l  W o o d e ,  H o p e  J a c k s o n ,
V a n e s s a  D l a m i n i ,  E s t e l l  W i l l i a m s ,  D a m i e n  C a r t e r,  N z u e k o h  N c h i n d a

F r o n t  r o w  ( l e f t  t o  r i g h t ) :  D r.  L o v e m o r e  K u z o m u n h u ,  D e j a  N i c h o l a s 
( M S 3) ,  B i s u  A s m e r o m  ( M S 3) ,  D r.  B r a n t  K  O e l s c h l a g e r

B a c k  r o w  ( l e f t  t o  r i g h t ) :  E d w i n  L i n d o ,  J D ,  E s t e l l  W i l l i a m s ,  M D , 
D o u g l a s  W o o d ,  M D ,  V a n e s s a  D l a m i n i ,  M D , 

L o v e m o r e  K u z o m u n h u ,  M D ,  D e n z e l  W o o d e ,  M D

F r o n t  r o w  ( l e f t  t o  r i g h t ) :  D e j a  N i c h o l a s  ( M S 3) , 
R e b e c c a  P e t e r s e n ,  M D ,  B i s u  A s m e r o m  ( M S 3) ,  N z u e k o h  N c h i n d a ,  M D
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In your medical education journey, 
did you always want to be a surgeon?

My plan was to be a tropical medicine and neglect-
ed tropical disease control specialist. In fact, my 
first job after graduate school was in South Sudan 
as a tropical disease control officer. In addition to 
mitigating the usual offenders—malaria, schisto-
somiasis, dracunculiasis, dengue, trypanosomia-
sis, filariasis—we worked with local surgeons to 
estimate the prevalence of echinococcosis among 
pastoralists using field ultrasound. While working 
with those surgeons, I was exposed to the real ne-
glected conditions of people living amid conflict 
and in a health system with very limited surgical 
care capacity which included burns, ballistic and 
blast injuries, obstructed labor, appendicitis, ty-
phoid and peptic ulcer perforations, massive goi-
ters, etc. My purpose became clear, and I knew I 
needed to train in a busy program that included 
time in a large public hospital, trauma and burn 
center, and world-class global health department. 
Several months later, I flew from Juba to Seattle 
and was in Dr. Karen Horvath’s office interviewing 
for general surgery residency. Six months later, I 
met Dr. Joseph Cuschieri in the elevator on my first 
night at Harborview. He introduced himself and 
asked what I wanted to do with my life. I told him I 
wanted his job (as a trauma surgeon, not his actual 
job). Now, 13 years later, I sit in an office next to his 
old one and use his famed Wishbook retractor—be 
careful what you wish for!

What is your area of research and 
how did you get involved/interested?

My predominant areas of research are injury pre-
vention and control and developing contextually 
useful models of trauma care in low-resource set-
tings. We have worked on defining burdens of in-
jury with population-proportional cluster-random-
ized household surveys; identifying and intervening 
on hazards related to road safety, cookstoves and 
chemical assault/acid attacks; conducting trials of 
decision-support tools, resuscitation strategies, 
and adaptive quality improvement programs; and 
improving the humanitarian trauma response. I 

have been very fortunate to work with wonderful 
mentors, colleagues, and trainees from around the 
world all of whom share a passion for preventing 
injury and improving care for the injured. 

What is the best career advice 
you’ve ever received?

Three pieces of advice stick out in my mind. Dr. 
Nicole Gibran, recent past UW Medicine Regional 
Burn Center Director, said something to the tune 
of, ”Bring your bench to the bedside - the most 
important ideas for innovation don’t come from 
inside your little mind, they come from your pa-
tients, their families, and teammates.” Dr. Gibran 
cultivated a culture of inquiry and using our clinical 
observations to identify and prioritize problems in 
need of solutions achieved only through research. 

Dr. Charlie Mock, our fearless leader in global sur-
gery and Head of the Global Injury Section at Har-
borview Injury Prevention and Research Center, 

reminds us to work with integrity, transparency, 
and inclusivity above all else. Much of the work 
we do as injury researchers in low-resource set-
tings is fraught with risk of death and disability, in 
settings where there are high rates of preventable 
burdens of disease. Protecting people, engineer-
ing safety into projects, building overall capacity to 
provide better care through research, and holding 
ourselves to higher standards than those of insti-
tutional review boards are tenets of his work and 
what he has taught his mentees (me included!). 

Dr. Tam Pham, a visionary and our highly effective 
Director of UW Medicine Regional Burn Center, has 
passed on numerous leadership and clinical pearls 
to his trainees, mentees, and junior colleagues. 
Perhaps his most quoted quip has been “Love the 
one you’re with!” It’s often easier to trod off on 
your own path than to pause, work with what you 
have, and bring people alongside you. By this, he 
reminds us to invest in our colleagues and current 
resources without defaulting to asking for more - 
the grass is only green where and when you water 
it. 

What have you found most 
challenging in your surgical career?

The injury and burn problems locally and globally 
are enormous and urgent. Despite working inces-
santly to address them, it feels like we hardly make 
a dent. That is hard to stomach, knowing how in-
jury impacts people, their families, and our soci-
ety at large. However, when we zoom in and see 
the effects of a career of work like those of Drs. 
Charles Mock, Benjamin Anderson, Ron Maier, Ei-
leen Bulger, Saman Arbabi, Lisa McIntyre, Grant 
O’Keefe, Tam Pham, Lorrie Langdale, Dana Lynge, 
and Nicole Gibran, and the growing impacts of ef-
forts like the Violence Intervention Program led by 
Dr. Deepika Nehra, the Surgical Palliative Care Pro-
gram led by Dr. Kathleen O’Connell, national and 
statewide policy changes that stemmed from work 
by Dr. John Scott, key data from which to develop 
personalized strategies to address shock and sep-
sis generated by Dr. Scott Brakenridge, advances 
in critical care practice guidelines led by Dr. Bryce 
Robinson, innovations in the electronic health re-

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  1 3 )

Barcl ay  Stewart,  MD,  PhD,  MPH
Assistant Professor

Division of Trauma, Burn & Critical Care Surgery

GETTING TO 
KNOW DOS

D r s .  B a r c l a y  S t e w a r t  a n d  K a j a l  M e h t a ,  C h i e f 
General Surger y resident,  in Ghana meeting with 
col laborators Dr. Adam Gyedu (surgeon and injur y 
control researcher at Kwame Nkrumah Universi t y 
of Science and Technology) and Commander Kwesi 
Nsaful  (surgeon and burn direc tor at 37 Mi l i tar y 
Hospital) to discuss logistics of U.S. Depar tment of 
Defense-funded, ‘Far-For ward, Fluid First,’ enteral 
r e su s c i t a t i o n (4 F  Ente r o Re su s)  f o r  maj o r  b u r n 
injur ies in Ghana: a hybr id t ype I I  ef fec t iveness-
implementation c luster randomized tr ial .

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/karen-horvath
https://hiprc.org/
https://hiprc.org/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/tam-pham
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/ronald-maier
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/eileen-bulger
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/eileen-bulger
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/saman-arbabi
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/lisa-mcintyre
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/grant-okeefe
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/grant-okeefe
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/tam-pham
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/lorrie-langdale
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/dana-lynge
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/deepika-nehra
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/kathleen-oconnell
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/scott-brakenridge
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/bryce-robinson
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/bryce-robinson
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/barclay-stewart#about-tab
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B a r c l ay  St e wa rt,  M D,  P h D,  M P H
Assistant Professor

Division of Trauma, Burn & Critical Care Surgery

GETTING TO 
KNOW DOS

What is the last book you read?

“Fire Weather” by John Valliant - an incredible story that 
weaves fire and climate science, dangers of the oil and natural 
gas industry, and human psychology together in Fort McMur-
ray, Alberta, Canada where the most destructive forest fire in 
recorded history stared into the face of disbelief. He also wrote 
“The Golden Spruce” and “The Tiger” - both are breathtaking 
reads that tell complex stories of clashing cultures (natural and 
human), differences in indigenous and other peoples’ environ-
mental reverence, and misunderstood/villainized underdogs 
trying to shine light on a shared path forward.

What TV show are you currently watching?

“David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet” - what a legacy he 
has generated by bringing the natural world to our conscious-
ness and challenging us to preserve our precious habitat and 
all its inhabitants. 

What is your go-to snack?

A cup of soup from the Harborview cafeteria!

What is your favorite guilty pleasure?

Cooking up something unnecessarily extravagant with my wife, 
Melissa. Although, we have to define chef and sous chef roles 
to avoid senseless friction surrounding direction, timing, and 
plating. Know where the landmines live!

Who is your inspiration and why?

There are so many, but it starts with my mom, a selfless civil 
servant and devoted mother (and now grandmother!). Now 
being a novice parent, I look back on her personal sacrifices, 
commitment to our personal growth, and strategic boundary 
setting as nothing short of heroic. 

If a movie was made about your life, 
who would play you?

Who knows? I just hope to provide sufficient inspirational con-
tent to balance my ample comedic follies to be in the running 
for Best Picture. However, if it turns out to be watchable at all I 
think that it would be more likely to win Best Film Editing. 

Rapid Fire

cord that allow us to provide safer and more efficient care created by 
Dr. Erik Van Eaton, and more, I realize that we do make dents in the 
problem. Those dents matter for people, and those people can tell 
you their story of how they mattered.

What is something you’ve accomplished 
this past year you’re most proud of?

The list is long! I’ve hugged patients in clinic who were thought to not 
have a chance of survival, I’ve watched my mentees become global 
leaders in their areas of expertise, we’ve met major milestones in clin-
ical trials in Nepal and Ghana, guidelines we wrote have been ratified 
by the World Health Organization, we now have colleagues in nursing, 
therapy and pharmacy within the burn center producing impactful 
research for the first time in their careers; my research coordinator 
has become an independent investigator, and, most of all, Melissa 
and I have a new partner in crime, Henry, who is now four months old 
and has the biggest, gummy smile you can imagine. I’m also incredibly 
proud to have an office on 7 Center Tower at Harborview. We have a 
clear and important mission, are surrounded by extraordinary clini-
cians and mentors, and get to train amazing residents and fellows to 
advance the work we do. 

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/erik-van-eaton
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( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  1 5 )

NEW 
FACULTY

W E L C O M E

B a s s e l  A l- A l a o,  M B B S ,  M D, 
M R C S I ,  F R C S I (C Th)
C l i n i c a l  A s s i s ta n t  P r o f e s s o r

D i v i s i o n  o f  C a r d i o t h o r a c i c  S u r g e r y

Bassel Al-Alao, MBBS, MD, MRCSI, 
FRCSI(CTh), joined the Division of Car-
diothoracic Surgery in January 2024 as a 
Clinical Assistant Professor.

Dr. Al-Alao’s practice site is UW Medical 
Center-Montlake as a cardiothoracic or-
gan procurement specialist. In addition, 
he will  provide essential cardiac and tho-
racic surgical duties and fully participate 
in the clinical education of our cardiotho-

racic residents and fellows. He will  work closely with Dr. Jay Pal, 
Professor and Surgical Director for Heart Transplantation and Me-
chanical Circulatory Support. 

Dr. Al-Alao received his medical degree from Damascus Univer-
sity, Syria, in 1999 and began his General Surgery training at that 
same site, continuing it in Ireland, until  2003. He then pursued his 
cardiothoracic surgical training in the U.K. until  2013. Dr. Al-Alao 
completed an one-year advanced thoracic surgical fellowship at 
the Mayo Clinic-Rochester, MN, an advanced adult cardiac fel-
lowship at Emory University then returned to the U.K. to John 
Radcliffe hospital at Oxford University from 2016 to 2017. He re-
located to the U.S. as Clinical Instructor at the University of Min-
nesota, and in 2018 was Clinical Associate for Thoracic Surgery at 
the Cleveland Clinic. He was a Consultant Cardiothoracic Surgeon 
at Cleveland Clinic/Fisher-Titus Medical Center affil iated hospi-
tal from 2019-2020. Dr. Al-Alao returned to the U.K. to contin-
ue his training in Cardiothoracic Surgery at Royal Brompton and 
Harefield Hospital from 2020-2022 and 2023 at Royal Papworth 
Hospital in Cardiothoracic Transplant Surgery.

R y u ta r o  H i r o s e ,  M D
P r o f e s s o r  &  C h i e f

D i v i s i o n  o f  Tr a n s p l a n t  S u r g e r y

Dr. Ryutaro Hirose was recently appointed 
Chief of the Division of Transplant Surgery 
a n d  C o - D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  U W  M e d i c i n e 
Transplant Institute, starting his position 
on November 1, 2023. Dr. Hirose is a senior 
and wel l-known transplant surgeon who 
had prev ious ly  worked at  UCSF.  He  has 
extensive experience in UNOS, within the 
American Society of Transplant Surgeons 
( A STS ) ,  a n d  h e  c u r re nt l y  s e r ve s  a s  t h e 
Surgical Director of the Scientific Registry 

of Transplant Recipients (SRTR). As a leader in transplantation, Dr. 
Hirose has served as Chair of the UNOS Liver Committee, Chair of 
the ASTS Fellowship Training Committee, the Standards and Quality 
Committee and served as Councilor at Large. He is currently the 
chair of the AASLD Liver Transplantation and Surgery Committee. 
As an academic surgeon he has focused on ischemia reperfusion 
injury in the past, has current and past research funding, and now 
has extensive publications and national/international presentations 
on policy and health services research.

Yu s h a  K at i e  L i u,  M D,  P h D
A s s i s ta n t  P r o f e s s o r

D i v i s i o n  o f  P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y

Dr. Yusha Katie Liu joined the Division of 
Plastic Surgery in September 2023. Dr. Liu 
received her doctorate degree in neurobi-
ology in 2014 and her medical degree in 
2016 from the University of Washington 
Medical Scientist Training Program before 
joining the UW Department of Surgery ’s 
integrated plastic surgery residency. 

Dr. Liu is a member of the DoS Division 
of Research. Her basic science interests 

include mechanisms of axonal regeneration and muscle dener-
vation/reinnervation. Her clinical/translational research focuses 
on surface EMG-based rehabilitation of muscle weakness, ultra-
sound in diagnosis and prognostication for peripheral nerve in-
juries, and functional outcomes after surgery. Dr. Liu’s science 
research home is in the UW Institute for Stem Cell & Regenera-
tive Medicine (ISCRM)  and her clinical research home is within 
the Surgical Outcomes Research Center (SORCE)  and the Clinical 
Learning, Evidence and Research (CLEAR) Center.

https://iscrm.uw.edu/
https://iscrm.uw.edu/
https://uwsurgery.org/sorce-intro/
https://theclearcenter.org/
https://theclearcenter.org/
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2023 Harkins

DistinguisHeD alumnus

The Department 
of Surgery at 

the University of 
Washington has had 
many graduates 
with significant and 
essential contributions 
to the art and science 

of medicine and surgery; even among this 
group, Dr. Martin Schreiber’s contributions 
shine brightly. Dr. Schreiber continues 
to be one of the most respected experts 
in trauma-induced coagulopathy and 
hemorrhage control. His contributions 
form the cornerstone of our current 
management of the injured patient.

Dr. Schreiber graduated with honors from 
the University of Chicago with a Bach-
elor of Arts in Chemistry in 1984. He 

then obtained his medical degree from 
Case Western Reserve University in 1988. 
After completing his surgical internship at 
Madigan Army Medical Center, he joined 
the University of Washington as a general 
surgery resident in 1989, and completed 
his general surgery training in 1994. After 
his general surgery training, he completed 
his Trauma and Surgical Critical Care train-
ing at the University of Washington and 
Harborview Medical Center in 1995. He 
then spent four years on active duty at Wil-
liam Beaumont Army Medical Center and 
subsequently, Baylor College of Medicine 
as an Assistant Professor of Surgery. In 
2008, he moved to Oregon Health and Sci-
ence University as a Professor of Surgery, 
where he currently is the Division Chief 
for Trauma, Critical Care, and Acute Care 
Surgery and the Trauma Medical Director. 
He is also active in both bench and clinical 
research and is also a Professor of Physiol-
ogy and Pharmacology.

Dr. Schreiber has extensive active military 
service and is currently a colonel in the 
United States Army Reserve. He has had 
multiple leadership positions in various de-
ployed settings, including Chief of Trauma, 
228th combat support Hospital in Tikrit, 
Iraq; The Joint Theater Trauma System Di-
rector for Iraq and Afghanistan; and Chief 
of Trauma of the 932nd Forward Surgical 
Team in Shank, Afghanistan.

Dr. Schreiber is a well-known national and 
international expert in the management 
of patients with traumatic injury. He has 
made significant contributions in almost 
every aspect of trauma care. His promi-
nent contributions to our understanding 
of trauma-induced coagulopathy have 
improved the care of the trauma patients 
with advanced hemorrhage control. 

He continues to receive extensive fund-
ing from both government and industry, 
though perhaps his biggest contribution is 
in training multiple future trauma leaders. 

As a member of the combined orthopaedics 
and plastic surgery UW Hand Center ,  Dr. Liu’s 

clinical practice focuses on hand and peripher-
al nerve surgery. Dr. Liu has also led the creation of 

the Northwest Institute for Nerve Injury at Harborview Medical 
Center,  a new multidisciplinary clinic caring for peripheral nerve 
patients, in close collaboration with the Department of Rehabili-
tation Medicine, Department of Neurosurgery, and Department 
of Radiology.

G l o r i a  K i m ,  M D,  M P H ,  M S
A s s i s ta n t  P r o f e s s o r

D i v i s i o n  o f  Va s c u l a r  S u r g e r y

Gloria Kim, MD, joined the Division of Vas-
cular Surgery as Assistant Professor in Oc-
tober 2023. She graduated from Welles-
ley College with a BA in Computer Science 
and earned her MD from the University 
of California, Los Angeles in 2016. She 
completed an integrated Vascular Surgery 
residency at the University of Michigan, 
which included two years of dedicated re-
search and a Master of Science in Health 
and Healthcare Research from the Univer-

sity of Michigan. During the two years of dedicated research, Dr. 
Kim received T32 funding and was a University of Michigan Cen-
ter for Healthcare Outcomes & Policy  fellow as well as an active 
member of a multidisciplinary aging research group. In a prior ca-

reer, her work involved health policy research at one of the larg-
est county public health departments in the country. She also has 
a Master of Public Health in Biostatistics and Epidemiology from 
Keck School of Medicine of the University of Southern California.

Dr. Kim’s practice site is VA Puget Sound Health Care System, cov-
ering scheduled outpatient clinics and inpatient and outpatient 
surgeries. She holds clinical privileges at UW Medical Center-
Montlake, UW Medical Center-Northwest, and Harborview Medi-
cal Center, participating in divisional clinical call coverage and 
rotation at all  sites with fellow vascular surgery attendings.

Dr. Kim’s research focuses on optimizing surgical care for frail 
patients, improving disparities in vascular surgery, better un-
derstanding the patient-doctor relationship with the aim of en-
hancing shared treatment decisions for peripheral artery disease, 
taking a wide-angle approach to improving patient-reported out-
comes, and developing new technology to improve patient care. 
She also conducts research evaluating clinical outcomes and has 
significant research experience using large administrative data 
and registry data as well as qualitative research methods. Dr. 
Kim’s long-term goal is to facilitate patient-centered care in real-
world clinical settings through valuable, easily applicable ways. 

Dr. Kim participated in clinical education during her residency as 
a vascular surgery trainee curriculum coordinator and as an in-
structor for the University of Michigan Clinical Simulation Center. 
She will  continue her teaching responsibilities for the depart-
ment ’s medical students, residents, and fellows both in the clinic 
and operating room, as well as participate in scheduled didactic 
sessions for medical students and residents.

NEW FACULTYW E L C O M E

https://orthop.washington.edu/patient-care/hand/university-of-washington-hand-center.html
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/northwest-nerve-injury-harborview
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/northwest-nerve-injury-harborview
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A f ter  33 years  of  serv ice, 
Dr.  James D.  Perk ins 

ret i red from his  pos i t ion as 
Professor  of  Transplant  Sur-

gery,  Department  of  Surgery 
(DoS) ,  at  the Univers i ty  of  Wash -

ington Medical  Center. 

Dr.  Perk ins  received his  undergraduate degree from the Uni -
vers i ty  of  Arkansas  in  L i tt le  Rock in  1974,  and then graduated 
medical  school  f rom the Univers i ty  of  Arkansas  Medical  Sc ience 
Campus in  1979.  He subsequent ly  tra ined in  General  Surgery 
at  the Univers i ty  of  Kansas  School  of  Medic ine,  fo l lowed by 
tra in ing in  Transplantat ion at  the Univers i ty  of  Utah Col lege of 
Medic ine and the Mayo Graduate School  of  Medic ine.  In  1989, 
he was recruited to  lead the Div is ion of  Transplant  Surgery  at 
the Univers i ty  of  Washington Medical  Center. 

Dur ing h is  tenure as  Chief  of  Transplant  Surgery  (1989-2004) , 
Dr.  Perk ins  establ ished L iver  Transplantat ion in  the Paci f ic 
Northwest  ( in  adults  and chi ldren) ,  by  p ioneer ing innovat ive 
procedures  inc luding:  sp l i t- l iver  transplants  (where a  deceased 
donor  l iver  can save the l ives  of  two rec ip ients ,  f i rst  l ive  l iv-
er  donor  ( f rom a mother  who gave part  of  her  l iver  to  save 
her  chi ld) ,  and further  expanded pancreas  transplantat ion and 
k idney transplantat ion by help ing develop a  k idney transplant 
chain. 

In  2004,  he stepped down as  d iv is ion chief  and focused on the 
development of  qual i ty  assurance in i t iat ives  and outcomes 
research in  transplantat ion.  In  2010,  he formed a  new “think 
tank“  for  improving transplant  pat ient  care,  becoming director 
of  the h ighly  publ ished research laboratory,  Cl inical  and Bio-
Analyt ics  Transplant  Laboratory (CBATL) .  CBATL has  supported 
research for  numerous DoS faculty,  res idents ,  and medical  stu -
dents ,  and has  contr ibuted to  Transplantat ion,  P last ic  Surgery, 
and Internat ional  Medic ine f ie lds .  Several  years  later,  in  2013, 
he created and became Director  of  the Transplantomics  Re -
search Laboratory,  which generated the Gerber-funded study: 
Genomic  Analys is  of  Hepatoblastoma in  Chi ldren:  P i lot  study to 
ident i fy  speci f ic  genes  indicat ing recurrence after  treatment 
for  hepatoblastoma for  future longitudinal  studies ,  among oth -
er  research. 

While  in  the DoS,  Dr.  Perk ins  fu l f i l led other  notable  ro les:  He 
was Associate  Medical  Director  for  Transplantat ion,  a  Univer-
s i ty  of  Washington School  of  Medic ine representat ive to  the 

AAMC,  Vice  Chair  of  Qual i ty,  and Chairman of  the Cl in ica l  Work-
ing  Group in  Qual i ty  (dur ing which t ime he developed a  dash -
board for  the DoS) .  He a lso served as  a  member on several 
committees:  Faculty  Senate,  Qual i ty  Overs ight  Committee,  and 
was the Department  of  Surgery  representat ive  to  the Univers i ty 
of  Washington IRB.

Dr.  Perk ins  has  cont inued to  be product ive in  research over 
the years ,  producing over  350 publ icat ions!  His  research in -
terests  inc lude improving surg ica l  care  through evidence-based 
c l in ica l  guidel ines  and cont inuous performance measures,  out-
comes research,  machine learning to  bui ld  predict ive  models 
that  improve pat ient  care,  and process  improvement in  c l in i -
cal  care.  In  2015,  he obtained his  Masters  of  Sc ience in  Ma -
chine Learning from Northwestern Univers i ty,  which honed his 
technica l  expert ise  and helped him develop models  to  predict 
readmiss ions,  re ject ion,  b i l iary  compl icat ions,  seps is ,  del i r ium 
and length of  hospita l  stay.  His  contr ibut ions  have resulted in 
s igni f icant  improvements  in  c l in ica l  care  and development of 
c l in ica l  standards,  u l t imately  impact ing pat ient  outcomes.

Dr.  Perk ins  wi l l  be h ired 
back as  Professor  Emeri -
tus  on February  1st ,  and 
wil l  cont inue to  provide 
h is  expert ise  to  the Div i -
s ion of  Transplant  Surgery 
by support ing analyt ic 
and qual i ty improvement 
projects ,  mainta in ing 
current  predict ive  mod-
els ,  and bui ld ing new 
predict ive  models .  With 
h is  newfound free t ime, 
Dr.  Perk ins  intends to 
spend more t ime vaca-
t ioning with h is  chi ldren 
and grandchi ldren,  and 
cont inues  to  enjoy the 
world of  horse breed -
ing  and rac ing through-
out  the country.  He st i l l 
checks  h is  UW emai l  f i rst 
th ing in  the morning and 
acknowledges  that  th is  i s 
a hard habit  to  break!

Fac u lt y R e t i r e m e n t s
D r .  J a m e s  P e r k i n s

https://uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/cbatl/
https://uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/cbatl/
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I first met Dr. Ben Anderson 
at a visiting professor lec-

ture he gave at Massachusetts 
General Hospital when I was in 

fellowship. My first impression 
was that he was high-energy and 

extraordinarily passionate about his 
work in global breast health. Plus, he gave, as 

I would later come to know is par for the course for Ben, a polished, 
energetic (arm gesticulations abound and serve to enhance the deliv-
ery!) and riveting talk that made you want to follow in his footsteps. 
Ben was a big reason I was initially drawn to the University of Wash-
ington (UW). When I spoke with Ben that day about jobs after fel-
lowship, he shared with me that he attributed much of his success to 
the support and leadership of the UW Department of Surgery, led by 
Dr. Carlos Pellegrini at the time. After completing his surgical oncol-
ogy fellowship training at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in 
1994, Dr. Anderson was recruited to UW. In 1996, along with his surgi-
cal partners Drs. David Byrd and Roger Moe, Ben built the two main 
clinics which stand today: the Breast Health Clinic and the Breast 
Cancer Specialty Clinic, the first multidisciplinary breast cancer 
clinic of its kind in the PNW. 

Ben is nationally and internationally renowned for his life’s work striv-
ing to diagnose and treat breast cancer at earlier stages in low- and 
middle-income countries around the globe. Since launching the Breast 
Health Global Initiative (BHGI) in 2002 using seed grant funding from 
the Komen Foundation, Ben grew in prominence to be recognized and 
recruited by the World Health Organization (WHO) in Switzerland in 
2020. As a WHO Consultant and Medical Officer in Cancer Control 
from 2020-2023, he led the launch of the Global Breast Cancer Initia-
tive in 2021, the framework of which was based upon what he devel-
oped with BHGI, emphasizing the importance of earlier detection and 
comprehensive treatment to reduce breast cancer mortality. 

Throughout his prolific career, Ben served as an extraordinary men-
tor and sponsor to the faculty within our Breast Section. He would 
frequently give junior faculty opportunities to first-author articles in 
prestigious journals like JAMA Oncology, which he’d been invited to 
contribute to, to speak at national meetings on topics he was the true 
expert on, and recommended us for appointment to national com-
mittees such as the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) 
Breast Screening and Treatment Guidelines Panels. He also self-effac-
ingly recommended his junior faculty rather than himself for promi-
nent journal editorial board positions and for committees within our 

national organizations, the Society of Surgical Oncology (SSO) and 
the American Society of Breast Surgeons (ASBrS). Ben also kept us all 
abreast (pun intended) with the latest and greatest in breast surgery, 
sending emails and journal articles while traveling on intercontinental 
flights that could rival any Up-to-Date chapter on what he summarized 
from his review of the literature on any given topic. He also injected 
every one of his emails with humor. Ben expressed gratitude to all of 
us on a regular basis, whether through bringing back chocolates from 
one of his trips abroad to thank us for covering his patients or host-
ing a backyard barbeque replete with a magician for the entire breast 
health clinic staff. Now it is our turn to thank YOU, Ben, for your many 
years as our leader in Breast Health and Breast Surgery. We will miss 
you greatly and look forward to seeing all that you accomplish in your 
new position at MGO City Cancer Challenge (C/Can)!

Sara Javid, MD
Professor & Section Chief, Breast Surgery

Division of General Surgery

Fac u lt y R e t i r e m e n t s
D r .  B e n j a m i n  A n d e r s o n

https://www.fredhutch.org/en/diseases/breast-cancer/breast-health-clinic.html?size=n_10_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=search_result_type&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Provider%20Profile&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=projects&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Breast%20Health%20Clinic&sort-field=provider_last_name&sort-direction=asc
https://www.fredhutch.org/en/diseases/breast-cancer.html
https://www.fredhutch.org/en/diseases/breast-cancer.html
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On January 3rd, 2024, 
after 20 years of service, 

Dr. Jorge Reyes, the Roger 
K. Gieseke Distinguished 

Chair and Professor of Surgery 
at the University of Washington 

(UW), retired from his position in the 
Division of Transplant Surgery. Prior to joining 

the UW Department of Surgery as Chief of Transplant Surgery, Dr. 
Reyes gained national and international recognition during his early 
professional career at the University of Pittsburgh as a protegee of the 
famed Dr. Thomas Starzl, aka the “Father of Modern Transplantation,” 
the surgeon who performed the first human liver transplant. While 
at Pitt, Dr. Reyes completed his fellowship in transplantation and 
continued on to become Director of Pediatric Transplantation, 
forging developmental strides in pediatric transplantation, split liver 
transplantation, and intestinal transplantation. He also managed to 
squeeze in time to found and direct the still popular Camp Chihopi 
Children’s Summer Transplant Camp in Morgantown, West Virginia, 
a camp that promotes self-esteem for former transplant pediatric 
patients in an environment where they interact with other children 
with similar medical backgrounds.

Dr. Reyes’ accomplishments since joining the UW in July 2004 as 
Chief of the Division of Transplant Surgery and Chief of Pediatric 
Transplantation at Seattle Children’s Hospital, have been just as 
impressive. Dr. Reyes was the first surgeon to be appointed The Roger 
K. Giesecke Distinguished Chair in Transplant Surgery, which has 
supported the groundbreaking Living Donor Liver Transplant program 
since its inception. During this time he ushered further growth in 
transplantation of all organs, improving quality and outcomes and 
with national recognition for increasing the utilization of organs. The 
Seattle Children’s Hospital experienced similar growth and national 
recognition, with the establishment of intestinal failure management 
and transplantation. Several generations of trainees experienced 
this environment of change and excellence, many going on to forge 
programs around the country. The Transplant Surgery Division is a 
team of skilled and academically strong surgeons. His contributions 
included research in the development of new immunosuppressive 
drug trials, minimization of immunosuppression in children, and 
tolerance induction; with a clinical focus on transplantation of hepatic 
segments, intestinal transplantation, intestinal failure management, 
and development of transplantation services in other countries. Dr. 
Reyes published over 360 articles and 47 book chapters, and presented 

nationally and internationally on transplant issues. Beyond academia, 
Dr. Reyes exerted his influence politically in leadership roles for various 
national and international transplant organizations, including the 
United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), and endeavored to make a 
difference culturally in the Department of Surgery itself by establishing 
and serving as Chair of the Department of Surgery’s Diversity Council. 
During this time, he expanded its membership, oversaw the creation 
of the Diversity Council website, and helped sponsor a newly created 
Diversity sub-intern fund, which continues to help minorities finance 
their medical training. For his final hurrah, Dr. Reyes advocated and 
developed the platform for the formation of the future UW Medicine 
Transplant Institute, an organizational paradigm that will provide the 
care needed to face ongoing challenges in healthcare and disease.

Dr. Reyes’ absence will be strongly felt by the Department of 
Surgery and the transplant community, but his contributions will 
live on through the lasting influence of his academic, sociopolitical, 
and cultural contributions, and most importantly, his patients. 
Interestingly, his retirement chapter has become another journey 
since he has taken on a position of Professor of Research at the Starzl 
Transplant Institute (STI) at the University of Pittsburgh, the birthplace 
of modern transplantation. Together with their renowned transplant 
team, Dr. Reyes is taking his three decades in transplantation (and 
four decades in surgery) to help translate STI’s cutting-edge research 
to the bedside. Perhaps old surgeons never really retire.

D r.  R e y e s  e a r l y  i n  h i s  s u r g i c a l  c a r e e r “ W e  t e l l  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  t h e s e 
a r e  t h e  r e a l - l i f e  s u p e r h e r o e s ”

-  J a r a d  ( t r a n s p l a n t  p a t i e n t )

Fac u lt y R e t i r e m e n t s
D r .  J o r g e  R e y e s

https://give.uwmedicine.org/give/?source=SURDEI
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Dr. Benjamin starnes 
steppeD Down as 
Division CHief of 
vasCular surgery

I n October  2023,  Dr.  Benjamin Starnes 
stepped down as  Div is ion Chief  of  Vas -

cular  Surgery.  I  have been impressed with 
Dr.  Starnes '  thoughtfulness  and se l f less -
ness  in  want ing to  support  proact ive  suc-
cess ion p lanning and leadership  growth 
for  others  in  the d iv is ion.  Many hold 
onto our  leadership  pos i t ions  unt i l  we 
ret i re ,  however,  Dr.  Starnes  is  far  f rom 
ret i rement  with  h is  energy,  v is ion,  and 
innovat ive ideas,  yet  he has  decided he 
would l ike  to  focus  h is  energies  in  other 
areas  and a l low leadership  opportunit ies 
for  others  a long with cont inued and new 
v is ion for  vascular  surgery  growth.  Dr. 
Niten S ingh  agreed to  step in  as  Inter im 
Div is ion Chief,  whi le  we conduct  a  na -
t ional  search for  our  next  d iv is ion chief. 
Dr.  Kris  Calhoun ,  Vice-Chair  for  Faculty 
Affa irs  and Development,  Professor,  Di -
vis ion of  General  Surgery,  has  agreed to 
chair  th is  search.

In  2006,  Dr.  Starnes  was recruited as  Di -
vis ion Chief  of  Vascular  Surgery—a div i -
s ion with a  r ich  legacy of  leadership  un-
der  Eugene Strandness  and Alec  C lowes. 
Dr.  Starnes  is  the longest  serv ing chief 
of  the Vascular  Surgery  Div is ion,  and his 
impact  on our  c l in ica l ,  educat ion,  and re -
search programs has  been nothing short 
of  t ransformat ional .  Under  h is  leader-

ship,  vascular  surgery  c l in ica l  volumes 
have grown 1300%,  faculty  have grown 
from s ix  to  16,  a  new vascular  surgery 
integrated res idency was in i t iated,  now 
grown to two res idents  per  year  and is 
considered one of  the best  vascular  res i -
dencies  in  the country.  Dr.  Starnes  has 
received nat ional  recognit ion for  reduc-
ing  morta l i ty  f rom ruptured abdominal 
aort ic  aneurysms and obtained two In -
vest igat ional  Device Exemptions  for  FDA 
c l in ica l  t r ia ls  to  provide innovat ive care 
for  pat ients  with  aort ic  d isease.  He has 
been recognized for  innumerable  “f i rsts ,” 
part icular ly  in  fenestrated endografts 
and Phys ic ian Modif ied Endografts .  Un -
der  h is  leadership,  the vascular  surgery 
d iv is ion surpassed 100 publ icat ions  per 
year  in  recent  years  for  their  c l in ica l  and 
research work.  He was the 34th Pres i -
dent  of  the Western Vascular  Society  and 
i s  the inaugural  holder  of  the Alexander 
Whitehi l l  C lowes Endowed Chair.

F inal ly,  I  know that  what  Dr.  Starnes  is 
most  proud of  i s  the faculty  he has  re-
cruited and mentored at  UW, and the 
res idents  and fe l lows they have tra ined 
together  who are becoming their  own 
leaders  in  vascular  surgery.  Dr.  Starnes  has 
been an inspirat ion for  me to work with 
in  my t ime as  chair,  and I  am constant ly 
amazed by h is  enthusiasm,  strength of 
character,  and his  commitment  to  h is 
team and to  h is  pat ients .  I  a lso  admire 
h is  thoughtfulness  to  g ive  room for  oth-
ers  and his  courage to  step away from the 
off ic ia l  leadership  ro le  into new commit-
ments.  Dr.  Starnes  wi l l  cont inue to  be an 
important  force in  vascular  surgery  and 
in  our  department.  P lease jo in  me in  con-
gratulat ing and thanking Dr.  Starnes  for 
his  incredible  accompl ishments  over  the 
past  17 years ,  and wishing h im cont inued 
success  in  h is  ongoing ventures.

Douglas  E .  Wood,  MD,  FACS,  FRCSEd
The Henry  N.  Hark ins  Professor  & Chair
Department  of  Surgery
Univers i ty  of  Washington

Dr. russell ettinger 
interim CHief of 
peDiatriC plastiC 
surgery

D r. Russel l  Ett inger  was  named the in-
ter im Chief  of  Pediatr ic  P last ic  Sur-

gery,  a  pos i t ion recent ly  vacated by Dr. 
R ichard Hopper.  Dr.  Ett inger  was se lected 
due to  h is  knowledge of  the d iv is ion and 
Seatt le  Chi ldren’s ,  and for  the respect  he 
has from the faculty  and teams that  com-
pr ise  the pediatr ic  and craniofac ia l  p las-
t ic  surgery  programs.  Dr.  Ett inger  wi l l 
serve in  th is  capacity  unt i l  a  new Chief 
has been selected.  Dr.  Steven Lee  i s  lead-
ing the search committee for  the inter-
nal  search for  the next  Chief  of  Pediatr ic 
Plast ic  Surgery,  which is  a  Sect ion Chief 
posit ion in  the Div is ion of  P last ic  Surgery 
and Department  of  Surgery,  and a  Div i -
s ion Chief  pos i t ion at  Seatt le  Chi ldren’s 
Hospita l .  Dr.  Lee and the search commit-
tee are  evaluat ing the candidates  for  th is 
pos i t ion and are expected to  provide a 
recommendat ion in  February.

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/benjamin-starnes
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/niten-singh
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/kristine-calhoun
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/russell-ettinger
https://www.seattlechildrens.org/directory/steven-leung-lee


SURGERYnews

S U R G E R Y  S Y N O P S I S  W I N T E R  2 0 2 4  P A G E  2 0

P atients with cardiovascular diseases 
are amongst the most l ikely to expe-

r ience a “code blue” in the hospital .  Ad-
vanced cardiac l i fe support (ACLS) was 
developed to provide an emergency re-
sponse for these patients and is  the stan-
dard of  care for medical  personnel.  How-
ever,  patients who have undergone recent 
cardiac surgery require a special ized re-
sponse.  In 2017,  the Society of  Thoracic 
Surgeons Task Force on Resuscitat ion 
After Cardiac Surgery,  including UW tho-
racic  surgeon Dr.  Aaron Cheng ,  endorsed 
a modif ication known as CALS (Cardiac 
Advanced Life Support) .  CALS priorit izes 
defibri l lat ion and cardiac pacing before 
chest compressions,  and prepares for 
emergent sternotomy.

For the past 18 months,  Jennifer Peter-
son ,  ARNP, Lead Advanced Practice Pro-
vider in the Divis ion of  Cardiothoracic 
Surgery,  has led a mult idiscipl inary effort 
to reimagine the code response process 
at the University of  Washington Medical 
Center. 

This new process,  Surgical  Cardiac Code, 
led to the creation of  a new code team 
with specif ic  training and expertise in the 
management of  patients with cardiovas-
cular diseases,  postoperative patients, 

and those with mechanical  c irculatory 
support devices.  In an emergency s itua-
t ion,  this  team is  capable of  performing 
heart  surgery in the ICU, including placing 
patients on ECMO (extracorporeal  mem-
brane oxygenator—a mobile variat ion of 
the heart  lung machine used in the oper-
ating room).

“We learned that these highly complex 
code situations could benefit  from im-
proved coordination between code team 
members,  the surgical  team, the ECMO 
team, our nursing staff,  and the required 
equipment.  This  work has helped us de-
f ine,  streamline,  and most importantly, 
practice our response together with the 
mult idiscipl inary team in a high-f idel ity 
simulation environment to best care for 
our patients in the event of  arrest.”  
-  Jennifer Peterson

Jordan Surrusco,  PA-C,  in the Divis ion of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery,  and Janet Regan-
Baggs,  DNP, ACNS-BD, CCNS, CCRN-K Crit i -
cal  Care & MCS Cl inical  Nurse Special ist , 
led the training,  which included high-f i-
del ity s imulation supported by WISH .

The new surgical  cardiac code response 
wil l  go l ive on February 6,  2024.

CALS - CarDiaC aDvanCeD life support

Photo credit :  Kevin  Ke

Dr. Aaron Cheng Jennifer
Peterson, ARNP

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/aaron-cheng
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/jennifer-a-peterson
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/jennifer-a-peterson
https://wish.washington.edu/
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honors & awards

fall 2023 uw meDiCine

Cares awarD winners

The UW Medicine Cares Awards were established 
in  20 13  to  fo r ma l l y  re co gn ize  a n d ce l e b r a t e 
the accomplishment s of  indiv iduals  and teams 
who consis tent ly  e xempl i f y  our  UW Medic ine 
Ser vice Culture Guidel ines .  Nominees go above 
and beyond to suppor t  other member s of  the 
UW Medicine communit y.

A a r o n  C h e n g ,  M D
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r
D i v i s i o n  o f  C a r d i o t h o r a c i c  S u r g e r y

A s  H a r b o r v i ew ’s  p r i m a r y  t h o r a c i c 
surgeon, Dr. Aaron Cheng is consistently 
thoughtful and compassionate and is 
widely considered to be an outstanding 
colleague and consultant. He collaborates 

well with a variety of teams within the UW Medicine system 
to provide the best care for his patients, and he is committed 
to his patients, collaboration, teamwork, and the pursuit of 
excellence.

M e g h a n  F l a n a g a n ,  M D,  M P H
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r
D i v i s i o n  o f  G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y

Dr. Meghan Flanagan  goes above and 
beyond with her patients who have 
recently been diagnosed with breast 
cancer. She also goes above and beyond 
with the staff in her clinic. Dr. Flanagan 

is a mentor who takes care to make everyone feel valued as 
part of the team, inspiring her colleagues to greater achieve-
ments through her leadership of the Breast Surgery Clinic. She 
is a consummate academic physician who attains excellence 
in domains as broad as patient care, research, education, 
mentorship of residents and medical students. She leads with 
grace using a supportive, mature leadership style.

Dr. Jonathan Sham

receiveS Both early Stage 
inveStigator awarD &

the charleS a. coltman Jr. fellowShip

 Dr. raymonD yeung receiveS u01 funDing

for ai technology in cancer care

Dr. Jonathan Sham, Assistant Professor, Division of General Surgery, 
was honored at the 2023 SWOG Fall Group Meeting in Chicago, 
Illinois, for receiving both the Early Stage Investigator Award 
and the prestigious Charles A. Coltman, Jr. Fellowship from the 
Hope Foundation for Cancer research. Through his work in SWOG, 
Dr. Sham is National Principal Investigator of S2408: Multicenter 
Randomized Trial of Lanreotide for the Prevention of Postoperative 
Pancreatic Fistulae.  Dr. Sham is seen here with his study mentor, 
Dr. Robert Krouse (University of Pennsylvania). 

Dr. Raymond Yeung, Professor & Section 
Chief, HPB Surgery, Division of General 
Surgery, was awarded a U01 grant in part-
nership with Dr. Taran Gujral, Associate 
Professor, Human Biology Division, Fred 
Hutch Cancer Center, for their proposal, 
SMARTCORE Technology. This project will 
use AI and patient tissue to identify potential 
cancer therapies for ultra-rare cancers.

https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/aaron-cheng#about-tab
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/meghan-flanagan#about-tab
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/jonathan-sham#about-tab
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/raymond-yeung#about-tab
https://www.fredhutch.org/en/faculty-lab-directory/gujral-taran.html
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Dr.  Shane Morrison  was selected as  one of 
60 Scholars  who wi l l  form the Pres ident ia l 
Leadership  Scholars ’  (PLS)  n inth  c lass .  For 
nearly a decade, PLS has served as a catalyst for 
a diverse network of leaders brought together 
to col laborate and create meaningful  change 
in the United States and around the world as 
they learn about leadership through the lens of 
the presidential experiences of George W. Bush, 
William J. Clinton, George H.W. Bush, and Lyndon 
B. Johnson and their administrations.

Scholars were chosen based on their leadership 
growth potent ia l  and the strength of  their 
personal leadership projects aimed at improving 
civic engagement or social good by addressing a 
problem or need in their community, the country, 
or the world. Over the course of the program, 
S c h o l a rs  w i l l  t rave l  to  e a c h  p a r t i c i p at i n g 
presidential center to learn from key former ad-
ministration officials, business and civic leaders, 
and leading academics. They will  study and put 
into practice varying approaches to leadership 
and exchange ideas to help strengthen their 
impact in the communities they serve. 

Dr. Morrison is an Assistant Professor of Plastic 
Surgery  and Adjunct  Ass istant  Professor  of 
Urology. He and his colleagues offer comprehen-
sive gender-affirming surgery, and his research 
interests are in surgical  and patient-reported 
outcomes in gender-affirming surgery. 

Beginning on January 24th in Washington, DC, Dr. 
Morrison will  spend six months developing his 
initiative focused on improving the knowledge 
base about gender-affirming care and the quality 
of its delivery. He hopes to learn from the diverse 
set of other scholars about the implications of 
this work.

Dr. sHane morrison 
seleCteD as 

2024 presiDential 
leaDersHip sCHolar

Dr. elina Quiroga inDuCteD 
into aCs aCaDemy of master 
surgeon eDuCators 

Dr. Elina Quiroga,  Associate Professor, Division of 
Vascular Surger y, and Program Director, Vascular 
Surgery Integrated Residency and Vascular Surgery 
Fellowship, was inducted as an Associate Member in 
the American College of Surgeons (ACS) Academy of 
Master Surgeon Educators® on October 6, 2023. Dr. 
Quiroga is among a group of 63 esteemed surgical 
educators inducted and the sixth cohort of members 
inducted into this distinguished Academy. 

The f irst inaugural cohort was inducted in 2018 and 
the Academy has since grown to include 358 Members, Associate Members, 
and Af f i l iate Members who represent ten surgical specialties other than 
general surger y. Once inducted, Academy members actively engage in 
advancing the Academy ’s programs and goals, which are to advance the 
science and practice of innovative l i felong surgical education, training, 
and scholarship in the changing milieu of health care; foster the exchange 
of creative ideas and collaboration; support the development and recogni -
tion of faculty; underscore the importance of l i felong surgical education 
and training; positively impact quality and patient safety through lifelong 
surgical education and training; disseminate advances in education and 
training to al l  surgeons;  and of fer mentorship to surgeon educators 
throughout their professional careers.

Dr. HannaH wilD awarDeD

tHe Humanitarian granD CHallenges 
grant anD niH fogarty gloBal HealtH 
eQuity sCHolars fellowsHip

Dr. Hannah Wild,  Research Resident, was awarded 
a Humanitarian Grand Challenges Grant funded by 
USAID, UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 
Of f ice,  Government of the Nether lands Ministr y 
of  Fore ign Af f a i r s ,  and Global  Af f a i r s  C anada/
Grand Chal lenges C anada.  The grant i s  250,0 0 0 
CAD and successful projects are el igible for up to 
1,500,000 CAD Phase 2 funding to scale. The focus 
of this project is to enhance coordination between 
humanitarian mine action and trauma care strength-

ening for c iv i l ian vic tims of explosive weapons. She wil l  work with the 
mine action operator Mines Advisory Group (MAG) and local par tners to 
conduct a pi lot implementation of layperson f irst responder trainings 
in Burkina Faso among communities af fected by improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs). She has also received a NIH Fogar ty Global Health Equity 
Scholars Fellowship through Yale University for her second research year 
working under the mentorship of Dr. Barclay Stewart,  Assistant Professor, 
Division of Trauma, Burn & Critical Care Surgery and Dr. Nicolas Meda at 
the University of Joseph Ki-Zerbo in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.

https://www.seattlechildrens.org/directory/shane-douglas-morrison/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/elina-quiroga
https://uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-training/current-projects/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/barclay-stewart
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The primary purpose of the Douglas E. Wood 
Fellowship for Diversity in Surgical Education 

and Leadership is to enhance the University of 
Washington’s ability to promote diversity within 
the UW Department of Surgery by supporting the 
department’s ability to recruit, retain, and provide 
opportunities for professional development for 
faculty, residents, and fellows in the Department 

of Surgery. Managed by the Office of Healthcare Equity (OHCE), a 
2024 fellow has been selected. Dr. Thais Calderon, Plastic Surgery 
PGY-3, has been selected to teach alongside DEI Plastics and Re-

constructive Surgery (PRS) Leaders at the 2024 ACEPS Meeting as 
part of the third annual PREPPED initiative. PREPPED (Plastic Sur-
gery Research, Education, and Preparation Promoting Equity and 
Diversity) is a plastic surgery and reconstructive surgery program 
for under-represented in medicine third year medical students.  This 
encompasses those students who identify as low social economical 
background, part of a racial minority, or those without a home pro-
gram. Dr. Calderon was selected due to her strong application and 
goals for utilization of funds. She hopes to continue to contribute 
to efforts of diversifying the PRS field by attending the PREPPED 
boot camp as a UW representative and resident educator. This op-
portunity allows Dr. Calderon to represent the UW Department of 
Surgery and its values such as DEI, but it will also be a tremen-
dous networking opportunity within PRS for her ongoing career 
development. Please join us in congratulating Dr. Calderon on this 
achievement in being named a Douglas E. Wood Fellow.

2023 uw meDicine well-Being grant awarDeeS

Thanks to a generous donation, UW Medicine 
awarded well-being grants for projects that 

support impactful activities, programming, 
projects, and applied research that aligns with 
the goals of improving the workplace and 
learning environment for our community. The 
Department of Surgery community received the 
following awards.

NW Breast Surgery Clinic, Surgical 
Services and Hernia Center and NW 
Colorectal Surgery—New Team 
Bonding and Well Being 2023
The NW Meridian Pavilion New Team Bond-
ing grant will focus their grant funds on a team 
bonding event. This team has 2-35 years of 
commitment in their perspective specialties 
and at the UW Medical Center. This team was 
told to involuntarily uproot their home (clinic), 
off site last year. After displaying a respectful 
amount of resilience and change management 
skills they would benefit greatly from a day of 
bonding with their new combined team. The 
well-being grant funds will go towards a Sound-
ers FC game for the team to kick start the path 
of new memories together.

General Surgery 
Education Reform
The General Surgery Education Reform Group is 
a resident-led initiative to completely reimagine 
our weekly education conference. Currently we 

divide senior and junior residents with alternat-
ing weeks of education conference. Our vision 
is to instead unite all levels of general surgery 
residents each week for enhanced education, 
fostering resident-to-resident mentorship, en-
suring consistent attendance, and flattening 
the PGY hierarchy. This grant funding will help 
to provide for a conference space large enough 
to accommodate all of the general surgery resi-
dents (~60 residents). Ultimately, we hope that 
improving educational content, including non-
clinical skills labs on wellness, communication, 
and teambuilding will help create a culture of 
well-being that will impact the hospital through 
our residents’ everyday interactions.

Department of Surgery 
Women’s Resident Council
Project Proposal
The University of Washington Department of 
Surgery Women’s Resident Council is com-
prised of female-identifying physician trainees 
in General Surgery, Plastic Surgery, Vascular Sur-
gery, and Cardiothoracic Surgery. The Women’s 
Council was founded in 2016 with the mission 
of addressing gender inequities in the field of 
surgery, creating educational opportunities for 
women surgeons, fostering collaboration across 
surgical subspecialties, and inspiring the next 
generation of women surgeons. We intend to 
use our UW Medicine Wellness Grant to support 
wellness, mentorship, and career development 

events for residents and medical students dur-
ing the upcoming academic year.

Department of Surgery 
Women’s Council Retreat
More women than men in surgery experience 
sex-based discrimination, and this continues to 
be a concern among women considering en-
tering the field. There is a need for women in 
the Department of Surgery to build community 
and mentorship, as well as engage in meaning-
ful, protected dialogue about issues germaine 
to being a female surgeon. Our wellness grant 
will support a single day retreat for all faculty 
and residents who self-identify as female to 
build community among women within the 
Department of Surgery. The day will include 
lectures on issues relevant to practicing female 
surgeons, as well as small group discussions on 
specific topics of interest to attendees.

Individual wellness goals and 
rejuvenation space to support 
organizational wellness
Surgical Outcomes Research Center (SORCE) 
will use $1,000 from the UW Medicine Well-
Being Grant to purchase two walking desks for 
their shared office space. SORCE is grateful for 
the opportunity to move more throughout the 
day and know this is only the beginning of their 
mission of improving well-being at SORCE.

Calderon

https://uwsurgery.org/diversity/douglas-e-wood-fellowship-for-diversity-in-surgical-education-and-leadership/
https://uwsurgery.org/diversity/douglas-e-wood-fellowship-for-diversity-in-surgical-education-and-leadership/
https://uwsurgery.org/diversity/douglas-e-wood-fellowship-for-diversity-in-surgical-education-and-leadership/
https://uwsurgery.org/sorce-intro/
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Department of Surgery

2023 American College of Surgeons Cl inical  Congress

T h e  2 0 2 3  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  S u r g e o n s 
C l i n i c a l  C o n g re s s  w a s  h e l d  i n  B o s t o n ,  M A , 

a n d  w a s  w e l l  re p re s e n t e d  b y t h e  D e p a r t m e n t 
of  S u rg e r y.  We  a re  p ro u d  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e 
w o r k b e s i d e  eve r y d ay.

“ The Rising Popularity-and Trauma-of E-bikes: 
An Evaluation of E-bike Traumatic Injuries 
and Comparison to Bicycle and Motorcycle 
Trauma”

Dr.  Christina Grabar
General Surgery R1

“General Surgery Clinical Review Course: 
Benign Hepatobiliary Disease &
Bowel Obstruction”

Dr.  Giana Davidson
Professor & Section Chief of Emergency 
General Surgery
Division of General  Surgery

“Expert Advice and Approaches
for Damage Control Surgery”

Dr.  Jeffrey Friedrich
Professor, Plastic Surgery
Vice Chair of Education
Division of Plastic  Surgery

“Pancreatic Lesions: Things Are
“NET” Always What They Seem”

Dr.  Kristin Goodsel l
General Surgery R3

“Adult Intestinal Malrotation”

Dr.  Steven Lee
Professor & Chief of Pediatric
General and Thoracic Surgery
Division of Pediatr ic  General  Surgery

“ Therapeutic Modulation of Tumor-Infiltrating 
T Cell Function in Fibrolamellar Carcinoma”

Dr.  Lindsay Dickerson
Research Resident

“Surgeons as Leaders: An update on Firearm 
Injury Prevention”

Dr.  Ei leen Bulger
Professor & Chief of Trauma, Burn, & 
Critical Care Surgery & Surgeon-in-Chief, 
Harborview Medical Center
Division of Trauma,  Burn & Crit ical  Care Surgery

“ Tele-Triage Pathways Reduce Short-Stay 
Admissions for Acute Burns Referred to a 
Regional Burn Center ”

Dr.  Lauren Agoubi
Research Resident

“Coordinating Cancer Care
Across a Vast Geographic Region”

Dr.  Venu Pi l larisetty
Professor
Division of General  Surgery

“Robotic Kidney-Preserving Resection 
of a Left Renal Vein Leiomyosarcoma”

Dr.  Sardar Shahmir Chauhan
Postdoctoral Scholar
Division of General  Surgery

“ME205. Critical Issues in 
Laparoscopic Ventral Hernia Repair ”

Dr.  Andrew Wright
Professor, General Surgery
Center for Video Endoscopic Surgery
Endowed Professor
Division of General  Surgery
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The Annual Dr. Alfred A. Strauss Lecture 
was held October 13, 2023, with guest 

lecturer Steven C. Stain, MD, FACS, Chair, 
Department of Surgery, Lahey Hospital 
and Medical Center, Professor, Depart-
ment of Surgery, Tufts University School 
of Medicine, with a secondary appoint-
ment as Professor of Surgery at Vander-
bilt University. Dr. Stain’s lecture was 
titled “The Atlanta Compromise and The 
Talented Tenth: W.E.B. Du Bois & Booker 
T. Washington.”

Steven C. Stain received his undergradu-
ate and M.D. degree from University of 
California, at Irvine. He completed his 
residency training in surgery at Los Ange-
les County + University of Southern Cali-
fornia Medical Center in 1988 followed by 
fellowships in surgical critical care (USC), 
hepatobiliary surgery (University of Ber-
ne, Switzerland, and Health Services Re-
search (AAMC). 

Dr. Stain participated in the development 
of the Meharry Vanderbilt Alliance, serv-
ing as the Co-Principal Investigator in 
their $7.5 million NCI funded U54 Cancer 
Partnership. He is the author of 155 peer-
reviewed publications, 13 book chapters, 
and one book. His current research ef-
forts are in oncology, health disparities 
and surgical training.

Harkins surgiCal 
symposium presentations

“Changing Paradigms
in Rectal Cancer Care”
Dr. Vlad Simianu
Medical Director
Benaroya Research Institute’s 
Clinical Research Program
Virginia Mason Franciscan Health

“Towards More Evidence-based 
Diverticulitis Care: The COSMID Trial”
Dr. Mariam Hantouli
Acting Instructor
Surgical Outcomes Research Center
University of Washington

“The Evolving Role of Liver 
Transplantation for Metastatic 
Colorectal Cancer”
Dr. Mark Sturdevant
Associate Professor
Division of Transplant Surgery
University of Washington

“Innovations in Aortic Surgery”
Dr. Chris Burke
Assistant Professor 
Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
University of Washington

“Domino Heart Transplantation: 
The UW Experience”
Dr. John Dimarakis
Associate Professor 
Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
University of Washington

“Reprogramming Notions in 
Surgical Care: Do We Say What”
Dr. Kathleen O’Connell
Assistant Professor
Division of Trauma, Burn & 
Critical Care Surgery
University of Washington

“Unmet Social Health Needs 
as a Driver of Inequitable 
Outcomes After Surgery”
Dr. John Scott
Associate Professor
Division of Trauma, Burn &
Critical Care Surgery
University of Washington

“Impact of Individual Patient 
Anatomy on Outcomes”
Dr. Sara Zettervall
Assistant Professor
Division of Vascular Surgery 
University of Washington

“Perioperative Therapy for
 Retroperitoneal Sarcoma”
Dr. Jeremy Sharib
Assistant Professor
Division of General Surgery 
University of Washington

“Advances in the Management 
of Peritoneal Malignancies”
Dr. Harveshp Mogal
Associate Professor
Section Chief, Complex Abdominal Cancer
Division of General Surgery
University of Washington

“Bariatric Emergencies
for General Surgeons”
Dr. C. Rees Porta
Madigan Army Medical Center

“Pediatric Short Bowel Syndrome: 
A Case Study”
Dr. Patrick Javid
Professor
Division of Pediatric General Surgery 
University of Washington

“Five Year Experience in Pediatric 
Plastic and Craniomaxillofacial Surgery: 
Lessons I’ve Learned with Trainees”
Dr. Srinivas Susarla
Associate Professor
Division of Plastic Surgery
University of Washington

Department of Surgery

2023 Harkins Surgical  Symposium & 
74th Annual  Dr.  Alfred A.  Strauss Lecture

https://www.lahey.org/lhmc/article/steven-stain-md-named-lhmc-chair-of-surgery/
https://youtu.be/kZJjZae5hIA?si=YFQN4KEHWzpRHnu-
https://youtu.be/kZJjZae5hIA?si=YFQN4KEHWzpRHnu-
https://youtu.be/kZJjZae5hIA?si=YFQN4KEHWzpRHnu-
https://www.vmfh.org/find-a-doctor/colon-rectal-surgery/vlad-val-simianu-1689992273
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/mark-sturdevant
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/christopher-burke
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/kathleen-oconnell
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/sara-zettervall
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/jeremy-sharib
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/harveshp-mogal
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/patrick-javid
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/srinivas-susarla
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D epa r t m e n t
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“Real Change Vendor Sharon Sherpa Shines Through Her Scars”

Real Change
September 20, 2023

Dr. Jonathan Sham,  Assistant Professor
Division of General Surgery

“Seattle Doctors, Nurses Swap Scrubs for Fire Gear to Gain New 
Insight into First Responder Challenges”

KOMO News
October 10, 2023

Dr. Dylan Jason,  Assistant Professor
Division of Trauma, Burn & Critical Care Surgery

“Wildfire Survivor Returns Home”

UW Medicine Newsroom
October 5, 2023

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 7 )

Drs. Nicole White, Nick Cetrulo, Paul Herman, and 
Andrew Wright in “Behind the Knife” recording session.

“Clinical Challenges in Minimally Invasive Surgery: MIS in the Pregnant 
Patient”

Behind the Knife Podcast - Episode #677
November 16, 2023

Dr. Andrew Wright ,  Professor, General Surgery
Center for Video Endoscopic Surgery Endowed Professor

Dr. Nicole White,  Clinical Associate Professor & Section Chief of
UW Medicine-Northwest General Surgery

Dr. Nick Cetrulo,  Clinical Assistant Professor, General Surgery

Dr. Paul Herman,  General Surgery R3

Dr. Ben Vierra,  General Surgery R2
Division of General Surgery

Wright White Cetrulo Herman Vierra

“Seattle-Area Homicides Are Nearing Record High, Bucking National 
Trend”

The Seattle Times
December 23, 2023

Dr. Eileen Bulger,  Professor & Chief of Trauma, Burn, & Critical Care 
Surgery & Surgeon-in-Chief, Harborview Medical Center
Division of Trauma, Burn & Critical Care Surgery

Bulger

“Breaking Boundaries for Better Aortic Care”

UW Medicine-The Huddle
December 18, 2023

Dr. Matthew Sweet,  Professor & Section Chief of Vascular Surgery
Division of Vascular Surgery

Dr. Chris Burke,  Assistant Professor
Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery

Burke

Sweet

“Pharmacy Transitional Team: Evaluating the Value for Patients 
with Limited English Proficiency”

The Donaghue Foundation Annual Report
December 14, 2023

Dr. Giana Davidson,  Professor & Section Chief of Emergency General 
Surgery
Division of General Surgery

Davidson

“Stephen Colbert Has Surgery for Ruptured Appendix - Recent 
Studies Have Focused on Whether Appendicitis Can Be Managed With 
Antibiotics Alone”

MedPage Today
November 28, 2023

Dr. David Flum,  Vice Chair of Research & Professor
Division of General Surgery

Flum

“Looking for Reliable Info Online on Breast Cancer Surgery? It ’s 
Tough to Find”

U.S. News & World Report
October 25, 2023

Dr. Emily Palmquist,  Assistant Professor
Division of General Surgery

“Reliable Patient Education Materials on Breast Cancer are Difficult 
to Access”

Medical Xpress by American College of Surgeons 
October 20, 2023

Palmquist

Jason

“Celebrating National Latino Physician Day”

UW Medicine-The Huddle
October 27, 2023

Dr. Elina Quiroga,  Associate Professor & Program Director, Vascular 
Surgery Integrated Residency and Vascular Surgery Fellowship
Division of Vascular Surgery

Quiroga

Sham

“Burke’s Surgeon Knot”

UW Medicine - Coffee + Cardiology
December 18, 2023

Dr. Chris Burke,  Assistant Professor 
Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery

Burke

https://www.realchangenews.org/news/2023/09/20/real-change-vendor-sharon-sherpa-shines-through-her-scars
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/jonathan-sham
https://komonews.com/news/local/seattle-doctors-nurses-train-to-be-firefighters-for-day-swap-scrubs-fire-gear-washington-state-council-fire-fighters-burn-foundation-harborview-medical-center-surgeon-perspective-federal-way
https://komonews.com/news/local/seattle-doctors-nurses-train-to-be-firefighters-for-day-swap-scrubs-fire-gear-washington-state-council-fire-fighters-burn-foundation-harborview-medical-center-surgeon-perspective-federal-way
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/dylan-jason
https://newsroom.uw.edu/video-library/wildfire-survivor-returns-home
https://behindtheknife.org/podcast/clinical-challenges-in-minimally-invasive-surgery-mis-in-the-pregnant-patient
https://behindtheknife.org/podcast/clinical-challenges-in-minimally-invasive-surgery-mis-in-the-pregnant-patient
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/andrew-wright
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/nicole-b-white
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/lawrence-cetrulo
https://uwsurgery.org/medical-student/herman-paul/
https://uwsurgery.org/medical-student/vierra-benjamin/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/law-justice/seattle-area-homicides-are-nearing-record-high-bucking-national-trend/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/law-justice/seattle-area-homicides-are-nearing-record-high-bucking-national-trend/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/eileen-bulger
https://huddle.uwmedicine.org/cardiac-vascular-surgical-collaborations/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/matthew-sweet#about-tab
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/christopher-burke#about-tab
https://public.tableau.com/views/GianaH_DavidsonGVPAward2023/Davidson?:showVizHome=no
https://public.tableau.com/views/GianaH_DavidsonGVPAward2023/Davidson?:showVizHome=no
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/giana-davidson
https://www.medpagetoday.com/popmedicine/cultureclinic/107572
https://www.medpagetoday.com/popmedicine/cultureclinic/107572
https://www.medpagetoday.com/popmedicine/cultureclinic/107572
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/david-flum
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2023-10-25/looking-for-reliable-info-online-on-breast-cancer-surgery-its-tough-to-find
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2023-10-25/looking-for-reliable-info-online-on-breast-cancer-surgery-its-tough-to-find
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/emily-palmquist
https://www.facs.org/for-medical-professionals/conferences-and-meetings/clinical-congress-2023/media/kit/reliable-patient-education-materials-on-breast-cancer-are-difficult-to-access/
https://www.facs.org/for-medical-professionals/conferences-and-meetings/clinical-congress-2023/media/kit/reliable-patient-education-materials-on-breast-cancer-are-difficult-to-access/
https://huddle.uwmedicine.org/national-latino-physician-day-2023/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/elina-quiroga
https://www.coffeeandcardiology.com/1918821
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/christopher-burke
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“Clinical Challenges in Surgical Palliative Care: “When the Horse Is 
Out of The Barn: Skills to Avoid Offering Surgical Overtreatment at 
The End of Life”

Behind the Knife Podcast - Episode #662
September 25, 2023

Dr. Lindsay Dickerson,  Research Resident

Dr. Kathleen O’Connell,  Assistant Professor
Division of Trauma, Burn & Critical Care Surgery

Dr. Virginia Wang,  General Surgery R2

D i c ke rs o n

O ’C o n n e l l

Wa n g

February is Black History Month, 
which celebrates the diverse cultures, 
traditions, histories and contributions of 
Black people in the United States.

Learn about the historical origins of the 
month, and find resources for support, 
education and celebration.

“Operative vs Nonoperative Management of Acute Cholecystitis 
During the Different Trimesters of Pregnancy”

JAMA Network 
November 15, 2023

Dr. Mariam Hantouli ,  Acting Instructor
Surgical Outcomes Research Center (SORCE)

Dr. Andrew Wright ,  Professor, General Surgery
Center for Video Endoscopic Surgery Endowed Professor
Division of General Surgery

Dr. David Flum,  Vice Chair of Research & Professor
Division of General Surgery

Dr. Giana Davidson,  Professor & Section Chief of Emergency General 
Surgery
Division of General Surgery

Hantouli

Wright

Davidson

Flum

Behind the Knife Podcast
“Clinical Challenges in Burn Surgery: Electrical Burns”

Episode #660 Part 1 September 18, 2023

Episode #661 Part 2  September 21, 2023

Dr. Tam Pham, Professor & Chief of Burn Surgery
Dr. Jamie Oh, Surgical Critical Care Fellow-Burn Track
Dr. Alex Morzycki, Surgical Critical Care Fellow-Burn Track

Pham

Oh

Morzycki

“Five-Year Outcome of A Staged Giant Shamblin Type III Carotid 
Body Tumor Excision”

Journal of Vascular Surgery Cases, Innovations and Techniques
December 9, 2023 

Dr. Benjamin Starnes,  Professor

Dr. Niten Singh,  Professor & Division Chief of Vascular Surgery

Dr. James Dittman,  Vascular Surgery R2
Division of Vascular Surgery

Starnes

Singh

Dittman

Operative vs Nonoperative Management of Acute Cholecystitis 
During the Different Trimesters of Pregnancy

JN Learning
November 15, 2023

Dr. Giana Davidson,  Professor & Section Chief of Emergency 
General Surgery
Division of General Surgery

Dr. Mariam Hantouli,  Acting Instructor
Surgical Outcomes Research CenterHantouli

Davidson

“Interdisciplinary Cancer Team Series Module 2: A Multi-
Institutional Review of Contralateral Axillary Metastases: Time for 
Reclassification as a Local-Regional Event”

SSO SurgOnc Today Podcast
October 26, 2023

Dr. Meghan Flanagan,  Assistant Professor
Division of General Surgery

Flanagan

https://behindtheknife.org/podcast/clinical-challenges-in-surgical-palliative-care-when-the-horse-is-out-of-the-barn-skills-to-avoid-offering-surgical-overtreatment-at-the-end-of-life
https://behindtheknife.org/podcast/clinical-challenges-in-surgical-palliative-care-when-the-horse-is-out-of-the-barn-skills-to-avoid-offering-surgical-overtreatment-at-the-end-of-life
https://behindtheknife.org/podcast/clinical-challenges-in-surgical-palliative-care-when-the-horse-is-out-of-the-barn-skills-to-avoid-offering-surgical-overtreatment-at-the-end-of-life
https://uwsurgery.org/researchintroduction/research-training/current-projects/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/kathleen-oconnell
https://huddle.uwmedicine.org/black-history-month/?mkt_tok=MTMxLUFRTy0yMjUAAAGQ_-tyXDCyxUDWpv8X__IOOeqQXeCycTQIHUucKDhsFSQVXh8eDKLCEZsCS5etR-pzDsUjxnrbIecZ_Uy8Ad1_8YiyL11YZWbhV9NKmUXnJR4b-A
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/article-abstract/2811919?guestAccessKey=5d68402a-c712-4773-aa5f-35da90f444bb&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social_jamasurg&utm_term=11825548911&utm_campaign=article_alert&linkId=248502181
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/article-abstract/2811919?guestAccessKey=5d68402a-c712-4773-aa5f-35da90f444bb&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social_jamasurg&utm_term=11825548911&utm_campaign=article_alert&linkId=248502181
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/andrew-wright
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/david-flum
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/giana-davidson
https://behindtheknife.org/podcast/journal-review-in-burn-surgery-electrical-burns-part-1-of-2
https://behindtheknife.org/podcast/journal-review-in-burn-surgery-electrical-burns-part-2-of-2
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/tam-pham#about-tab
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10582569/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10582569/
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/benjamin-starnes
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/niten-singh
https://uwsurgery.org/medical-student/dittman-james/
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/jn-learning/audio-player/18832451
https://edhub.ama-assn.org/jn-learning/audio-player/18832451
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/giana-davidson
https://surgonctoday.libsyn.com/interdisciplinary-cancer-team-series-module-2-a-multi-institutional-review-of-contralateral-axillary-metastases-time-for-reclassification-as-a-local-regional-event
https://surgonctoday.libsyn.com/interdisciplinary-cancer-team-series-module-2-a-multi-institutional-review-of-contralateral-axillary-metastases-time-for-reclassification-as-a-local-regional-event
https://surgonctoday.libsyn.com/interdisciplinary-cancer-team-series-module-2-a-multi-institutional-review-of-contralateral-axillary-metastases-time-for-reclassification-as-a-local-regional-event
https://www.uwmedicine.org/bios/meghan-flanagan
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Mark Your Calendar
S u rg e r y Sy n o p s i s  i s  a n  i n - h o u s e  n e w s l e t t e r  p u b l i s h e d  o n 

a  q u a r t e r l y b a s i s  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  c l i n i c a l ,  a c a d e m i c  a n d 

re s e a rc h  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y of  Wa s h i n g t o n  S c h o o l 

of  Me d i c i n e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  S u rg e r y.  T h i s  p u b l i c at i o n  i s 

d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ’s  f a c u l t y,  re s i d e n t s ,  s t af f , 

a n d  f r i e n d s .

E d i to r i a l Te a m
D o u g l a s  E .  Wo o d ,  M D,  FA C S ,  F R C S Ed

T h e  H e n r y  N .  H a r k i n s  P r o fe s s o r  &  C h a i r

S u s a n  M a r x ,  M B A ,  P M P
V i c e  C h a i r,  F i n a n c e  &  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

J u d i t h  R a p p
A s s i s ta n t  D i r e c to r,  H u m a n  Re s o u r c e s ,

Fa c u l t y  A f fa i r s  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

Ka t e  R i m m e r,  M B A
A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c to r,  C l i n i c a l  F i n a n c e  a n d  P r o g r a m s

S ta c y  N a g y
A d m i n i s t r a to r,  P r o g r a m  O p e r a t i o n s ,  

M a r ke t i n g  a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

M i c h a e l  H i l l e a r y,  B S
P u b l i c  I n fo r m a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t

S a n d ra  B u r k h a r t ,  M A 
P r o g r a m  O p e r a t i o n s  S p e c i a l i s t

E x e c u t i v e  E d i to r
J u d i t h  R a p p

A s s i s ta n t  D i r e c to r,  H u m a n  Re s o u r c e s ,
Fa c u l t y  A f fa i r s  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

L ayo u t a n d  P u b l i c at i o n
 M i c h a e l  H i l l e a r y,  B S

P u b l i c  I n fo r m a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t

P h oto  C r e d i t s
Po r t ra i t s  a n d  B a c k g ro u n d  P h o t o s —

U W  M e d i c i n e  S t ra t e g i c  M a r ke t i n g 
&  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

U n i v e rs i t y  o f  Wa s h i n gt o n
B ox  3 5 6 4 1 0

S e a tt l e ,  WA  9 8 1 9 5 - 6 4 1 0
2 0 6 - 5 4 3 - 3 6 8 0

2 0 6 - 6 8 5 - 6 9 1 2  ( FA X )
d o s n e w s @ u w. e d u

©  2 0 2 4  U n i v e rs i t y  o f  Wa s h i n gt o n
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S u rg e r y.

A l l  r i g h t s  re s e r v e d .

2024 Research Symposium & 
29th Annual Helen & John Schilling Lecture

Friday, March 15, 2024
7:30am-3:30pm | UW Tower

Fiemu Nwariaku, MD, MBA, FACS
Professor and Chair, Department of Surgery
Spencer Fox Eccles School of Medicine,
University of Utah

Helen Lowe Bamberger Colby Presidential
Endowed Chair in Health Sciences

More details to be announced.

2024 Harkins Symposium &
75th Annual Dr. Alfred A. Strauss Lecture

Friday, November 1, 2024
7:00am-4:00pm

Patricia L. Turner, MD, MBA, FACS
Executive Director & Chief Executive Officer,
American College of Surgeons

More details to be announced.

2024 Department of Surgery
Chief Residents' Graduation Dinner

Saturday, June 15, 2024
5:30pm-9:30pm
Bell Harbor International Conference Center

A formal email invitation will follow closer to the date.
More details to be announced.

2024 Department of Surgery Surgical Ethics Conference

Thursday, August 1, 2024 & Friday August 2, 2024

The conference is open for both in-person and
online participation. More details to be announced.

Contact dosadmin@uw.edu / 206-543-3680 for 
conference details and visit the Department of Surgery's
Center for Surgical Ethics web page for conference
updates and to learn more about the center.

CLICK OR SCAN TO VIEW 
OUR UPCOMING EVENTS

mailto:dosnews%40uw.edu?subject=UW%20Department%20of%20Surgery%20-%20Surgery%20Synopsis%20Newsletter
https://uwsurgery.org/center-for-surgical-ethics/
https://uwsurgery.org/departmentresources/event-calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/UWDeptSurgery
https://twitter.com/uwsurgery
https://give.uwmedicine.org/give-now/?source=END-124189,END-137275,FND-126374,FND-129718,END-131462,FND-134568,DSC-134553&appeal=APL-21097

